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October, 2021 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

A tale of 
Two banks 
 

(based on a true story) 

My high school Saturday mornings found most of the town in the line of cars leading up to the 

drive up banking windows in downtown Moline, Illinois.   

People were depositing checks, taking cash out for the week, and re-entering traffic.  The 

friendly policeman directing this traffic chaos was locally famous.  He didn’t just hand out tick-

ets to my (often speeding) fellow high school students, he counseled them and thus made 

them better people.  Seeing him on Saturdays was a bright spot. 

I had a $20 bill that looked counterfeit so I took it to the Moline bank.  The teller had a drawer 

full of fake 20’s, and showed me the difference, explaining the finer points of bogus bills.  In 

short, the Moline bank was a community center, full of trust, goodwill, and prom-

ise. 

The bank in the next town was different.  Folks lined up in the lobby with bales of receipts, de-

manding that the bank reconcile purchases with their account statements. Tellers and custom-

ers were in a battle of wills.  In the parking lot, there was always a frowning guy showing off his 

1935 Cadillac limousine, with a sign that said “Don’t Touch!”  This bank maintained this un-

friendly, untrusting atmosphere for a long time.  I hated going there!  

Tod E. Bolsinger writes in his book “Canoeing The Mountains” that paying attention to mission 

statements and organizational structure is good for churches and businesses.  What’s better is 

attending to what is gluing the organization together.  Think about the two banks – both true 

stories!  Which would you rather bank at?  I’m guessing the Moline bank would be your choice.  

And it’s because caring behaviors abound, not because of interest rates or banking philosophy.  

And this caring way of doing things frees us to adapt and meet the future head-on. 

Right now, Christian congregations are in “stewardship campaign” territory. It’s fall so we talk 

about money.  But don’t we really talk about it all year?  Our behaviors – caring community or 

battle of wills – tells us where our offering money should go.  And if our offerings can do any 

good.  The character of our community determines our future. 

I’d like to start this year’s annual stewardship conversation by thanking you for 

being a genuinely caring community in so many ways.  It makes the rest of the 

“money” conversations go easily and enlivens a faithful future. 

Pastor Dow 
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Calendar 

Sundays Choir 7:30 / 9:30 

Wednesdays 5:30 

Blessing of the Animals – Saturday 10/2 - 10 a.m. – Pavilion 

Many thanks to Linda Chambers for organizing a wonderful “God’s Work, Our Hands” 

thank-you event for our First Responders across the street and at Flagler Hospital!  We 

had a big crowd at the outdoor pavilion for a Backpack Blessing, and the Chapel School 

children enjoyed a visit from the First Responders complete with a tour of one of the 

fire engines!  Thank you all for your generosity in putting together a great collection of 

snacks and thank-you cards.  

Choir rehearsal has resumed on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.  Anyone who wants to sing 

with us is invited to attend on Wednesdays! We are currently meeting in the sanctuary 

for rehearsal.  Singers are needed for both services.  Early service choir meets on Sun-

day mornings at 7:30 a.m. to warm up and sing for the 8:00 a.m. service.  Second ser-

vice choir meets on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. to warmup and sing for the 10:30 a.m.  Let’s 

get our voices back in shape and start making some music for worship! 

Annual Blessing of the Animals will be held on Saturday, October 2nd, at 1:00 p.m. in 

the outdoor Pavilion.  Bring your pets for this wonderful service! Please invite neigh-

bors and friends to attend as well!  Make sure pets are appropriately leashed or crated. 

Both services will be changing service music for the fall season.  Reformation Sunday 

and All-Saints Day are just weeks away!  Sunday Chapel School has resumed on Sun-

day mornings at 10 a.m. in our outdoor pavilion.   

Join us!! 

