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July, 2020 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

The Pied Piper of  
The Coronavirus 

You know this story.   
 

The medieval picture of the Pied Piper has a pipe (early clarinet?), rats that he was musically luring out 
of Hamelin (in Saxony, southern Germany), and children led out of town to a mountain cave when the 
mayor wouldn’t pay the piper (to coin a phrase).   
 

The rats brought the plague.  We know about plagues, and contagion, and getting sick.  The humans, 
given an answer to their plague problems in Hamelin, refused to pay and lost their children.  It’s a grisly 
tale.   
 

There are a couple of different endings.  In one, the kids are piped out of town to the river, where they 
drown.  In another, they go to a cave (see illustration above) and disappear forever.  In yet another end-
ing, they follow the piper to a magical land where life is wonderful.  But they don’t come back.   
 

We’ve proposed several endings to our modern Coronavirus story.  In one, the economy reopens and is 
restored in the fourth economic quarter.  In another, more people get sick and a percentage of them 
lose their lives.  In yet another, we continue to quarantine and after a year or so a vaccine is discovered.  
 

Unlike the story of the piper, we don’t know the end of the tale.  We here at Memorial are thinking 
about slowly moving toward a reopening, where we can have coffee after worship, sing hymns together, 
and even have meetings (what church person wouldn’t want meetings restored?).   

Here’s some advice.  Stay careful.  Wear your mask.  This summer, masks will be everywhere.  Be re-
sponsible.  Be nice.  Wear your mask.  Social distance.  Stay in contact with others.  Wait it out. 
 

There is always some little detail to these medieval fairy tales that gives a key to wisdom. In this one, 
there are three children whose lives are saved by their infirmities.  One is blind so can’t follow the piper.  
One is deaf and could not hear the piper.  And one is lame, so cannot follow fast enough.  Weakness 
saved them. 
 

We tend to see lack of personal freedoms as weakness.  Luther (also a medieval person) said that Chris-
tians have “freedom for (good works), not just freedom from (personal restrictions).  Luther knew his 
medieval wisdom.   
 

We have freedom for staying careful.  It’s hard, we know.  But when all is said and done, we don’t want 
to pay the piper.   

  
 Pastor Dow 
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For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean water and bread, 

A shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for everyone born, a star overhead. 

For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and simply to be. 

To work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for everyone born, the right to be free. 

And God will rejoice when we are creators of justice and joy, 

And God will rejoice when we are creators of justice, justice and joy. 

For Everyone Born – text by Shirley Erena Murray (1931-2020) 

 

We are living through a tumultuous time in our country’s history; pandemic, social unrest, political 

division, and strife everywhere you look.  As I think about where we as Lutherans are in all this, 

where God is in all this, I find myself drawn to hymn texts like the one quoted above.  For Everyone 

Born is a hymn you may have heard us sing at worship during June. Hymn writer Shirley Erena Mur-

ray was a New Zealand hymn writer know for her texts focusing on social justice and human rights.  I 

love the positive message of inclusion of this hymn. 

As a church, how can we be more inclusive, more open to diversity and diverse voices?  

As your church staff, Linda Chambers, Pastor Dow, and I are exploring ways to be more inclusive, as 

well as dealing with the continuing demands that response to the COVID19 pandemic requires of us.   

Vacation Bible School is going virtual this year, Together Takeout, with a take-home box of Bible 

stories and activities.  As part of VBS, we will be putting together a Prayer Wall on which VBS 

participants, Memorial Lutheran members, and Hope and Deliverance Ministry members will 

all be invited to post prayers for our community, country, and world in this difficult time. 

We will be asking small groups within our church to put together prayers for use at worship.  At 

the June council meeting, council members shared thoughts to include in a prayer for Sunday.  

You don’t have to be at worship in person to contribute to the prayers.  Contact one of us if 

you or your family would like to contribute your prayers to worship. 

We will be incorporating different musical expressions this summer, with solos, duets, and instru-

mental music in the absence of congregational singing.  I would like to begin a small group 

beginning recorder class.  If you would be interested in learning to play recorder, please let me 

know so that I can order materials.   

We are proceeding with the sound system project. We are looking at proposals for an updated sys-

tem, with the possible inclusion of cameras and related technology to assist us in live stream-

ing and recording our worship services. 

God builds a table big enough for all, with justice, compassion, and opportunities for everyone to be 

involved. Will you join us? 

