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FEBRUARY,  2021 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

Hands around the table  

All the old movies I know seem to have a séance in-
cluded, where someone says, “Don’t break the circle!”  
And then someone does, and bad things start to hap-
pen.  You can learn a lot from old movies. 
 
You can also learn a lot from the Bible. In Paul’s letter  

to the Colossians he writes that as far as God is concerned, there is no Jew or Greek, slave or 
free, etc., but Christ is all and is in all.  In the Colossian church, people concentrated on the 
things they thought constituted their core identity.  “I’m a Greek, and different than you, a Jew.”  
“I’m a free person, and different than you, a slave.”  We bring plenty of things to the table too, 
don’t we?   

These days, you can substitute words like northerner, southerner, blue state, red state, and so on 
to get the same effect.  But Paul had a vision of the church as the one thing in the world that 
could unite everybody.  Do you share that vision? 
 
We come to the table.  Before we came, we were told that people who are different are wrong or 
bad.  Don’t you believe it.  Instead, remember that in Jesus Christ we are wondrous, beautiful, 
amazing children of God.  I think that’s why we like Christmas so much, and Easter, too.  There’s 
a vision in those stories of all of us standing around the manger or the empty tomb.  There, as 
fantastic surprise and miracle, he makes us one in him. 
 
So, as our country’s future and our world’s future unfolds, remember not to break that circle.  
It’s the circle forged in love as we stand ‘round the font, baptizing our next generation into their 
eternal identity in Jesus.  It’s the circle forged in hope as we gather around the altar, receiving 
Jesus’ presence and love in bread and wine.  Don’t break the circle.  Treasure our unity in Jesus 
and build on it.  Look for Jesus in the person you seek to understand and find him there. 
 
We are Christians before and after we are anything else.  We are the world’s foremost authorities 
on forgiving, on keeping the circle unbroken, on unity of purpose.  Thank you for maintaining 
your most valuable expertise in unity in Jesus during these unusual times.  It’s what he died and 
rose for. 
 
Pastor Dow 
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Chapel School News 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 

male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”  Galatians 3:28 

Each day at Chapel School includes Chapel Time with our children in their classroom 
cohorts and their families on Zoom from all over the world.  Each day is unique, each 
day is uplifting, and each day I grow in my own faith as I learn from these little 
“mirrors of Christ.”  Since the children returned to school following the Christmas 
Break, they have been excited to watch “baby Jesus” grow up in our Bible stories.  We 
have gotten to know John the Baptist in all his hairiness - and the kids love singing 
about him in the song, “Bugs for Lunch.”  Now as we are looking forward to February 
and Valentine’s Day, we are singing Chapel songs about my favorite subject: LOVE! 

Love abounds in our church and school, and we’re so excited to be a part of the love 
that is shared with our community through our weekday outreach ministry.  Despite the pandemic, amazing 
things are happening for Chapel School:  

• We currently we have 51 children enrolled - and our VPK class is already full for this fall. 
• Our secure outdoor classroom in the north courtyard is being enjoyed each week, and because of a grant 

from the state of Florida, we were able to purchase extremely durable and fun additional equipment.  Chil-
dren benefit from spending substantial time outdoors, and children need a connection to nature to feel 
whole.  This wonderful space makes Chapel School more holistic and complete. 

• Our families are learning about the saving love of Jesus Christ each morning in Chapel together.  More 
than half of our families join us using Zoom each day.  Moms, Dads, and Grandparents, along with their 
Chapel School kids, hear God’s word, and pray together. 

• Many of our Chapel School families made reservations and joined us for the family service outdoors on 
Christmas Eve.  Building on this, Pastor and I are planning quarterly family services in the Outdoor Chap-
el. 

• The family of Jan & Ken Helms have expressed a desire to give “Papa’s Playground” a much-needed update 
this summer!  We are so grateful to their generosity.  Special thanks to Nancy Scott for her help in securing 
this valuable help. 