Yours in Christ, 

Barbara Mattingly 

Minister of Music 
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We are so excited to begin Sunday Chapel School once again!  
Children of all ages are invited to join us in the Outdoor Chapel 
each Sunday morning.  The fun starts at 10am with a song, the 
story from the lectionary readings in our Spark Bible, and a 
craft to actively learn about the story.  Each family receives a 
Family Page with details about the lesson and how it can be 
extended at home along with prayers and tips for worshiping 
as a family. SCS ends at 10:25 am and families can join us for 
worship in the sanctuary or at home, wherever they feel is best  

The new school year has started, and so has Family Ministry at Memorial Lutheran Church.  
Sunday, September 12 marked several big events:  Rally Day, God’s Work – Our Hands Sun-
day, and the Blessing of the Backpacks.  We had almost 90 people attend the Backpack Bless-
ing in the Outdoor Chapel at 10am.  Pastor Dow assisted with the service, and Missy Dow vide-
otaped it for the church’s Facebook page.   

Families from the church and school donated homemade and 
purchased individually wrapped snacks, and decorated thank-
you cards for our First Responder HEROES across the street at 
Station 5.  We also had a banner donated by a Chapel School par-
ent and the children painted their handprints on it. Members of 
SJCFRD came to the church on Monday, September 13, with a 
huge ladder truck and the Chapel School kids got to tour the 
truck and meet the fire fighters.  They were very appreciative of 
our efforts and said they would hang the banner in the firehouse. 
 
Youth Group starts Wednesday, September 15 and meets bi-
weekly with 4 new middle school members, which brings our to-
tal count to 10 active members.   We have 5 kids planning to at-
tend the ELCA Youth Gathering – Boundless in July of 2022.  
They will begin meeting bi-weekly as well.  All youth and families 
have also been invited to attend the upcoming Movie Nights on 
Wednesdays. 

Youth will assist during Parent’s Night Out beginning 
the first Friday night in October from 6-8pm.  This will 
be an ongoing fundraiser for the Youth Gathering.  

Please keep all our children and families in your pray-
ers as we strive to “share God’s LOVE” with the com-
munity. 
 
With peace, 
Linda Chambers 
Director of Family Ministry 
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Our Wonderful Worship: Sharing with the World via Live Streaming 

Memorial has upgraded our sound system and video capabilities partially in response to how 

COVID has affected our worship styles. Many thanks to Barbara Mattingly for pursuing this 

project and for being our sound engineer on Sunday mornings.  

Pastor Dow and I began to record worship from our home during the initial time of quarantine 

and seeing the wonderful response from those who accessed the services from their homes, we 

decided that it should definitely continue. As many of you have, I’ve been stretched way beyond 

my comfort zone during this time and had to teach myself how to create a YouTube channel, 

record and upload from a video on my phone, or live stream our service all from my cell phone! 

I never thought I would be doing this type of tech work, and I’m sure Barbara didn’t either, but 

our worship and sharing it with those still needing or wanting to be home on Sunday mornings 

was very important to us. Of COURSE we would love to see all of our members back in our 

beautiful worship space on Sundays but the ability to ‘Live Stream’ our service or record it and 

make it available on YouTube and our church’s website is still a great way to stay connected.  

However, this isn’t just Barb’s and my ministry. This belongs to all of us.  

While we still have a few ‘kinks’ to work out with the process of live streaming utilizing our new 

system and while detailed instructions need to be written down, we would like to build a team 

of people to train in the process. Barb has her hands full as Minister of Music every Sunday and 

I can’t always be there at both services.  

We currently have at least one youth (a Middle Schooler!!) who is very interested in helping. I 

have had a couple of you indicate your interest as well. Thank you to them. Please consider 

stepping out of your comfort zone and helping us spread the word through the amazing capa-

bilities of cyber space. It’s our new normal. If I can do it---believe me---you can too! 

Contact me at meldow14@gmail.com or 904-955-9967 or the church office if you can help.  

