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January, 2020 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Birthday /
Anniversary…………..4 

Prayer needs.……...6/7 

Volunteer List…...….8 

Calendar………..….….9 

MEMORIAL’S CONGREGATIONAL MID-TERMS! 
Studying for mid-term exams in school was no 
picnic.  It usually involved all-nighters, re-
reading some textbooks that were dull beyond 
belief the first time, and finally, an honest as-
sessment of how much you had learned… or 
hadn’t.  Yes, I remember mid-terms well. 

Now, Memorial is getting ready for its own mid-
term exam.  That is, sometime this month the 

pastor, the council, and a representative from the Bishop’s Office will sit 
down together at the midpoint in my one year term call.  We will take stock 
of where we are financially, spiritually, and organizationally.  We will make a 
determination about our future as the living body of Christ.   

You know our three options:  start over with a new pastor if no satisfactory results have been obtained, contin-
ue our present part-time arrangement for another year to work on things that are “in process,” or make the 
move to a full time pastorate with appropriate hours, compensation, and a letter of call reflecting those things 
because all are committed to pastoral ministry and their own ministries. 
 

Please read my annual report for a discussion of my assessment of how we’ve done in our first 9 months to-
gether.  As well, there are some observations to be made about the benefits of a congregation working with a 
full time pastor vs. a part time one or interim.  It would seem that growth is directly related to sustaining a full 
time pastorate.  But you knew that.   

Here’s why, in brief.  Parishes that expect to grow have pastors who have the time and resources to do the work 
of being a pastor.  And just as true, members who understand and do their jobs (coordinating volunteers, set-
ting up the altar, delivering flowers to shut-ins, setting up tables and chairs for an event… you name it) also 
make a church grow in faith as well as size and scope.  It seems obvious to me as to where we presently stand. 
 

So, here’s our mid-term exam.  Check all that apply: 
 

 During the one-year term call, we have fulfilled the Call of Christ by… 
 

A. Getting a pastor who can do all the work while we observe as arm-chair critics 
B. Supporting pastoral leadership by all doing their part 
C. Having a pastor who understands the call and works to fulfill it 
D. Employing a “wait and see” attitude instead of venturing forth in faith 

 

If you answered B) and C) then not only do we pass our mid-term, we do honor to our Lord and build a founda-
tion for ministry that speaks Jesus’ name to others. 
 

Therefore, pay no attention to the guy in the photo above!  He has not spent time preparing for his mid-terms!  
We know better!  And we have been studying and working hard and faithfully. 
 

Thank you. 
Pastor Dow 
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This past year—2019—was a good year. We started the process of  

calling a new full time pastor, firmed up committees, cleaned up the 

building and paid off the mortgage.  

 

This year your new council has the challenge of maintaining and  

expanding the ideas and processes that the previous council  

implemented. 

 

I am looking forward to this new year with anticipation and excitement. 

 

Your Treasurer 

KC Kramer 

 

Thank you to those members going off Council: Carol Stockdale—
President, Diane Anderson—Vice President, and Yvonne Schimmel.  
Your work on council has been integral to the important changes made 
here at MLC and your service to the congregation was performed with 
dedication and love. You are very much appreciated. Thank you! 

 

Welcome to all the 2020 council members (see names on the back of 
the newsletter)! We are so pleased you have agreed to serve on the 
Council and look forward a wonderful year ahead! 
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Chapel School News 
 

“Get ready, get ready, get ready for the baby. Get ready, get 
ready, for little Baby Jesus!” 

“He came down that we may have love (light, joy, peace), Halle-
lujah, forever more!” 

“Holy infant, so tender and mild!” 
 

These song verses are from our Chapel Time songs for Advent. 
They include lots of sign language that the children love to learn. 
The children and their families enjoyed our “12 days of Advent” 
celebration. Each morning during Chapel we lit up another light 
on our circular Advent path as we “got ready” to welcome the Light of the World! We 
celebrated our Lord’s birth  
during our special Christmas Chapel Program on Thursday morning, December 12, fol-
lowed by a Christmas Brunch. Huge thanks to everyone who participated in our Ad-
vent Diaper Drive for the residents of the St. Augustine Homeless Coalition. 
 

Other fun events in December included our fun Polar Express Party and the annual 
Christmas Parade! During the party we all got to wear our pajamas to school - and 
drink hot chocolate, and eat popcorn - while watching segments of the great Christmas 
film, “The Polar Express.” We even received a shipment of frozen bells from the North 
Pole! Special thanks to KC Kramer for his appearance as Santa! More Christmas fun 
included wearing Christmas sweaters, hats & socks to school instead of our uniforms 
during our last week. 
 

