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September, 2020 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

God’s Work/Our Hands:  Hands 
Joined In Prayer on September 13 

People from all over the world come to the “Wailing Wall” in 
Jerusalem to pray every day.  When I was there it was       
almost silent.  What you see is a remnant of the temple,    
destroyed about 70 A.D.  To pray, you write your request for 
God on a piece of paper and insert it into the wall.   
 

 

What would you pray for?  Restoration, hope, and healing come to mind. 

Sunday, September 13 is God’s Work/Our Hands Sunday across the Evangelical         
Lutheran Church in America.  At other times, we’ve undertaken projects that require a lot of   
activity.  This year, perhaps the silence and contemplation of prayer is best for this day. 
 
The week before, beginning on Sunday, September 6, a container will be stationed in the 
Columbarium Courtyard to receive your prayers.  We will pray them on God’s Work/
Our Hands Sunday at both services.  We will also accept prayers via Pastor Dow’s e-mail.  You 
can text your prayers to him as well.   
 
We are presently reaching out to the community for prayer partners.  Please know that your 
prayers are where this begins.  What would you pray for?  Our world?  Our community?  Your 
family?  Our congregation?  Good health and healing?   
 
We know that hands that pray seek to serve. We are offering three opportunities to support our 
local community:  Brookdale Sr. Living, Port in the Storm Homeless Youth Shelter and Hartley 
Elementary School. Please select a charity to support and consult the need list here in Steeple 
Talk or in the Narthex to make a donation. Your praying hands will serve others well. 
 
“Take it to the Lord in Prayer” on God’s Work/Our Hands Sunday.  In these  
unusual times, God would love to hear from you, and will act in love to help. 
 
Pastor Dow 
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On Sunday, August 16th, we held a congregational meeting to vote for approval to spend 

money from the general fund for a new sound system and livestreaming equipment. Because 

our congregational meeting did not meet quorum, we are taking votes by email and in-

person at worship, the office, and prior to the September council meeting. Please see the 

email blast of August 17th to read the minutes of the congregational meeting for background 

regarding this project.   

In addition, let me give you here some background that you may not know. Our sound sys-

tem is approximately fifteen years old.  It has been failing for the last three or four years.  The 

monitors don’t work, Pastor’s mic malfunctions on a regular basis, there is a constant feed-

back hum, microphones are failing, and several important occasions the system has com-

pletely failed to work at all.  Anyone in the choir will tell you that we struggle with the system 

every Sunday.   

Almost two years ago we started making plans to replace the system. In December of 2018 I 

was asked to start getting bids for the project. I put out a request on Facebook to church mu-

sicians and school music teachers for recommendations. Three companies were consistently 

mentioned, Florida Sound, Trinity AVL, and All-Pro Integrated Systems.  I got a bid from 

Florida Sound last summer.  It came in at $34,000.00 which I thought was a little high. 

About that time we started a major fundraising push to pay off the mortgage, so the sound 

system project was put on hold. This past March Trinity AVL gave us a bid for approximately 

$18,480.21.  Once the COVID19 pandemic hit and we suspended in-person worship, it be-

came clear that we also needed the capability to livestream worship. We asked Trinity AVL 

and received a $6,975.45 quote for livestreaming equipment. In June, Trinity gave a presen-

tation at the council meeting regarding their bid.  Trinity AVL is local, based in Orange Park.  

They have installed systems in many local churches, to excellent reviews.  Alain Hentschel, 

Tony Ardito, and I went to St. Anastasia Catholic Church to look at the sound system that 

Trinity AVL had installed there.  The music director at St. Anastasia gave us a thorough tour 

and expressed how happy they are with the equipment and service they have received from 

Trinity AVL.  

At the council’s request I did pursue a third bid, from All-Pro Integrated Systems in Pensaco-

la.  They are a big company, doing major projects nation-wide.  The sales representative, 

based in Tampa, looked at photos and specs of our worship space and sent me a project esti-

mate for the sound system and livestreaming equipment of between $60,000 and $80,000.   