The glory for all of these wonderful gifts belongs to God.  He has made it possible for Memorial Lutheran 
Chapel School to exist and to flourish.  He has equipped us with wonderful teachers who go above and beyond 
each day in their dedication to service and quality.  He gathers our families for worship, and we are so grateful 
for his many blessings.   

This month I will be leading a virtual gathering of ELCA Schools & Learning Centers leaders on how we have 
continued Chapel Time in our classroom cohorts with families joining on Zoom.  Chapel Time is at the heart of 
our ministry and because of the virus, we have had to completely change it – however it is more successful 
than ever, and families are still taking time each day to join us.   What has made this change really interesting 
is that because of Zoom, families from other cities, states, and even countries are joining us!   One of our 
grandparents from Russia joins us twice a day as both her grandchildren are in different classes.  All the kids 
have learned how to say goodbye in Russian and they love seeing their family members online.  An uncle from 
Louisiana stopped me on Christmas Eve to say hello because he recognized me from Chapel Time.  He told me 
that he watches from his office as often as he can, and his co-workers love to watch with him.  From our little 
classrooms, the Word of God is reaching out in LOVE around the world.  I am excited to share how this is done 
with my fellow early childhood directors in the ELCA. 

This month our preschoolers would normally be visiting our United States veterans at the VA Nursing Home.  
As with so many things, this will not happen.  We will, however, still share our LOVE with the residents.  Our 
Chapel School kids are already cutting and decorating heart shaped Valentines to send over to the Clyde Las-
sen Veteran’s Nursing Home.  We will also be videotaping our students singing songs about love and sharing 
them. 

Next month look for big news about LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK coming March 7-11!  Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve our church and our Lord. 

 Yours in Christ, 
 Linda Chambers, Director 
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Family Ministry News 

It was a busy and FUN holiday season for the families of Memorial Lutheran 
Church and Chapel School.  We enjoyed celebrating the birth of our Lord in new, 
socially distant ways.  Our beautiful Outdoor Chapel has been such a blessing as 
we continue to gather safely with our families.  For Christmas, the Chapel School 
staff helped me set up the nativity stable outside with a lovely live tree and lots of 
beautiful white lights. 

We kicked off the holiday season with a fun Drive-In movie in the parking lot for 
our Chapel School families. A local company called Backyard Projections donated  

the use of huge outdoor screen and projector.  We used spray chalk to paint large family circles 8 feet apart.  We 
popped popcorn and placed it in bags prepared for each family.  We also put different crafts in the family bags 
for movie breaks.  As the sun began to set, families arrived in pajamas with their chairs and blankets.  They wore 
pajamas because our movie was “The Polar Express” and at the end of the movie Santa delivered frozen bells 
from the North Pole for all the kids.  It was a blast, and we are going to try to do another movie this spring.  

Each of our Chapel School classroom cohorts gathered with their families safe-
ly in our Outdoor Chapel for Christmas Chapel on the last day of school before 
the Winter Break.  The kids enjoyed singing our Christmas songs, and got to 
pick what character they wanted to be for our program:  angels, Mary, Joseph, 
shepherds, or animals.    

Our Youth Group had a super fun “Elf” movie-themed Christmas Party.  We had so much fun playing socially 
distant silly games and enjoyed Buddy spaghetti complete with M&M’s, mini marshmallows, snow caps, choco-
late and maple syrup, topped with broken pieces of Pop Tarts.  It sounds gross, but really didn’t taste too bad.  
Our youth each brought an ornament that has meaning for them, and shared it with us; and they also made an 
ornament and everyone voted on the Most Creative.  It was a tough competition. The win-
ner created a nativity scene by bending and shaping a single piece of wire.  After the party, 
we packed up 2 stockings with goodies for Holly & Taylor, and dropped them off at their 
house. 

