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NOVEMBER, 2021 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

Thanksgiving and Julia Child  
Here she is, cooking up some soup.  Did you know her 
kitchen is now on display at the Smithsonian?  It’s empty 
now, of course.   
 

Maybe Thanksgiving has come to seem that way too.  I used 
to make a few of Julia’s recipes for Turkey Day.  It was fun.  
My daughter and I would put together a pretty good Hol-
landaise sauce, and a puffy cheese souffle’, too. 

 

Those were the days.  But for the past couple of years, we’ve passed on those things, 
making the big annual dinner as simple as possible.  Say it’s the pandemic.  Maybe the 
reason is about other losses.  These tend to put a damper on the big day.  Thankful?  Or 
empty as Julia Child’s kitchen these days? 
 

I hope none of this is true for you.  I know it is 
very much the case for some of  us, though.   
       

How to be thankful?  Hmmm.  Here’s a candid 
photo of Julia with her helpers hiding below 
camera range.  I wonder which one does the 
dishes? 
 

Interesting to know, in the Bible God’s word for 
his relation to us is “helper.”  It’s in Genesis.  
God doesn’t’ stand apart from us, waiting for us 
to say “Thanks.”  He’s working, living, feeling right alongside each of us.  When the 
souffle’ falls, when the kitchen or the whole house echoes with painful emptiness, it’s 
then that God really wants to step forward to help.  Julia!  Look around you!  You have 
hidden helpers everywhere.  For us, one of them is God.  God is splitting the wishbone 
with us when we have run out of wishes.  God is putting a hand in, cleaning the turkey 
roaster (although it seemed like we had to do it on our own!).  A helper.   
 

So, this year when Thanksgiving traditions don’t seem the same, my heart goes out to 
you.  Most everyone has had a taste of how that feels.  God knows this.  God under-
stands that it would be a mistake to try to cheer us up or demand a thankful attitude.   

Instead, he stands by us as any helper would do.  Speaking from per-
sonal experience, I understand that God can also make a pretty good 
Hollandaise sauce.  This year is the right year to give God a try… as 
your helper.  
 

 Pastor Dow     
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A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing. 

Our helper frees us from the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe, forsworn to work us woe, 

With guile and dreadful might is armed to wage the fight; 

On earth there is no equal. 
 

--ELW #505 A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

Text - Martin Luther 1483-1546, translation Frederick Hedge 1805-1890 / Tune – EIN FESTE BURG – Martin Lu-

ther 1483-1546 
 

Based on Psalm 46, this great hymn of Martin Luther’s was written to interpret and  

apply Psalm 46 to the church of his own time and its struggles.  The hymn is believed 

to have been in Hans Weiss’s Wittenberg hymnal of 1528, as well as Joseph Klug’s 1529 

Wittenberg hymnal, both of which are now lost.  The earliest printed version remaining 

today dates from 1531. 

Historians speculate that it may have been written in response to persecutions which 

occurred in 1527, during which Luther’s friend, Leonhard Kaiser was burned at the 

stake. Another possible inspiration is the Diet of Speyer in 1529 at which German 

princes protested against the revocation of their liberties, giving rise to the term 

“Protestant.” One thing is certain; the hymn is one of the great hymns of the Church 

and deserves the widespread popularity it has achieved.  Today the hymn has been 

translated into over two hundred languages, including more than seventy different  

versions in English.  

Luther’s tune “Ein feste burg” served as the basis for J. S. Bach’s Cantata 80, and the 

tune was given two settings in Bach’s Choralgesange.  Other composers have also used 

the melody, including Giacomo Meyerbeer, in his opera Les Huguenots; Alexander 

Glazunov in his Finnish Fantasy; and Felix Mendelssohn in his Fifth Symphony 

(known as the Reformation Symphony). Mendelssohn’s symphony was composed in 

1830 in honor of the 300th anniversary of the Presentation of the Augsburg Confession.     

*Hymnal Companion to the Lutheran Book of Worship, Marilyn Kay Stulken, Fortress 

Press 1981 

Continued on next page 
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Reformation falls on Sunday, October 31st this year. We will be singing some of the 

great hymns of the Reformation, including Martin Luther’s A Mighty Fortress is Our 

God. Leading up to Reformation Sunday we have featured the Five Solas of the Refor-

mation in worship with our new liturgical arts emphasis: 

• Saved by Grace alone, Sola gratia 

• Through Faith alone, Sola fide 

• In Christ alone, Solus Christua 

• According to Scripture alone, Sola Scriptura 

• To the Glory of God alone, Soli Deo gloria. 