My feeling was that Trinity AVL gave us the best bid, not just the lowest bid.  They are local, 

and I feel strongly that we will get the best service from them.  

 

Continued on next page 
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Some of you may feel uneasy about using money from the general fund for a project like this 

right now. You may feel that now is not the time to be spending money on this.  Consider 

this:  now is precisely the time to upgrade our worship presence.  We are attempting to 

livestream our worship services with only a cellphone and inadequate wi-fi service.  With so 

many people worshiping virtually, we need to put our best foot forward.  We need a modern, 

digital sound system that delivers, and professional livestreaming capability so that we can 

reach a wider audience, both our own members and others who may be church-shopping.   

Regarding the church finances, we have almost $4000 in donations already set aside for the 

project.  The project has been designated for almost 18 months as a special project for giving.  

Last year when we fundraised for paying off the mortgage, an anonymous donor provided 

matching funds up to $50,000.  Because of your generosity, the matching funds were not 

needed, but were given to the church anyway and put into the general fund. We currently 

have more than $200,000 in our general fund.   

This project is an investment in our worship life.  Worship is the most important thing that 

we do as a church.  This is a need, not a want.  We do not have the same computers in the  

office that we did fifteen years ago. We do not have the same phone system that we had fif-

teen years ago. We do not have the same air conditioners that we had fifteen years ago. You 

probably do not have the same cell phone that you had fifteen years ago. This too is necessary 

technology that we need to update in order to be on par with other churches and serve our 

membership in the 21st century. 

I urge you to give this your prayerful consideration. If you have questions, please feel free to 

contact me. 

Peace, 

Barbara Mattingly - Minister of Music 

barbaramattingly@gmail.com 



4 

 

   Chapel School News 

 

 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8 

 

Decision burnout. This term was used by a colleague last month in a Zoom call for Lutheran 
School leaders. I can relate. Decision burnout is real. Another appropriate term used by a friend 
is “analysis paralysis.” Again, very real. 

 

Chapel School families left for Spring Break on March 12. We have been closed ever since. Our 
kids miss school. Our parents miss school. Our staff members miss school. No one thought this 
would happen, how could it ever be predicted correctly? During the months of March, April, and 
May our staff did an amazing job creating daily Chapel Time and preschool lessons using dis-
tance learning. Who would believe you could teach preschool remotely, but we did it.  

 

Throughout this spring and summer I have stayed current with the fluid changes this pandemic 
has caused. I have been on countless Zoom calls, and communicated with other directors locally 
and nationwide. The numbers of those infected spiked, declined, and now have spiked and de-
clined again. As these numbers change, the plans to reopen change and evolve.  

 

We have a plan in place to open as scheduled on Monday, August 31. I believe we have put to-
gether a plan that creates the safest possible environment for our Chapel School kids, families, 
and staff. There will be many changes, including some that are difficult like no Chapel Time in 
the sanctuary. Parents will drop off and pick up outside of the building utilizing a contactless 
form of signing in and out. We will take temperatures upon drop off and then hourly during the 
day, class sizes are smaller, and children will be eating lunch in their classrooms.  

 

Changes can be difficult, but we have faith. Faith in the tough decisions we have researched and 
decided upon. Faith in our amazing staff of dedicated early childhood professionals. Faith in our 
church, and its dedication to serving the families of our community. Most importantly, we have 
faith in our Lord.  

 

The book of Hebrews was written to a community that was filled with uncertainty. Like those 
early Christians, we are facing doubt and questions. Let us remember that Christ was not a pow-
erful king with a shiny crown, but a humble servant who died on the cross. Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever. Amen. 

 

In Christ, 

Linda Chambers, Director 
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       Family Ministry News 
 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them 
be afraid.” John 14:27 
 
What a difference a year makes. Last year we celebrated one of our big-
gest and best Vacation Bible Schools ever! This year, we have a Corona-
virus pandemic. Even though we couldn’t bring everyone together in our 
sanctuary the way we always have, we still found a way to share the love of God safely with the families 
in our community. 
 
