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NOVEMBER, 2020 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Birthday /
Anniversary…………..5 

Prayer needs.……....6/7 

Calendar……...…...…..8 

Searching for yet another way to talk with you about this, I remembered 
a weird, post-World War II play; a cautionary tale about dealing with 
fear by denial.  The title is to your left.   
In brief, it’s about a family whose father boldly declares that the arson-
ists burning homes across the city will never gain entrance into his 
home.  Then, they beckon at his door and, denying his fear that they’ve 
come, he lets them in!  He pretends that all is well when it is clearly not. 
 

The “firebugs” or arsonists take up residence in Biedermann’s attic, 
making plans to burn his house.   The host even helps them measure the 
fuse and gives them matches.  And he loses his house to the flames. 

 

So, you get it, right?  You can fit our current covid predicament between the lines.  The more we deny that it 
is a present problem and risk, the hotter the flames get, and we eventually lose what we cherish the most.  
The name “Bieder…” comes from the German word for honest and upright.  Can good people make bad 
judgments via denial?  The audience is the judge. 
 

So, we guard the door to our church home.  We keep our eyes open to the present risk even as we yearn for a 
covid-free future.  On Christmas Eve we will gather by reservation and sing hymns only at the beginning 
and end of worship, outside.  We will still joyfully welcome the Christ Child into our midst. The humble sta-
ble will be our church, made safe by our precautions to receive him.   
 

Hang in there.  This Thanksgiving, I am grateful for very few Covid-19 cases in our membership, and none 
we know of from our gathering together.  I am grateful that we can gather safely with precautions, and 
grateful for you, who struggle with these limitations faithfully.  Yes, I am grateful for your faith.   
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Pastor Dow 

A Safe and Happy Thanksgiving 
 

On most Thanksgivings, the only question in our house revolves around 
who will carve the turkey.  The winner is usually my son-in-law, because 
he accomplishes this with the ease of a master chef and the presence of a 
master showman.  After the meal, the grandchildren play and the rest of 
us wash dishes and have those conversations we’ve been too busy for.  
Gratitude!  And don’t forget the big game. 

Because you’re reading this in your church’s newsletter, you have probably already guessed that we will talk 
about the holidays to come and virus precautions.   
 

What I hear among us is that we are generally ready for some relief.  That means singing carols, Sunday 
morning fellowship, and a return to our old, familiar ways.  What you are hearing from me is a bit different.  
I yearn for those things, too.  But please, be careful! 



2 

 

BE ENCOURAGED! IT’S NOT WHAT IT SEEMS 

Our annual Congregational Meeting is coming up next month.  As you review the 2021 

budget with some increases I want to encourage you  - we are above in our giving and 

even in expenses for the year, we are $500 in the black!  

The month of September was a little tough, we were down 37% in giving and over budget 

by 16%, the biggest issue was the expense of drilling the new well for our sprinkler irri-

gation system. There were other contributing factors such as increases in our insurance 

policies . 

We have done an amazing job during this pandemic! Not only did we keep our church functioning, but we 

can move forward in 2021 with confidence!  
 
Respectfully, 
KC Kramer 
Treasurer 

   Chapel School News 
 

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff - they comfort me.”  

                Psalm 23 
 

As we learn more about God’s saving love during Chapel each morning, the kids 
are getting excited about miracles and learning to trust God’s promises.  One of 
their favorite songs (Stories by the Go Fish Guys) is about “a boy named David” 
who “put one little stone in the sling, and the sling went around and around” and 
then “the giant came tumbling down.”  When we read about David in our Spark 
Story Bible they were excited to learn that he was 
chosen by God to lead and they cheered when Da-

vid bravely stepped up to fight Goliath because he knew God would pro-
tect him.  This week we learned about the 23rd Psalm, and they were very 
interested to find out that David wrote this.  As their faith develops they 
are learning that, even in the darkest places, we don't have to be afraid.  
Our children are excited about Chapel Time each day in their classrooms, 
and their families enjoying worshiping with their children using Zoom 
from home. 
 
Special thanks to Karen Amrhein who has once again been volunteering as a Literacy Coach in our 
VPK class each week.  The kids enjoy working with her, and she is making a huge impact in their learn-
ing.  
 

During this time of year, we are usually excited about our Thanksgiving Feast, but as we all know, eve-
rything is different!  Our Chapel School kids will still be learning about Thanksgiving traditions, but we 
are not able to hold our annual feast.  We will be doing a Turkey Parade for our families who will be 
watching from their cars in the parking lot.  We are not scheduling any field trips yet, but maybe in 
2021 we can begin to venture out of our classroom cohorts. 
 

