
1 

 

August, 2020 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

… and the church! 

Raise your hand if you remember UNIVAC, the first comput-

er manufactured for sale to the public.   

It predicted the 1952 presidential election (Eisenhower wins, 

Stevenson loses!) and was made for the U.S. Census Bureau 

after WWII.   

I remember it as a regular “guest” on TV personality Art Lin-
kletter’s show, where it predicted whether couples should get married or not.   
 

Now we depend on computers to help out the church during the quarantine.  For our church it’s the 
omnipresent Zoom call (confirmation class, youth group, various clergy and Bishop’s Office gather-
ings) as well as weekly attempts to place recorded worship services online for you.   
 

Well, thank God for the Magic “Brain” in its current incarnation.  But wait!  When churches use the 
word “incarnation” they usually mean “Word of God in the flesh.”  Let us pray.  “Dear God: whatever 
happened to meeting you and other people ‘in the flesh’?”  That prayer isn’t being answered in the 
old ways, and the charm of computer aided everything is beginning to pale a bit.  What’s next? 
 
The answer is probably “more of the same.”  Stay with me on this.  I’m thinking about offering an 
online and live “Zoom” Bible study.  I have exciting source material in mind and just need to master 
some minor details about Zoom calls, like pressing the right button to let everyone know the meet-
ing is happening.  We can do this.  The question is, what else can we do to keep people safe and 
healthy? 
 

A church where I used to be the pastor is currently meeting just once a month in person; all other 
times are online. Caution is ministry.  With the surge in Covid-19 cases, do we continue to meet in 
person weekly or revert to virtual worship to keep people safe?   
 

An enormous computer from the 1950’s with flashing lights, clicking relays and the ability to do 
matchmaking tasks never seemed to me to be a substitute for real human contact, intellect, and, 
let’s say it… faith.  But we live in strange times.   
 

UNIVAC was the shortened form for Universal Automatic Computer.  If the church wants to have a 
mission that is universal and an automatic, faithful response to Jesus’ command to ‘Go forth, teach, 
and baptize,” then UNIVAC may still have a future with us.   
 

So, hold tight, stay faithful, and get ready for a fall season where we stay connected by phone calls, 
notes in the mail, and something called Zoom.  Art Linkletter might have understood.  Maybe we 

will, too.  With the help of God, all things are possible.                         Pastor Dow 
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THE LITTLE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP 

In these trying times, the little food pantry at the church has been very busy and 
we are out of a lot of food.  

Things we could use are: 

• foods with pull tops 

• canned meats 

• canned fruits 

• soups 

• foods that can be eaten hot or cold 

• baked beans ONLY (no other beans) 

• canned veggies 

• peanut butter and jelly 

• Jello, pudding and applesauce cups 

 

Things we don't need: 

•food in boxes (bugs) 

•outdated food 

 

Also, if you signed up for flow-
ers and are able, please remember to 
send in a check in the amount of $40 
to help cover the cost. Thank you! 

 

 

 

As coordinator of Social Ministry, I would like to share some of the events we, Memorial Lu-
theran church, and Pastor Dow are working on: 
 

1. We recently obtained 500 masks that we received from Flagler College (thanks to Andrea 
McCook) and we will be donating them to local nursing homes and assisted living facilities. 
They will be donated compliments of Memorial Lutheran church. 
 

2. We are hoping to continue our relationship with Hartley Elementary through an organiza-
tion called Hartley Business Partners; the church has been a member since last fall.  Hartley 
delivered to the church office a letter of thanks for our literacy mentoring work and a gift (an 

umbrella, big enough for all the Memorial Mentors to gather under if social distancing weren't an issue). The 
Hartley staff has been contacted and we have again volunteered for anything they might need to support their 
new school year.  No word from them yet and there might not be, but we've been tending to our relationship 
with them during the quarantine. 
 

3. We had contacted Brookdale Assisted Living to serve as volunteers to call Bingo and volunteer in any other 
activities that we can assist with. They definitely welcome any assistance we can offer, but due to virus we had 
to put those efforts on hold. 
 

4. Our final objective is to assist the facility Port In The Storm, a shelter for youth who are over 18 but still have 
no homes. This organization helps the youth obtain jobs and further their life skills. The manner of our assis-
tance is by contributing snacks, clothing and occasional meals. 
 

Judy Caputo 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Delaney Luna 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Rick Rometty 

Mark Chamberlin, Jr 

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

  

The second collection should not replace your reg-
ular giving in the first collection. It is only for the 
funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money in 
the second collection for a fund other than the one 
being collected that money will be placed in the 
general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and 
(b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of 
the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. 
Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the gen-
eral account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Gamble Rogers Food Drive +Sound System Project 

+Church Parking Lot 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Mark Flamino, Sr. 

Annie Stewart 

Scotty Parker 

Joe Tarinelli 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Karen Hatzell 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Patty Kuykendall 

Joy Lohr 

Jean Schoenweiss 

Vera Upenieks 

Ken Barnard 

Nancy Barnard 

Kathleen Schaeffer 

Wayne Leviska 

Jill Richey 

Ron Marhanka 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations.  

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall. Masks recommended, social distancing ob-
served. 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last Thurs-
day of every month. They are currently not meeting. 
Watch the bulletin for times and location. 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if you are 
interested in joining a study. We’d love to have you! 

Please watch for future announcements for gathering 

times and locations. 
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8/08 Tim Goxem 

8/11 Deborah Veston 

8/17 Deby Marhanka 

8/26 Susan Kleiner 

8/27 Arlene Sanders 

 

8/03 Jim VanGilder & 

 Sheryl Gifford 

8/06 John & Cindy Chapman 

8/19 Fred & Joey Winkler 

8/23 Stuart & Bonnie Frazer 

8/30 Jan & Corrine Voparil 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-
797-4377 with your e-mail address and you will 
be placed on the mailing list.  To those who wish 
to continue to have a printed copy, they will be 
available on the last Sunday of every month in the 
Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on Au-
gust 17, 2020 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

     OFFICE WISH LIST   

You know the packages of cards we buy for 

Christmas, Thank You, Get Well, Birthday, 

Anniversary, Thinking of You, Sympathy, 

etc. but don’t ever use them all? Well we 

can use them here! We are collecting cards 

in the office to send to our members at appropriate times. It’s im-

portant that people know we are thinking of them, especially now 

when gathering together is harder to do. If you have any cards not 

being used in your junk drawer we would love to have them. Please 

leave cards in the Narthex identified for the Church Office.  We ap-

preciate any donation you can make.  Thank you! 
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The MLC Website is being reworked and we wanted to give an update of 

our progress.  Much of the site has been developed yet there are a few more 

details that are being worked out. We hoped to go live with the site closer 

to the end of July, however it will probably be August before that will hap-

pen. We will keep you posted!  

Pastor’s Bible study resumes July 31st at 10:00 a.m.  Partici-

pants will be meeting in Fellowship hall.  Masks are recommended and 

social distancing will apply.  We are excited to be meeting again! 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Cindy Chapman 
904-671-2090 
cchapmanalliance@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer, KC Kramer 
904-797-9943 
kcgailstaug@gmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-615-1116 
caputo343@gmail.com 
 

Tim Goxem 
904-729-9303 
 

Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
 

CHAPEL SCHOOL 
Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Financial Secretary: Carole Follett 

Admin & Web Assistant: Debi Wood 

September Steeple Talk Newsletter Dead-

line:  August 18th. If you would like to submit an 

article or other information for inclusion in the 

newsletter please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no 

later than the deadline date. Please also submit 

Worship Assistants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, 

etc. by the deadline. Information or Articles arriving 

after the deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