After lots of research and communicating with our families, I developed “Together Take Out.” TTO is a 
box of summertime fun for families with children of all ages. Together, families learned about 5 differ-
ent Bible stories - all about water. We learned about God’s PROMISE in the story of Noah’s Ark; we 
learned to TELL about God’s love in the story of Jonah and the Big Fish; we learned to TRUST God in 
the story of Jesus Walking on Water; we learned to ASK for what we need from God in the story of the 
Woman at the Well; and we learned to WELCOME others to God’s family in the story of Lydia. 
 
Every TTO box included different activities, the Bible stories, and fun items to experience the stories 
such as play doh, beach balls, streamers, and ink stampers. Following input from our Youth Group, we 
included activities for middle and high school students to “shepherd” their younger siblings through the 
stories. Each TTO was packed into a pizza box, and at the beginning of the summer we had a fun “Drive 
Thru” for families to pick up their “take out.” Chapel School staff and Youth Group members came and 
helped me put together and distribute 48 boxes for families in our area. 
 
Another fun part of TTO was our “Chapel Check-In’s.” We had 5 Chapel Check-In’s where we incorpo-
rated a Picnic Party for up to 10 children, and had a live Zoom call from our Picnic Pavilion for everyone 
else. Everyone loved the Picnic Parties, families brought a picnic lunch and the kids got to play games 
from their TTO box. Together we broadcast our live Zoom call where we sang fun songs, told the story 
from TTO, played and prayed together. 
 
Families loved meeting in the picnic pavilion and have expressed their wish to continue to meet outside 
during the pandemic. Beginning Sunday, September 13, we will begin our regular “Sunday Chapel 
School” at 10:00am outside in the pavilion. Families who wish to worship from home can join us virtu-
ally each Sunday using Zoom. Sunday Chapel School is for families with children of all ages, please tell 
your friends and neighbors. 
 
During the spring and summer, our middle and high school youth have been meeting through Zoom. 
We have had fun scavenger hunts, played games like Drawful, and solved puzzles together in different 
Escape Rooms. We have also learned about scripture and just talked about things that are happening in 
our lives.  
 
Many of you helped us take meals to the family of Taylor Rewitzer while he was hospitalized for Acute 
Myeloid Leukemia. Thank you for your overwhelming support. Taylor’s most recent test came back as 
cancer free!!! Amen! Thank you Jesus!! He still has 4 more sessions of chemo, which require a week 
stay per session in the hospital. Watch for emails from the office to help with meals during his hospital 
stays. Roz tells me they were delicious and so appreciated during this stressful time for their family. The 
church is still accepting donations to help his family, please make sure to write Taylor’s name on your 
donation. 
 
Please pray for all our families as we all continue to navigate this difficult time in our lives.  
 
With love, 
Linda Chambers, Director of Family Ministry 
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Faith//Talking! … a new class, on Sundays or Online. 

 

Have you missed talking with fellow members between services? Have you thought about being part of 

a church class and conversation but aren’t ready to meet in person? 

Sunday fellowship can’t be available yet, but a “socially distanced” class with careful seating spaces can 

happen. A class and conversation around the same table is still in the future, but a live, online class is 

available this fall. 

Pastor Dow is offering a class called “Faith//Talking!” beginning Sunday, September 20th and on a 

weeknight via online Zoom call that will start shortly thereafter. 

We’ll look at Lutheran “classics” like the Ten Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer, and the Creed with 

some help and comments from Martin Luther, guided by Pastor Dow and including you. 

To join in on Sundays… 

come to the Fellowship Hall by 9:15 AM, have a seat that’s six feet from others, and get ready for a 

short weekly presentation and some good conversation. 

For the weeknight meeting… 

contact Pastor Dow now at his e-mail address: r.warren.dow@gmail.com. Give him a couple of times 

you’re available and we’ll set up a class when most folks can attend. Zoom call instructions to join in on 

your computer will follow. It’s actually pretty easy! 