        Peace, 

 Barbara Mattingly 

 Minister of Music 
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07/06 Irv Stockdale 

07/07 Art Goehler 

07/23 Bob Kunz 
  Yvonne Schimmel 

07/30 Eleanor Loseke 

Celebrating  
STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 

 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-797-
4377 with your e-mail address and you will be placed 
on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to 
have a printed copy, they will be available on the last 
Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on July 20, 
2020 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

07/10 Richard & Beverly 

  Sorrentino 

07/24 Marvin & Marilyn 

  Bradshaw 

     OFFICE WISH LIST   

You know the packages of cards we buy 

for Christmas, Thank You, Get Well, 

Birthday, Anniversary, Thinking of You, 

Sympathy, etc. but don’t ever use them 

all? Well we can use them here! We are 

collecting cards in the office to send to our members at appropriate 

times. It’s important that people know we are thinking of them, es-

pecially now when gathering together is harder to do. If you have 

any cards not being used in your junk drawer we would love to have 

them. Please leave cards in the Narthex identified for the Church 

Office.  We appreciate any donation you can make.  Thank you! 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Delaney Luna 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Rick Rometty 

Mark Chamberlin, Jr 

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

  

The second collection should not replace your reg-
ular giving in the first collection. It is only for the 
funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money in 
the second collection for a fund other than the one 
being collected that money will be placed in the 
general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and 
(b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of 
the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. 
Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the gen-
eral account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Gamble Rogers Food Drive +Sound System Project 

+Church Parking Lot 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Mark Flamino, Sr. 

Annie Stewart 

Scotty Parker 

Joe Tarinelli 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Karen Hatzell 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Patty Kuykendall 

Joy Lohr 

Jean Schoenweiss 

Vera Upenieks 

Ken Barnard 

Nancy Barnard 

Kathleen Schaeffer 

Wayne Leviska 

Jill Richey 

Ron Marhanka 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations.  

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last Thurs-
day of every month. Watch the bulletin for times and loca-
tion 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall beginning again on June 26th 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if you are 
interested in joining a study. We’d love to have you! 

LNO will be meeting again, please see details in this 

newsletter under the notice board. 
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Just A Thought 
By Billy Graham 

 
July 4th commemorates the day in 1776 that our nation declared itself to be an independ-
ent nation, and no longer a colony of England. On that date, a number of our leading citi-
zens signed what is known as the Declaration of Independence, stating our determination 
to become a free country. 

Our independence did not come easily; only after several difficult years of war would it 
finally be won. Nor were our first years as a nation free from problems and controversies 
(as is still true). But our forefathers were determined to establish a free and democratic 
system of government, and the Declaration of Independence (together with our Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights) became the foundation for this. They have stood the test of 
time, and on July 4th we give thanks for the wisdom and faith and courage of those lead-
ers. 

Although it is not a religious holiday like Christmas or Easter, for many Americans July 
4th is a time to reflect on God’s goodness to us as a nation. Molded into the Liberty Bell in 
Philadelphia (which proclaimed our independence) are these words from the Bible: 
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants.” (Leviticus 25:10, NKJV). 
Our legal system reflects our Judeo-Christian roots. 

While we look with gratitude to the past on this July 4th, may we also look in faith to the 
future, and commit it and our lives to God and His will. The ancient words of the Psalmist 
are still true: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12). 
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On Sunday, June 14th, 14 members of Memorial Lutheran Church AND 5 non 

members cooked up a batch of delicious dinners which were bagged and hand-

ed out to over 50 homeless with many of them coming back for second help-

ings.  They were very thankful and most stopped to say a prayer of thanks be-

fore they picked up their meals. We had 32 remaining meals that were deliv-

ered by another church to a homeless camp in town.   

The members of Memorial Lutheran have been serving the homeless in St. Augustine for 

five and a half years and we have served over 2,200 meals.   

Please mark your calendars—our next Sunday to feed the homeless is August 9, 2020.   

Thank you for your continued support of this mission.  

LNO will be meeting at Sunset Grill on July 27. They have outdoor 

seating and we think it’s time to come back into the world.  We hope you will 

join us at 6:00 p.m. for a night of fun and fellowship! 

The MLC Website is being reworked and we wanted to give an update of 

our progress.  Much of the site has been developed, there are a few more 

details that are being worked out. We hope to go live with the site closer 

to the end of July. We will keep you posted! To that end, please note that 

we will be taking pictures—now and in the future - to post on-line. We would like to see 

pictures of upcoming special events and times of fellowship highlighted on the website. If 

you DO NOT wish to have your picture posted on the website, please let us know by send-

ing an e-mail to the church office. If we don’t get an e-mail before mid-July we will 

enjoy seeing your smiling face online. This applies only to persons 18 and older.      

Pictures of minors will not be used without written consent.  

Pastor’s Bible study is beginning again on Friday June 26th 

at 10:00 a.m.  Participants will be meeting in Fellowship hall.  Masks 

are recommended and social distancing will apply.  We are excited to be 

meeting again! 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Cindy Chapman 
904-671-2090 
cchapmanalliance@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer, KC Kramer 
904-797-9943 
kcgailstaug@gmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-615-1116 
caputo343@gmail.com 
 

Tim Goxem 
904-729-9303 
 

Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: www.memorial-lutheran.net 

 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 

Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Financial Secretary: Carole Follett 

Admin & Web Assistant: Debi Wood 

August Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:  

July  14th. If you would like to submit an article or 

other information for inclusion in the newsletter 

please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no later than 

the deadline date. Please also submit Worship As-

sistants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, etc. by the 

deadline. Information or Articles arriving after the 

deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