Sadly, the St. Augustine Christmas Parade has been cancelled for 2020.  This wonderful tradition has 
been enjoyed for many years, and the organizers are very hopeful that it will return in 2021.  Old Town 
Trolleys has generously donated First Prize packages for our Wreath Sale, and they have committed to 
donating a trolley for us when the parade returns.  We truly appreciate their generous support. 
 
 Joyfully, 
 Linda Chambers, Director 

Memorial Lutheran Chapel School 
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Brief Notes: October 12, 2020 

 

 

 
• The Stewardship program will begin Oct 18th and run till Oct 29th and is called Pony Express. 

• Reformation Sunday is Oct 25th.  

• Christmas Eve services will be at noon, 4 and 7. There will be a children's program outside at 4pm. 

• We will keep the Church bus for another year then sell it at the end of 2021.  

• Church Council members will call people during this Covid pandemic to check on them and see if any-

one needs any assistance.  

• Budget was passed. 

• Annual Congregational Meeting is Dec 6 with one service at 9:30 followed by the meeting in the sanc-

tuary.  

• 2nd Sunday, 2nd offering in November will go towards Chapel School. 5th Sunday, 2nd offering in De-

cember will go towards Sound System.  

• There are 3 members leaving Council and the nominating Committee will be looking for 3 volunteers to 

serve.  

On Sunday, October 11th, eight families of Memorial Lutheran Church AND one Non-

member cooked up 86 delicious dinners, which were bagged and handed out to over 
46 very thankful homeless people in downtown St. Augustine; many of them even 

asked for seconds! We had nine remaining meals that were delivered to St. Francis 

House who were very happy to receive them to distribute to those in need. It’s nice 
to know they were put to good use.   

We extend a great big thank you to our cooks--Marie Bates and Barrie Daniels, Allison Glomboski 

and her mom, Bob and Yvonne Schimmel, John and Cheryl Mampe, Fred and Joey Winkler, Tim 
Goxem, Bob Kunz, Tony and Cathy Ardito and Alain Hentschel. If you would like to participate in the 

future, please contact Alain at: forcesatplay@yahoo.com.   We are thrilled to have you.   

The members of Memorial Lutheran have been serving the homeless in St. Augustine through the 
efforts of Dining with Dignity for five and a half years and we have served over 2,400 meals.   

Please mark your calendars—our next Sunday to feed the homeless is December 13 , 2020.   Thank 
you for your continued support of this mission. 

mailto:forcesatplay@yahoo.com
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        Family Ministry News 

As I write this I am preparing for our first Confirmation 

Class of the new school year.  Pastor Dow and I are excited 

to start our unit on the New Testament with our confirm-

ands.  We utilize the “Colaborate” curriculum from          

Sparkhouse (formerly Augsburg Fortress).  For most stu-

dents, confirmation marks a new phase of their faith for-

mation, one in which they are starting to think about what 

they believe, and why they believe it.  Colaborate not only 

asks them to move boldly into this process, but gives them 

tools and the language to do so.  Each lesson confronts students with a real question about the Bi-

ble, the church, or Lutheran doctrine, then equips students to make thoughtful decisions about how 

they might answer it.  This kind of problem-based learning gets students engaged in  the content in 

a meaningful way, even when they claim a lack of 

interest. It helps them to see that faith formation is 

an ongoing process, not a one-shot deal.  Together, 

our goal is to make confirmation class a time of rich 

engagement with the Bible, Lutheran history and 

doctrine.  Confirmation Class will be held in the 

church hall using social distancing guidelines and we 

will also have a virtual Zoom option. 

Our Memorial Lutheran Youth Group, which is 

called MLC Youth ROCKS, will have our first “in person” meeting soon after meeting virtually since 

March.  The kids are very excited to see one another and experience fellowship SAFELY.  They are 

also excited about decorating rocks once again and look forward to leaving uplifting messages on 

the rocks around our church (hence our youth group name).   

Sunday Chapel School started last month with 18 children and their families in our beautiful Out-

door Chapel for the annual Blessing of the Backpacks.  We will meet outside each Sunday morning 

at 10:00am, and learn more about the lectionary story for the week.  Children of all ages are invited, 

please tell your family and friends! 

Please keep our ministry and our families in your prayers.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve 

our church. 