At the beginning of Advent, the children were very excited to find a manger in their 
classroom underneath a beautiful shiny star hanging from the ceiling. In the manger 
was baby Jesus wrapped in a blanket. During the month the children had interactions 
with baby Jesus and to watch the reverence that the children naturally had was truly 
amazing. Even the rough and tumble boys who would never play with a doll spent time 
gently picking up baby Jesus and giving him hugs and kisses. 
 

Special thanks to everyone who purchased holiday wreaths to benefit our school!! 
 

In January we will learn more about math concepts while we bowl at Anastasia Lanes. 
Bowling is a great way to learn about less and more, some and all, estimating, count-
ing, as well as the physical aspects of aiming a ball down the alley. In February we will 
visit the Clyde Lassen Veteran’s Nursing Home with homemade Valentines and share 
Chapel songs about love. 
 

It’s going to be a very exciting 2020 for Memorial Lutheran Chapel School. Please keep 
our children, our staff and their families in your thoughts and prayers as we work to-
gether to “Share God’s LOVE” during this busy time! 

Yours in Christ, 
Linda Chambers, Director 
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1/08 Sharon Weingartner 

1/13 Emma Marhanka 

1/17 Linda Leone 

1/20 Sheryl Gifford 

1/23 Karissa Amrhein 

1/25 Andrea McCook 

1/27 Wayne Leviska 

1/31 Linda Hubbard 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-797-
4377 with your e-mail address and you will be placed 
on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to 
have a printed copy, they will be available on the last 
Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on January 
13, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

There are always opportunities coming up to get involved 

either through fellowship, outreach or service to the 

church and congregation.  Please prayerfully consider 

stepping out of your normal routine to increase unity 

within our church body and share the love of Christ with 

the community. 

1/01 John & Karen Amrhein 

1/02 John & Cheryl Mampe 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospi-
talized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

  

The second collection should not replace your regular 
giving in the first collection. It is only for the funds cho-
sen. Additionally, if you place money in the second col-
lection for a fund other than the one being collected that 
money will be placed in the general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other than the 
2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general account, if you 
would like to give to a fund other than the fund chosen, 

please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and (b) to bring or mail the check in-
to the church office with the name of the approved fund noted on the check 
and your envelope number. Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be 
placed in the general account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Ecumenical Food Pantry  +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Gamble Rogers Food Drive +Sound System Project 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Mark Flamino, Sr. 

Annie Stewart 

Scotty Parker 

Joe Tarinelli 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Karen Hatzell 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Gene Caputo 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Patty Kuykendall 

Joy Lohr 

Jean Schoenweiss 

Jim Smith 

Vera Upenieks 

Sheryl Gifford 

John Sanders 

Ken Barnard 

Kathleen Schaeffer 

Wayne Leviska 
PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Join us on the last Thursday of every month for fun, 

food and fellowship. We also do a short Bible study. 

All women of the congregation are invited (and 

please bring a friend)!  L4 meets at 12:00. Please 

check bulletins for upcoming locations.   

GOOD FOOD * GOOD FELLOWSHIP * GOOD  

BIBLE STUDY! See Eleanor Loseke for more details. 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last Thurs-
day of every month. Watch the bulletin for times and loca-
tion 

• Pastor’s Bible study Friday’s at 10:00 a.m. in the con-
ference room! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if you are 
interested in joining a study. We’d love to have you! 

  Join us the last Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 

Please watch for announcements in your weekly bulletin 
for locations! 

All are welcome for an evening of fellowship and fun. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT (PNO) starts back in February 
2020 and runs through May. We meet in the fellowship hall 
from 6-8p.   

Volunteers are needed, and so are donations of 
snacks.  Please let Linda Chambers know if you can help. It’s 
a fun evening for all.   

Luke 6:38: Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be 

poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you.” 

6 
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Mike Kappelmann 

Delaney Luna 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Rick Rometty 

Mark Chamberlin, Jr 

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

JUST A THOUGHT 

The most influential heroes in life are not 

those who get all the glory.  All over the 

world are everyday heroes, doing what they 

do because they know it is good and right; 

not for any recognition. 

These heroes work patiently and diligently behind the scenes 

to create meaningful value in people’s lives day after day. 

They honor commitments and pay attention to quality. They 

put others first on a regular basis and when they see a need 

they fill it. Without these humble everyday heroes the world 

would be a sad and difficult place.  