There are many ways to continue to “be the church” together and stay safe during this time. Let’s stay 

connected, support each other, and learn about the faith. 
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Hello! Your praying hands will serve others well! Before the pandemic shutdown Memorial 
Lutheran Church’s Social Ministry Committee was on a path to reach out to the community.  
We have not been able to volunteer in person, but we have continued to reach out. We are 
currently working with three groups: Port in the Storm, Brookdale Assisted Living and Hart-
ley Elementary School. Each of these groups have specific needs to help them through this 
difficult time and we have listed those needs below.  Please select a charity to support and 
bring donations to the Narthex where there will be labeled boxes.  

I pray we can all find it in our hearts to make a difference in others’ lives.   

        Sincerely, 

       Judy Caputo  

Items for Hartley Elementary 
 

This year, Hartley’s school counselors and Parent Teacher Organization Board tells us that needs have changed.   
  

Plain colored backpacks and “trapper-keepers”  are needed for 4th and 5th grade students whose families 
have been affected by the current financial strain.  Trapper-keepers need to be 2-3 inches.  These are required 
notebooks for the children at school and are one of the more expensive items on the list of supplies necessary for 
the classroom. 
 
 
 
Examples of appropriate trapper-keepers have been provided by the school and are located in 
the church Narthex along with a hard copy list of the needs for Brookdale and Port in the Storm.  

ITEMS FOR BROOKDALE RESIDENTS 

Puzzles, Games 
Toothpaste,  
Toiletries i.e, body wash, soaps, hair products, tis-
sues, combs, brushes, lotions 
Adult coloring books, Colored pencils (no crayons) 
Word search or crossword books 
Socks, especially ones with slip resistant on bottom 
 
MEN 
Anything military to read 
Old car magazines (no older than 3 months) 
Razors 
After shave 
 
Memory care unit 
Painting canvas 
Wood building blocks 
Beach balls 
Dress up items - accessories scarfs, jewelry stand 
Indoor golf game 
Typewriter 
Playdough  

 

 

 

 

ITEMS FOR PORT IN THE STORM 

Personal Hygiene 
Travel size shampoo/conditioner, soap, lotion 
Toothbrush, toothpaste, floss 
Deodorant, shave gel, razors 
Feminine hygiene products 
Bandaid, first aid cream 
Brushes/combs, nail files 
 

Food 
Canned tuna/meats (anything w/ poptop pref’d) 
Rice, dry cereals, pasta 
Microwave meals, Peanut butter, jelly 
Dry milk, powdered drink mix (Gatorade, Crystal light) 
Dried herbs, spices 
 

Cleaning Supplies 
Laundry detergent, fabric softener sheets, bleach 
Antibacterial wipes (Clorox) 
Trash bags, Toilet bowl cleaner 
Dishwashing soap, air freshener, glass cleaner 
Swiffer Mops/pads, All purpose cleaner 
 

Misc Items 
Toilet Paper, paper towels, napkins, tisse 
Paper plates, aluminum foil 
Bike locks & lights, towels, wash cloths, eyeglasses 
Ear buds, headphones, $10 Walmart/Target gift cards 
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Dining With Dignity 

On Sunday, August 9 th,  10 members of Memorial Lutheran Church AND 2 Non- members 

cooked up 77 delicious dinners which were bagged and handed out to over 33 very thankful 

homeless people  in downtown  St. Augustine. We had 44 remaining meals that were delivered 

to St. Francis House.   They were very happy to have them to distribute to those in need.   Nice to 

know they were put to good use.   

The members of Memorial Lutheran have been serving the homeless in St. Augustine through the efforts of 

Dining with Dignity for five and a half years and we have served over 2,300 meals.   

Please mark your calendars—our next Sunday to feed the homeless is October 11 , 2020 and we would love to 

have you join us.   Thank you for your continued support of this mission.  

Due to the current state of affairs and to ensure everyone’s safety we feel it is best to cancel our 

annual Oktoberfest. We are looking forward to resuming again 

next year. 

