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June, 2020 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

 

MEETING  

GODZILLA 

This isn’t what you think, especially if you think it’s about the quarantine.  I don’t know about you, but I’ve 
already thought too much about what it is like to spend lots of time inside your house, not to go to a restau-
rant, or even go to church.  Don’t even speak of watching the news!  Now that we are back in church, we still 
can’t sing together or even have a communal cup of coffee.  What’s the world coming to?  But I said this 
wasn’t our subject. 
 

So, before I go any further, let me thank you for bearing with this crazy stuff in this crazy season.  I really 
mean it.  When I remember that you are checking up on each other’s well-being, or volunteering to help 
with something, or just being patient, it helps me do the same things.  Being patient is not my “go-to” atti-
tude in the best of times.  So, thank you. 

Now, on to this newsletter article.  It’s about Godzilla, the Japanese monster they invented for the movies 
after World War II, the atomic bomb, and a nation on its way back from nearly total obliteration.  First, 
Godzilla was the evil in their national midst.  Then, in later movies, he was their ecological defender.  Funny 
how things change.  Can things change?  Ask Godzilla.  Enemy to friend. 
 

I don’t know Godzilla personally, but I think my cousin does.  He loves Japanese science fiction movies.  So, 
when he went to Japan a few years ago on the trip of a lifetime, he met several stars from the original 1954 
movie. He put pictures from these cousin + movie star meetings on Facebook.   He met Godzilla. 
 

What about you?  Would you like to meet Godzilla?  Perhaps I could talk you into it.  It might mean meeting 
your worst nightmare;  the worst thing about yourself or your church or your nation. Think about those 
cardboard skyscrapers Godzilla mows down so easily.  Whatever that evil is within you and the communities 
we live in, that’s what I’m inviting you to meet up with. 
 
We’ve done that!  Things weren’t pleasant during our “Coronaviris Spring,” were they?  Suspicion, resent-
ment, name-calling.  And that was on a good day.  Christianity has a name for it.  But naming and blaming 
are not for us.  Instead, we call out those monsters within.  We do it during the Brief Order for Confession 
and Forgiveness.  We forgive what is monstrous, and make friends with what’s left.  What’s left inside of us 
are forgiven sinners, ready to aspire once again to be like Jesus.   
 

Remember when my cousin had his picture taken with Godzilla?  Monsters were tamed.  We make friends 
with what we are and hope for better days. 
 

Have your picture taken with Godzilla.  It’s kind of like the Confession of Sins and Jesus’ forgiveness.  And 
remember to smile.  It’s a new day. 
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The Church of Christ, in every age,  

beset by change but spirit-led, 

must claim and test its heritage, 

And keep on rising from the dead. 

         -ELW #729, stanza 1 

 

This has been a challenging year.  I hope that you and your loved ones are safe and well. 

We have reopened for worship on a trial basis. And while it may be an inconvenience to wear a 

mask and socially distance, we are blessed to be able to once again meet for worship on Sunday 

mornings. We are being cautious, taking it one step at a time, keeping everyone’s health and safety 

in mind.     

Many of you are wondering why we are not singing, why there is no choir.  Right now, there is re-

search showing that singing can intensify the contagiousness and possible spread of the COVID19 

virus.  Until we feel that it is safe, it is prudent to have instrumental music only. It’s not forever, 

but for a short while, until the science is more settled.  

In the meantime, the church continues. Our Sunday worship is quiet and contemplative and really 

lovely. Many thanks to Pastor Dow for his leadership in this challenging time.  Perhaps, rather 

than focusing on what we miss, we could use this time as an opportunity to be creative and explore 

the many facets of worship beyond music.  

Creative approaches to prayer, environment, worship arts… Looking for ways we can help our local 

community… Reaching out to help those affected by unemployment, food insecurity…  Let us 

claim and live out our heritage in this challenging time.  

Blessings, 

Barb Mattingly 
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 As many of you know, we are continuing our 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday  

worship schedule, which includes communion by bread alone, wearing masks, 

and simplified worship. The goal is to record the service every week: live 

streamed at the 8:00 a.m. service, recorded at the 10:30 then posted for home 

viewing later that day. We are pleased we can offer this service to our members. 

This process is still new, so please bear with us.   

A short—few question—survey was e-mailed to the congregation at the end 

of May in an attempt to gather information to better serve your needs.  

Thank you so much to those who have completed the survey and provided 

thoughts and concerns to us.  We take each and every one seriously. If you 

have not already submitted the survey, please take a few minutes and com-

plete it.  Thank you! 
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06/08 Tim Goxem 

06/09 Joey Winkler 

06/11 Fred Veston 

06/12 Evelyn Chamberlin 

06/18 Tiffany Haley 
  Myra Wilder 

06/21 Jan Voparil 

06/23 Carol Knake 

06/25 Mary Nell Prince 

 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-797-
4377 with your e-mail address and you will be placed 
on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to 
have a printed copy, they will be available on the last 
Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on July 13, 
2020 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

There are always opportunities coming up to get involved 

either through fellowship, outreach or service to the 

church and congregation.  Please prayerfully consider 

stepping out of your normal routine to increase unity 

within our church body and share the love of Christ with 

the community. 

06/13 Peter & Sharon 

  Weingartner 

06/29 Wayne & Rosemarie 

  Leviska 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Delaney Luna 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Rick Rometty 

Mark Chamberlin, Jr 

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

  

The second collection should not replace your reg-
ular giving in the first collection. It is only for the 
funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money in 
the second collection for a fund other than the one 
being collected that money will be placed in the 
general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and 
(b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of 
the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. 
Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the gen-
eral account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Gamble Rogers Food Drive +Sound System Project 

+Church Parking Lot 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Mark Flamino, Sr. 

Annie Stewart 

Scotty Parker 

Joe Tarinelli 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Karen Hatzell 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Patty Kuykendall 

Joy Lohr 

Jean Schoenweiss 

Vera Upenieks 

Ken Barnard 

Kathleen Schaeffer 

Wayne Leviska 

Jill Richey 

 PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Join us on the last Thursday of every month for fun, food 

and fellowship. We also do a short Bible study. All wom-

en of the congregation are invited (and please bring a 

friend)!  L4 meets at 12:00. Please check bulletins for 

upcoming locations.   

GOOD FOOD * GOOD FELLOWSHIP * GOOD  BI-

BLE STUDY! See Eleanor Loseke for more details. 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last Thurs-
day of every month. Watch the bulletin for times and loca-
tion 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in the con-
ference room! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if you are 
interested in joining a study. We’d love to have you! 

Join us the last Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 

Please watch for announcements in your weekly bulletin 
for locations! 

All are welcome for an evening of fellowship and fun. 

All Events are postponed until further notice 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Cindy Chapman 
904-671-2090 
cchapmanalliance@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer, KC Kramer 
904-797-9943 
kcgailstaug@gmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-615-1116 
caputo343@gmail.com 
 

Tim Goxem 
904-729-9303 
 

Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: www.memorial-lutheran.net 

 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 

Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Financial Secretary: Carole Follett 

Admin & Web Assistant: Debi Wood 

July Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:  June 

10th. If you would like to submit an article or other 

information for inclusion in the newsletter please 

send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no later than the 

deadline date. Please also submit Worship Assis-

tants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, etc. by the 

deadline. Information or Articles arriving after the 

deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