God’s Work—Our Hands, Missy Dow 

mailto:meldow14@gmail.com
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“Father Abraham had many sons, many sons had Father Abraham - I am 
one of them, and so are you - so let’s just praise the Lord”  
 
These are the lyrics to a well known Chapel Song, “Father Abraham,” which 
we sing during Chapel Time.  It’s actually quite a work out as you pump your 
right arm, then the left, then your right leg, and then your left, then put your 
chin up and down until you spin around and then finally SIT DOWN.   The 
kids love it, especially since we’ve learned all about Abraham and his descend-
ants during Chapel Time.   Each morning we read a new story in our Spark 
Story Bible.  The kids love to talk about how different life was during “Bible 

times” - no cars, grocery stores, motels, etc.  (Jacob slept on a rock for a pillow?!?).  God’s 
amazing love leaps off the pages of our Spark Story Bible each morning - please pray with 
me they will remember this throughout their lives.  
 

Chapel Time, along with other parts of our daily routine, looks completely different this year 
due to Covid-19, but we are adapting very well in these first few weeks of school.  Parents are 
wearing masks and social distancing during drop-off and pick-up.  Kids are staying in their 
classroom cohorts, and we have arranged their day so that they can actively learn in the safest 
of environments.  Chapel Time is now in each classroom cohort, and our families join us online 
with Zoom.  We even have Chapel Areas in our classrooms where kids can snuggle up with a 
plush Jesus, play with Noah’s Ark, and look at the beautiful pictures in our Spark Bible.  We 
can’t gather as we have in the past, but we can still fulfill our mission of “making Christ known” 
in new ways. 

October signals one of the busiest (and most fun) times of our school year.  Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas - whew!  It can become hectic, but we all look forward to it.  This year 
we can’t do all the fun events that we usually do, but we can still celebrate safely.  We are excit-
ed about our first ever Pumpkin Festival!  We are inviting each of our families to decorate a 
pumpkin and bring it to school.  We will line them up on our sidewalks so everyone can see the 
pumpkins and vote on their pick for their classroom cohort first, second, and third place 
pumpkins.  Each prize winning pumpkin will receive a Halloween goody bag.  Families will be 
encouraged to donate their pumpkin to us, and they will be on display for worshipers on Sun-
day, October 26.  For a small donation, you can take home a fun pumpkin made with love by a 
Chapel School family  

Chapel School families were invited to come to our Sunday Chapel School service in the Out-
door We had a great time! 
 

During October, Chapel School will once again be taking orders for 
our Holiday Wreath Sale.  Look for an order form in this newslet-
ter, and THANK YOU for supporting Chapel School!  This year is 
going to be tough financially for us because of the Covid-19 chang-
es, and everything helps. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support of our Chapel School min-
istry and please remember to pray for our staff, students, and their 
families. 

Yours in Christ’s love,  
Linda Chambers, Director 
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TRUNK OR TREAT 
Friday Night, October 29 5:00pm

-7:00pm 
Church Members PLEASE join us as we welcome 

families from our community! 
 

Prizes for: Most Original Trunk  
   Best Halloween Themed Trunk 
   Best Trunk with Family in Costume 
   Best Costume - Girl 
   Best Costume - Boy 
   Best Homemade Costume 

 

We need as many decorated cars as possible - or donate candy! 
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MLC’s Annual Blessing of the Animals will be held on      
Saturday, October 2nd, at 1pm. in the outdoor Pavilion.  
Bring your pets for this wonderful service! Please invite 
neighbors and friends to attend as well.  Our pets are a bless-
ing to us. Let’s bless them!  

For the safety of others and your pets, please be sure pets are 
appropriately leashed or crated. 
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Week One  Sept 22  Intro and Roots of our Faith Ch. 1 
Week Two  October 13  Ten Commandments & The Lord’s Prayer 
Week Three  October 27  Roots of our Faith – The Creed 
Week Four   November 10 Creed/Richardson Part 1 
Week Five  December 8  Creed/Richardson Part 2 
Week Six  January 5, 2022 Creed/Richardson Part 3 
Week Seven  January 19  Holy Baptism 
Week Eight  February 2  Confession and Communion 
Week Nine  February 16  Orientation to Memorial Lutheran Church 
 
 
Memorial’s New Member Class is designed for an in depth look at the ba-
sics of our faith.  You may have read Nestingen’s “Roots of our Faith,” which the 
course is based on.  The class will take our study a bit further and also serve as a 
small group setting for getting to know others who are becoming members.  The 
“Richardson” classes on the creeds explore the history of how the church arrived 
at the way we know and describe God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to our-
selves and the world.  There are some surprises and opportunities for you to ex-
press your own beliefs and questions. 
 