On Reformation Sunday we will be singing Soli Deo Gloria as the Hymn of the Day. 

We are currently livestreaming worship, both services, either to our Facebook page or 

our Youtube channel.  If you are not attending for health reasons, or if you are out of 

town, join us on the livestream! If you are willing to help with this ministry, please let 

me know. 
 

Sunday, November 7th is the feast of All Saints.  We will be lighting candles in memory 

of loved ones who have passed away.  Please get names of your loved ones to the church 

office no later than October 24th to have their names included in worship on All Saints.  
 

November 14th will be Consecration Sunday, when we pledge our financial support for 

the church during worship.  Special fellowship treats are planned after each service.  

Please join us on this special Sunday.   
 

The choir is rehearsing on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 p.m., followed by either new 

member classes, or The Chosen movie episodes with a light dinner.  We are rebuilding 

our voices and our choir ministry!  Please prayerfully consider singing with us.  

Blessings, 

Barbara Mattingly 

Minister of Music 
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Chapel School News 
 
 
“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your 
staff - they comfort me.”  Psalm 23 
 
As we learn more about God’s saving love during Chapel each 
morning, the kids are getting excited about miracles and learn-
ing to trust God’s promises.  One of their favorite songs 
(Stories by the Go Fish Guys) is about “a boy named David” 
who “put one little stone in the sling, and the sling went around 
and around” and then “the giant came tumbling down.”  When 

we read about David in our Spark Story Bible they were excited to learn that he was 
chosen by God to lead and they cheered when David bravely stepped up to fight Goliath 
because he knew God would protect him.  This week we learned about the 23rd Psalm, 
and they were very interested to find out that David wrote this.  As their faith grows 
they are learning that, even in the darkest places, we don't have to be afraid.  Our chil-
dren are excited about Chapel Time each day in their classrooms, and their families en-
joying worshiping with their children using Zoom from home. 
 
Special thanks to Karen Amrhein who has once again been volunteering as a Litera-
cy Coach in our VPK class each week.  The kids enjoy working with her, and she is mak-
ing a huge impact in their learning.  
 
Have you heard the great news?  Chapel School has, once again, been voted BEST OF 
ST. AUGUSTINE!!! Thanks to everyone who took the time to vote for us.  We are so  
excited to be recognized as the Best Childcare in St. Augustine.   
 
Last month our Chapel School families enjoyed the Pumpkin Festival, we hope you did 
too!  This month we are navigating the lower Covid positivity rates and thinking about 
how to celebrate Thanksgiving SAFELY!  We will have a “Little Turkey” Parade on 
Tuesday, November 23rd at 8:45am.  Feel free to come by and see all our Chapel School 
turkeys in the parking lot. 
 
Parent’s Night Out will return in December!!  Watch for next month’s newsletter for 
more information! 
 
We will be participating in the St. Augustine Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 
4th  downtown.  You can ride along in our trolley (donated by Olde Town Trolleys) 
and sing Christmas carols with us!  I promise you will have a BLAST and begin the   
holiday season on a high note.  
 

     Joyfully, 
     Linda Chambers, Director 
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Your cards and gifts on Pastor Appreciation Sunday, October 
10, really touched my heart, and Missy’s, too.  It’s been such a 
privilege to serve you here at Memorial Lutheran Church that 
having you thank me for it was more than I could have imag-
ined and deeply treasured.  Let’s continue serving Christ to-
gether with servant hearts, joyful lives, and willing hands.  
You are the best!            Pastor Dow and Melissa 

Brief Council Notes from October 18th Meeting 

Annual Meeting will be Dec 5, 2021 after the 9:30 AM Service. We will 
meet in Hartman Hall with cookies and coffee. 

Waler and Waler CPA's completed an external audit of our records and found all ac-
counts correct. 

Vystar Credit Union will be our bank going forward. 

Nominating Committee will begin looking for new Council Members as 3 members 
are finishing up their terms this December. 

Masks are optional in Church and the Red Attendance Books will be placed in the 
pews again. Please sign the red books one time per month for record keeping. 
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Wednesday Nights at  

Memorial Lutheran 

We are featuring screenings of the film series “The Chosen” (with 

dinner) or Membership Classes on alternate Wednesday nights.  