With love, 

Linda Chambers, Director of Family Ministry  
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11/09 Pr. Dow 

11/24  Joe Sarnowski 

Celebrating  
Each Other STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 

 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-797-
4377 with your e-mail address and you will be placed 
on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to 
have a printed copy, they will be available on the last 
Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on 
November 9, 2020 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

11/12 Ken & Nancy Barnard 

11/17 Jean & Gilbert Ross 

11/23 Ron & Deby Marhanka 

11/30 Art & Ruth Goehler 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Delaney Luna 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Rick Rometty 

Mark Chamberlin, Jr 

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

Dylan Harris 

  

The second collection should not replace your reg-
ular giving in the first collection. It is only for the 
funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money in 
the second collection for a fund other than the one 
being collected that money will be placed in the 
general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and 
(b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of 
the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. 
Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the gen-
eral account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Gamble Rogers Food Drive +Sound System Project 

+Church Parking Lot 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Annie Stewart 

Scotty Parker 

Joe Tarinelli 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Patty Kuykendall 

Joy Lohr 

Fred Farley 

Jean Schoenweiss 

Kathleen Schaeffer 

Ken & Nancy Barnard 

Taylor Rewitzer 

Victor Neilson 

Dorothy Hausch 

Dee LaMendola 

Matt Bellamy 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations. Stay healthy and safe until we can 

meet again! 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last 
Thursday of every month. Watch the bulletin for 
times and location 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall beginning again on June 26th 

• We have a Lutheran basics adult class called 
“Faith//Talking!” between services every Sunday 
morning at 9:15.  We look at Lutheran “classics” 
like the Ten Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer, 
and the Creed with some help and comments 
from Martin Luther, guided by Pastor Dow and 
including you! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if 
you have any questions about joining a study. We’d 
love to have you! 

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations. Stay healthy and safe until we can 

meet again! . 
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November 2020 

S UN  MO N  TUE  W E D  THU  F R I  S A T  

1 Time chg—

Fall back! 

8:00 & 10:30 

Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 

Basics 

Executive Coun-

cil Meeting 

10:00 Sunday 

Chapel School 

2 3 

5:00p Orchid 

Society 

4 5 6 

10:00 Pr Bible 

Study 

7 Pr. Dow  
Vacation 
 

8 Pr Guilliford 

8:00 & 10:30 

Worship 

10:00 Sunday 

Chapel School 

9 Pr. Dow  
Vacation 
 

6:00 Council 

Mtg 

10 Pr. Dow  
Vacation 
 

 

11 Pr. Dow  
Vacation 
 

Holiday : 

Office Closed 

 

12 Pr. Dow  
Vacation 
 

 

13 Pr. Dow  
Vacation 
 

 

14 Pr. Dow       

returns 

 

15 

8:00 & 10:30 

Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 

Basics 

10:00 Sunday 

Chapel School 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

10:00 Pr Bible 

Study 

21 

 

22 

8:00 & 10:30 

Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 

Basics 

10:00 Sunday 

Chapel School 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

Holiday : 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

27 

Holiday : 

Office Closed 

28 

 

29 

8:00 & 10:30 

Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 

Basics 

10:00 Sunday 

Chapel School 

30 
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MLC’s ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETIG is 

scheduled for Sunday, December 6th.  There will only be 

one worship service that day at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting will 

take place in the Sanctuary, immediately following the    

service.  Be on the lookout for a letter in the mail coming to 

you this month announcing the meeting with accompanying documents for you to review.  It 

is important that you attend if you are a member so your voice is heard. 

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS! 2ND SERVICE READERS 

Volunteering is a great way to get plugged into our church, feel like 

part of a community, and serve Jesus at the same time. At each wor-

ship service we have volunteers read the Scriptures. You do not need 

to be a perfect reader or have a radio voice. All we ask is that you 

have a desire to read God’s Word to His people. If you’d like to be a 

reader at second service, please speak to Bonnie Tremayne or you can email her at 

etrem15901@icloud.com 

A list of readers through December is noted . If 

you have any questions or changes, please con-

tact Bonnie. 

It would be of great assistance to the Financial Secretary and Treasurer if you 
would put your envelope number directly on your check, even if you use an 
envelope. Often during the counting process the check gets separated from the 
envelope.  Thank you!  

mailto:etrem15901@icloud.com
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Cindy Chapman 
904-671-2090 
cchapmanalliance@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer, KC Kramer 
904-797-9943 
kcgailstaug@gmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-615-1116 
caputo343@gmail.com 
 

Tim Goxem 
904-729-9303 
 

Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
 
 

CHAPEL SCHOOL 
Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Email: chapelschooldirector@gmail.com 
Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Financial Secretary: Carole Follett 

Admin Asst & Web Editor: Debi Wood 

December Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:  

November 10th. If you would like to submit an 

article or other information for inclusion in the 

newsletter please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no 

later than the deadline date. Please also submit 

Worship Assistants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, 

etc. by the deadline. Information or Articles arriving 

after the deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