Who Should Take This Course? 
If you are thinking of becoming a member of Memorial, this will be time well 
spent.  If you are already a member and would enjoy a refresher course in       
Lutheran beliefs with questions and without some of the stuffiness that some-
times goes with learning about faith, this is also for you.  Let the church office or 
Pastor Dow know you’re interested!  Pastor Dow’s e-mail address is 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 

CLASS TIMES: 6:00—7:30 p.m. 

Join us! All are welcomed! 
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At about 6 PM, we will have a simple meal, a movie that’s part of the series that lasts 

about an hour, then some discussion. We’ll meet from 6 to 8.  

The series is compelling, understandable, and thought provoking in a way that helps us 

look at the Jesus we know in fresh ways. Each episode shows Jesus’ love and compel-

ling power at work in people all around him. You’ve never really seen anything quite 

like it. Join us!  

THE CHOSEN— based on the true stories of the gospels of Jesus Christ. Here’s the 

schedule for 2021:  

MLC’s Movie Night!   

Come join the fun and  

fellowship 

September 15 Season 1, Episode 1  

“I Have Called You By Name”  

• We begin to meet the disciples, Nico-

demus and Mary Magdalene  

September 29 Episode 2  

“Shabbat”  

• Features Matthew the tax collector, 

Nicodemus investigates the miracle re-

ported in the “Red Quarter” and there 

are interesting guests at Shabbat dinner  

October 6 Episode 3  

“Jesus Loves the Little Children”  

• Jesus meets and teaches a group of 

children who discover his camp out-

side of town.  

 

 

October 20 Episode 4  

“The Rock on Which It Is Built”  

• The miracle of the catch of fish  

November 3 Episode 5  

“The Wedding Gift”  

• The Wedding at Cana  

November 17 Episode 6  

“Indescribable Compassion”  

• Two miracle healings  

December 1 Episode 7  

“Invitations”  

• Jesus calls Matthew, & Nicodemus meets 

Jesus at night  

December 15 Episode 8  

“I Am He”  

• “The Woman at The Well  
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        Dining with Dignity 

The members of Memorial Lutheran Church will be serving the home-
less through Dining with Dignity on Sunday, October 10th.   

Please pick up your supplies on Sunday, October 3rd in the Fellowship 
Hall.   Thank you for your willingness to serve.  

Please mark your calendars—our next Sunday to feed the homeless is 
October 10, 2021.   Thank you for your continued support of this mis-
sion. 

Just a reminder— the Church’s ongoing practice is that anyone wanting to use the hall, 

pavilion or any other room for an activity should please first check the calendar for 

open dates and then contact the church office to schedule your activity to avoid any 

conflicts.  The calendar is printed in every SteepleTalk, is posted and updated regularly 

on the website and events are noted in the Sunday bulletin.  Thank you! 
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10/01 Marie Bates 

10/03 Linda Lakemaker 

10/07 Carol Nunemaker 

10/09 Candice Marhanka 

10/12 Bonnie Frazer  
  Carol Stockdale 

10/14 Cheryl Mampe 

10/17 Irene Jsuta 

10/18 Marilyn Bradshaw 

10/21 Jean Ross 

10/23 John Sanders 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email and are not receiving it, please contact the 
Church Office at 904-797-4377 with your e-mail ad-
dress and you will be placed on the mailing list.  To 
those who wish to continue to have a printed copy, 
they will be available on the last Sunday of every 
month in the Narthex.  

Next month’s council meeting will be 
on October 18 2021 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

There are always opportunities coming up to get involved 

either through fellowship, outreach or service to the 

church and congregation.  Please prayerfully consider 

stepping out of your normal routine to increase unity 

within our church body and share the love of Christ with 

the community. 