Everyday heroes want to make a real difference in the world 

because they understand how much they are loved by their 

father in heaven and want to help share that love with those 

around them. As 2020 moves ahead, let’s look for ways that 

we can become everyday heroes to those in our path. 

Colossians 3:12 You are the people of God; he loved you and chose 

you for his own. So then, you must clothe yourselves with com-

passion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  
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1/05  1/05  

1/12  1/12  

1/19  1/19  

1/26  1/26  

    

“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, 
one will lift up his fellow.”   Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

Lay Assistants 8:00                             Lay Readers, 10:30 
  Kristine Neilson                     

 

   Greeters – 8:00     Greeters – 10:30 
   Carol Nunemaker           Peg Bader  

 

  Altar Guild 8:00 & 10:30          Ushers – 10:30 
  Bonnie Frazer, 794-9093             Cheryl Mampe, 386-246-4129 

 

  Fellowship – 8:00      Fellowship 10:30 

1/05 John Anderson & Susan Kleiner 1/05 John & Karen Amrhein 

1/12 Tim Goxem & Kris Neilson 1/12 Art & Sherry Haase 

1/19 Ann Warner & Kris Neilson 1/19 Alain Hentschel & Eleanor Loseke 

1/26 Ron & Ann Scott 1/26 Joey Winkler & Tim Goxem 

    

1/05 Kris Neilson 1/05 Hatsue Wright 

1/12 Ann Warner 1/12 Peg Bader 

1/19 Carol Nunemaker 1/19 Roland Loseke 

1/26 Rob Helfer 1/26 Bette MacDowell 

    

1/05 Sheryl Gifford 1/05 Bob & Greta Larkin 

1/12 Helen Mullen 1/12 Bob Kunz & Billy Meares 

1/19 Bonnie Frazer 1/19 Laura Ryder & John Mampe 

1/26 Sheryl Gifford 1/26 John & Cheryl Mampe 

    

1/05 Paul Grow 1/05  

1/12  1/12  

1/19 Art & Ruth Goehler 1/19  

1/26  1/26  

    

Altar Flowers ($40)          Communion Elements/Sanctuary Candles ($5 ea) 

Counters 

JANUARY:  Jan Blythe & Yvonne Schimmel 
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January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 Office Closed 

 

No Choir re-

hearsal 

2 Office Closed 3 Office Closed 4 Office Closed 

5 

7:30 Choir 

8:00 Worship 

9:30 Choir 

10:00 Chapel 

School 

10:30 Worship 

Exec Mgt 

6 Office open 

Chapel School 

Back 

7 

5:00 Orchid 

Society 

6:30 BBSS 

8 

No Choir re-

hearsal 

4:30 Confirma-

tion 

9 

6:30 AA/ACA 

10 

10:00 Bible 

Study 

11 

HDM Prayer 

meeting 

12 

7:30 Choir 

8:00 Worship 

9:30 Choir 

10:00 Chapel 

School 

10:30 Worship 

 

13 

6:00 Council 

Meeting 

14 

6:30 BBSS 

15 

4:30 Youth 

5:30 Choir 

 

16 

8:00 Men’s 

Breakfast 

6:30 AA/ACA 

17 

10:00 Bible 

Study 

18 

19 

7:30 Choir 

8:00 Worship 

9:30 Choir 

10:00 Chapel 

School 

10:30 Worship 

 

20 

Holiday  

Office Closed 

21 

6:30 BBSS 

22 

4:30 Confirma-

tion 

5:30 Choir 

 

23 

6:30 AA/ACA 

24 

10:00 Bible 

Study 

25 

26 

7:30 Choir 

8:00 Worship 

9:30 Choir 

10:00 Chapel 

School 

10:30 Worship 

27 

6:00 Ladies 

Night Out 

28 

6:30 BBSS 

29 

4:30 Youth 

5:30 Choir 

 

30 

Noon L4 Lunch 

6:30 AA/ACA 

31 

10:00 Bible 

Study 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Cindy Chapman 
904-671-2019 
cchapmanalliance@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer, KC Kramer 
904-797-9943 
kcgailstaug@gmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-679-5614 
 

Tim Goxem 
904-729-9303 
 

Nancy Scott 
904-471-8467 
 

Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: www.memorial-lutheran.net 

 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 

Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Financial Secretary: Carole Follett 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School Dir: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

February Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:  

January 14th. If you would like to submit an arti-

cle or other information for inclusion in the news-

letter please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com.  Please 

also submit Worship Assistants: Readers, Altar 

Guild, Greeters, etc. by the deadline. Information or 

Articles arriving after the deadline will not be in-

cluded. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