I have already purchased all the meat for Oktoberfest and can’t 

use it all, therefore I am offering five 14pk of Bratwurst for $8.50 

per pack and one 3lb package of Kielbasa for $10.75.  If you are 

interested, please come to the church office during regular working hours (8-

12).  Please also bring cash and exact change. There is no way to make change 

for you. We are not able to take checks at this time as the church has not paid 

for the meat. 
 

Additionally, the Church Mouse Sale has been postponed until Spring, and will keep you informed as the 

time gets closer. 

Best regards, 
KC Kramer 

 

 

 
 

  At Memorial Lutheran Church in September  

Sunday Worship Services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.   

Chapel School is in session every Monday—Thursday from 8:30-4:30 

Pastor Dow’s Bible Study every Friday at 10:00 a.m. 

September 1: Orchid Society 5-9 p.m. 

September 7: The Church Office is closed for Labor Day 

September 13: God’s Work Our Hands: Hands Joined In Prayer. Please see Pastor Dow’s article for 
more information 

September 14: The Congregational Council will meet at 6:00 p.m. 

September 15: Steeple Talk Deadline 

September 19th: HDM Fall Festival in Fellowship Hall &  Pavilion (all day) 

September 20th: First “Faith//Talking!” class by Pastor Dow. 9:15 Sunday mornings and on-line 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Delaney Luna 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Rick Rometty 

Mark Chamberlin, Jr 

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

Dylan Harris 

The second collection should not replace your 
regular giving in the first collection. It is only 
for the funds chosen. Additionally, if you place 
money in the second collection for a fund other 
than the one being collected that money will be 
placed in the general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the gen-

eral account, if you would like to give to a fund other than the fund 
chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and (b) to bring or 
mail the check into the church office with the name of the approved 
fund noted on the check and your envelope number. Do not place it 
in the giving basket or it will be placed in the general account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Gamble Rogers Food Drive +Sound System Project 

+Church Parking Lot 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Annie Stewart 

Scotty Parker 

Joe Tarinelli 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Patty Kuykendall 

Joy Lohr 

Fred Farley 

Ken Barnard 

Nancy Barnard 

Wayne Leviska 

Jill Richey 

John Sanders 

Taylor Rewitzer 

Bonnie Tremayne 

Taylor Saffelder 

Paul Waldron 

Mason Hicks 

Caroline Vallow & Baby 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Sara Waters 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations.  

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall. Masks recommended, social distancing ob-
served. 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last Thurs-
day of every month. They are currently not meeting. 
Watch the bulletin for times and location. 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if you are 
interested in joining a study. We’d love to have you! 

Please watch for future announcements for gathering 

times and locations. 
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9/10 Ron & Ann Scott 

 

 

9/06 John Chapman 

9/09 Fred Winkler 

9/14 Billy Meares 

9/15 John Anderson 

9/20 Truman Conway 

9/23 Kristine Neilson 
 Bob Schimmel 

9/24 Rae Wilder 

9/26 William Wilder 

9/27 Ron Marhanka 

9/28 Tayton Allen 

9/30 Roland Loseke 

 

 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-
797-4377 with your e-mail address and you will 
be placed on the mailing list.  To those who wish 
to continue to have a printed copy, they will be 
available on the last Sunday of every month in the 
Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on Sep-
tember 16th at 6:00p.m. 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

     OFFICE WISH LIST   

Thank you all so much for your amazing 

response to our wish for cards!  We have 

received so many beautiful note cards 

and are looking forward to organizing 

and using them!   
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Cindy Chapman 
904-671-2090 
cchapmanalliance@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer, KC Kramer 
904-797-9943 
kcgailstaug@gmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-615-1116 
caputo343@gmail.com 
 

Tim Goxem 
904-729-9303 
 

Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
 

CHAPEL SCHOOL 
Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Financial Secretary: Carole Follett 

Admin & Web Assistant: Debi Wood 

September Steeple Talk Newsletter Dead-

line:  August 18th. If you would like to submit an 

article or other information for inclusion in the 

newsletter please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no 

later than the deadline date. Please also submit 

Worship Assistants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, 

etc. by the deadline. Information or Articles arriving 

after the deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