We were very excited when we had 112 people make reservations for the 4pm Christmas 
Eve service.  Huge thanks to John & Cheryl Mampe along with Stuart & Bonnie Frazer 
(and their daughters) who helped us set up tables and chairs outside so that we could sep-
arate family groups safely.  The weather was beautiful, the manger was set up with white 
tulle surrounding baby Jesus.  Children sang their favorite Chapel song, “Get Ready” to 
start the service.  Pastor read the Proclamation with help from everyone present.  Families 
helped tell the story during an interactive reading of Luke, Chapter 2.  We brought offer-
ings of diapers and placed them under the tree.  The children led us in The Lord’s Prayer.  We lit battery operated 
candles and sang “Silent Night” like a lullaby for the infant King.  Although we had some no-shows, everyone 
present enjoyed the service and stayed to take pictures of their children with baby Jesus. 
 

Our confirmands continue to meet and explore our unit on the New Testament.  This month we will have a re-
treat where each of our youth will do a half-hour presentation on one of the four Gospels.  Our confirmands will 
celebrate the Affirmation of their Baptism during the 10:30am service on Pentecost, May 23.   

Thanks to everyone who donated to our Advent Tree for ELCA Good Gifts.  Togeth-
er we raised over $400 for the ELCA to respond where and when needed most: 
starting new ministries, sending missionaries, training leaders, engaging youth and 
young adults, sharing the gospel and serving our neighbors. With your gifts, you 
have created an opportunity to make a widespread impact, reaching far and wide to 

share God’s love. 
 

Family ministry continues to thrive in new ways at Memorial Lutheran Church.  Sunday Chapel School continues 

to meet each Sunday morning at 10am in the Outdoor Chapel.  Confirmation meets bi-weekly, and Youth Group 

also meets bi-weekly.  Chapel School kids are hearing God’s Word each day, and sharing that love with families 

on Zoom all over the world.  Please continue to pray for our families and our church. 

Yours in Christ, 
Linda Chambers, Director of Family Ministry  



4 

 

On Sunday, December 13,  8 families from Memorial Lutheran Church 

AND 1 Non-member family cooked 91 delicious dinners which were 

bagged and handed out to very thankful homeless people in downtown St. 

Augustine.  We did not have any leftover meals this time.   

We extend a great big thank you to our cooks--Marie Bates and Barrie 

Daniels, Allison Glomboski and her family, John and Cheryl Mampe,  

Fred and Joey Winkler, Tim Goxem, Bob Kunz, Tony and Cathy Ardito and Alain 

Hentschel.   A big thank you to Alain, Tony and Steve Buente who were on hand to drive 

and distribute the meals downtown.   If you would like to participate in the future, please 

contact Alain at forcesatplay@yahoo.com    We are thrilled to have you.   

The members of Memorial Lutheran have been serving the homeless in St. Augustine 

through the efforts of Dining with Dignity for five and a half years and we have served over 

2,500 meals.   

Please mark your calendars—our next Sunday to feed the homeless is February 14 , 2021.   

Thank you for your continued support of this mission. 

Brief Meeting Notes: Jan 11, 2021 

• Thanks to Ron Marhanka for filling in the Sunday after Christmas. 

• Sound System will be installed at the end of Jan. They are awaiting parts to be delivered. 

• Constitution will be updated this year. 

• Audit Committee will begin to meet. 

• There is a new Accounting System coming. 

• Committees will begin to meet via Zoom, email or in person as we venture into 2021.  

• Missy Dow will head up a committee to train those interested in using the new sound system. 

• May 23rd will be Confirmation. 

• $400 was raised by the congregation for the Good Gift's ELCA program Christmas tree. 

• ELCA Youth Gathering has been moved to 2022 in Minneapolis. 6 kids will attend. 

mailto:forcesatplay@yahoo.com
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2/06 Barbara Glace 

2/16 Barbara Ryder 

2/17 Jean Hartkemeyer 

2/21 Ann Scott 

2/25 Sally Conway 

2/26 Debi Wood 

2/28 Kim Mickey 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-797-
4377 with your e-mail address and you will be placed 
on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to 
have a printed copy, they will be available on the last 
Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on 
February 8, 2021 

If you have a birthday 

or anniversary this 

month and your name 

is not listed, please con-

tact the church office. 