10/11 Bob & Yvonne Schimmel 

10/16 Fred & Deborah Veston 

10/20 Jim & Ann Farnum 

10/22 Roland & Eleanor Loseke 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

Dylan Harris 
The second collection should not replace your 
regular giving in the first collection. It is only 
for the funds chosen. Additionally, if you place 
money in the second collection for a fund other 
than the one being collected that money will be 
placed in the general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the gen-
eral account, if you would like to give to a fund 

other than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund 
and (b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the 
name of the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope 
number. Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in 
the general account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod  

+Sound System Project  +Church Parking Lot 
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OCTOBER 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

10 Bible Study 

2 

9-noon Orchid 

Society 

1-3 Blessing of 

the Animals 

3  Exec Council 

7:30 & 9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 

4 

6 AA District Mt 

5 

5-9 Orchid      

Society 

6 

4:30-6 Bound-

less Group 

5:30 Choir 

6-8 Movie Night 

7 

6:30 AA 

6:30 ACA 

8 

10 Bible Study 

9 

HAM Radio 10 

10 

7:30 & 9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 

11 

Columbus 

Day: Church 

office Closed 

12 

SteepleTalk 

Deadline 

13 

4:30-6 MLC 

Youth Rocks 

5:30 Choir 

6-7:30 New Mbr 

14 

6:30 AA 

6:30 ACA 

15 

10 Bible Study 

16 

17 

7:30 & 9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 

18 

6 Council Mtg 

2-3:30 Orchid 

Board mtg 

(Conf Room) 

19 20 

4:30-6 Bound-

less Group 

5:30 Choir 

6-8 Movie Night 

21 

6:30 AA 

6:30 ACA 

22 

10 Bible Study 

23 

24 

7:30 & 9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 

25 26 27 

4:30-6 MLC 

Youth Rocks 

5:30 Choir 

6-7:30 New Mbr 

Class 

28 

6:30 AA 

6:30 ACA 

29 

10 Bible Study 

5-7 Trunk or 

Treat 

 

30 

31 Halloween 

7:30 & 9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 
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PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Richard Sorentino 

Fred Farley 

Bob Gavilo 

Ken & Nancy Barnard 

Joyce Jones 

Allysn Edginton 

Phoebe Lutes 

Eleanor Loseke 

Roland Hecht 

Lucie Coyle 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Patty Kuykendall 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Peter Morin 

Family of W. Leviska 

John Delaney 

Susan Denzie 

Jane Sheppard 

Karen Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Turk 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Eunice Howes 

Trever Rees 

Family of Ron Carey 

Gilbert & Jean Ross 

Ann Teaford 

 

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations. Stay healthy and safe until we 

can meet again! 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will 
change you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last 
Thursday of every month. Watch the bulletin for 
times and location 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in         
Fellowship Hall. 

• We have a Lutheran basics adult class called 
“Faith//Talking!” between services every Sun-
day morning at 9:15.  We are looking at the  
Gospel of Mark as Jesus’ call to justice and    
service. Pastor Dow is our presenter and moder-
ates our lively discussions. Please join us! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if 
you have any questions about joining a study. We’d 
love to have you! 

Ladies night out is a great way to meet the women 

of MLC and enjoy good food and fellowship. The     

ladies meet the last Monday of each month at 6:00 for 

dinner.  Please watch the Sunday bulletin or look on 

our website (memoriallutheranchurch.net) for details.   
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Ron Scott 
219-879-0998 
ttac9404@comcast.net 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: memoriallutheranchurch.net 

 

CHAPEL SCHOOL 
Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Email: chapelschooldirector@gmail.com 
Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Admin Asst. & Web Editor: Debi Wood 

November Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:          

October 12th. If you would like to submit an article or 

other information for inclusion in the newsletter please 

send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no later than the deadline 

date. Please also submit Worship Assistants: Readers, Altar 

Guild, Greeters, etc. by the deadline. Information or Arti-

cles arriving after the deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin is due 

by close of business each Tuesday.  Please send any an-

nouncements or other information you wish to put in the 

bulletin via email to Debi at:                   

mlcdebi0226@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the Church 

office.   

Treasurer, Kim Bogert 
904-806-3364 
kimbogert@hotmail.com 