2/16 Jeffrey & Sandy Scott 

2/17 John & Arlene Sanders 

2021 GIVING ENVELOPES: Giving 
Envelopes have been moved to the 
Church Office.  If you have not picked 
up your envelopes and wish to have 
them, please come to the office           
between the hours of 8 and 12:30.  
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Delaney Luna 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Rick Rometty 

Mark Chamberlin, Jr 

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

Dylan Harris 

Kyle Melnick 

The second collection should not replace your reg-
ular giving in the first collection. It is only for the 
funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money in 
the second collection for a fund other than the one 
being collected that money will be placed in the 
general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and 
(b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of 
the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. 
Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the gen-
eral account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Gamble Rogers Food Drive +Sound System Project 

  +Church Parking Lot 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Annie Stewart 

Scotty Parker 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Rita Edginton 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Patty Kuykendall 

Fred Farley 

Jean Schoenweiss 

Ken & Nancy Barnard 

Taylor Rewitzer 

Victor Neilson 

Dee LaMendola 

Matt Bellamy 

Jean Tetta 

Lottie Britt 

Jim Rackley 

Wayne Leviska 

Howie Mallow 

Michael Brogan 

Megan Carrigan 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Kristine Neilson 

Alain Hentchel 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations. Stay healthy and safe until we can 

meet again! 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last 
Thursday of every month. Watch the bulletin for 
times and location 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall beginning again on June 26th 

• We have a Lutheran basics adult class called 
“Faith//Talking!” between services every Sunday 
morning at 9:15.  We look at Lutheran “classics” 
like the Ten Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer, 
and the Creed with some help and comments 
from Martin Luther, guided by Pastor Dow and 
including you! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if 
you have any questions about joining a study. We’d 
love to have you! 

Ladies night out is a great way to meet the women of 

MLC and enjoy good food and fellowship. The ladies 

meet the last Monday of each month at 5:30 for din-

ner.  Please watch the Sunday bulletin or look on our 

website  for details.  memoriallutheranchurch.net 
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FEBRUARY 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

5-9p Orchid 
Society 

3 4 

6:30p ACA 

5 

10a Bible Study 

6 

9a-12 Orchid 
Soc Pavilion 

7 

8:00 & 10:30 
Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 
Basics 

10:00 Sun 
Chapel School 

8  

6:00p Council 
Mtg 

9 10 

6-9p Church 
Hall rented 

11 

6:30p ACA 

12 

10a Bible Study 

13 

10a HAM    
Radio Testing 
Pavilion 

14  
 

8:00 & 10:30 
Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 
Basics 

10:00 Sun 
Chapel School 

15 

Office Closed 

 

16 

 

 

17 18 

6:30p ACA 

19 

10a Bible Study 

20 

21 

8:00 & 10:30 
Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 
Basics 

10:00 Sun 
Chapel School 

22 23 24 25 

6:30p ACA 

26 

10a Bible Study 

27 

12-6p B’day 
Party Pavilion 

28 

8:00 & 10:30 
Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 
Basics 

10:00 Sun 
Chapel School 
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2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-615-1116 
caputo343@gmail.com 
 

Ron Scott 
219-879-0998 
ttac9404@comcast.net 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: memoriallutheranchurch.net 

 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 

Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Email: chapelschooldirector@gmail.com 
Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Financial Secretary: Carole Follett 

Admin Asst & Web Editor: Debi Wood 

March Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:  

February 9, 2021. If you would like to submit an 

article or other information for inclusion in the 

newsletter please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no 

later than the deadline date. Please also submit 

Worship Assistants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, 

etc. by the deadline. Information or Articles arriving 

after the deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