Here is the schedule: 

 

November 3     6:00 PM “The Chosen” & dinner   “The Wedding Gift” 

November 10   6:30 PM     New Member Class          “Creeds” Part 1 

 

December 1     6:00PM       “The Chosen” & dinner    “Invitations” 

December 8     6:30 PM       New Member Class           “Creeds” Part 2 

 
New Member Classes continue 

on January 5, January 19, February 2, February 16 

November 17  6:00 PM    “The Chosen” & dinner    “Indescribable  

                Compassion” 

December 15  6:00 PM      “The Chosen” & dinner    “I Am He” 
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A successful Dining with Dignity 

On Sunday, October 10th, 8 families from Memorial Lutheran Church 

AND… 1 Non-member family cooked 77 delicious meals which were 

bagged and handed out to the homeless people in downtown St. Augus-

tine. We had 51 homeless waiting for us when we arrived but it did not 

take long to set up 15 tables and chairs so that they could enjoy their 

meals in a more comfortable manner. 

We extend a great big thank you to our cooks -- Marie Bates and Barry Daniels, Fred 

and Joey Winkler, Tim Goxem, Tony and Cathy Ardito, Pastor and Missy Dow, Alain 

and Ginger Hentschel, Bonnie and Mark Tremayne, John and Cheryl Mampe and Kay 

Quam. A big thank you to Tony Ardito, John and Cheryl Mampe and Alain Hentschel 

and his friend Duane Thompson who were on hand to drive and distribute the meals 

downtown. If you would like to participate in the future, please contact Alain at 

forcesatplay@yahoo.com. We are thrilled to have you.   

We understand that some of the other churches have resumed serving their meals buf-

fet style. We may want to poll our volunteers to see what their preference is. The next 

time we are scheduled to feed the homeless will be December 12th. 

Thank you for your continued support of this mission. 

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon 
 

After a rather long hiatus Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon 
(L4) is returning in December just in time for the holidays. We 
are preparing for a celebration reunion welcoming everyone to 
join us in this wonderful fellowship.  We will be meeting for 
lunch at The Red Lobster on Thursday December 2, 2021, at 
12:00! 

I am asking everyone to bring a wrapped Christmas ornament to the luncheon. It 
does not need to be a new one. Select one that has a sentimental meaning to you 
that you would like to share with another lady. Make sure your name is inside of 
your wrapped ornament not on the outside. I will be passing out numbers to each 
lady to tag their gift. We will then randomly select a number for the exchange. 
Everyone will leave with a little memory of their Lutheran sister to hang on their 
Christmas tree. 

Anyone willing to help with organizing the monthly luncheons is welcome and  
appreciated.  

Please contact Bonnie Tremayne  etrem15901@icloud.com 

626-536-4965 

mailto:etrem15901@icloud.com
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11/09 Pr. Richard Dow 

11/24 Joseph Sarnowslki 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email and are not receiving it, please contact the 
Church Office at 904-797-4377 with your e-mail ad-
dress and you will be placed on the mailing list.  To 
those who wish to continue to have a printed copy, 
they will be available on the last Sunday of every 
month in the Narthex.  

Next month’s council meeting will be 
on November 8, 2021 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

There are always opportunities coming up to get in-

volved either through fellowship, outreach or service 

to the church and congregation.  Please prayerfully 

consider stepping out of your normal routine to in-

crease unity within our church body and share the love 

of Christ with the community. 

11/12 Ken & Nancy Barnard 

11/17 Gilbert & Jean Ross 

11/23 Ron & Deby Marhanka 

11/30 Art & Ruth Goehler 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

Dylan Harris 
The second collection should not replace your 
regular giving in the first collection. It is only for 
the funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money 
in the second collection for a fund other than the 
one being collected that money will be placed in 
the general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and (b) 
to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of the 
approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. Do not 
place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the general ac-
count. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School  +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry  +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Sound System Project +Church Parking Lot 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

6p AA District 

2 

5-9  Orchid 
Society 

3 

4:30 Bound-
less Group 

5:30 Choir 

6-8 Movie 
Night 

4 

6:30 AA/ACA 

5 

10 Bible Study 

6-8 AA 

 

Set up for 
Church Mouse 
Sale 

6 

8-12 Church 
Mouse Sale 

7 

All Saints Day 

7:30-9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 

8 

6p Council Mtg 

9 

Steeple Talk 
Deadline 

 

Happy 
Birthday Pr. 
Dow! 

10 

4:30 Youth 
Rocks 

5:30 Choir 

6-7:30 New 
Mbr Class 

11 

6:30 AA/ACA 

12 

10 Bible Study 

6-8 AA 

13 

14 

Consecration 
Sunday 

7:30-9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 

15 

 

16 17 

4:30 Bound-
less Group 

5:30 Choir 

6-8 Movie 
Night 

18 

6:30 AA/ACA 

19 

10 Bible Study 

6-8 AA 

20 

21 

7:30-9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 

22 23 

10 Chapel 
School 
Thanksgiving 
(Hall) 

24 

No Choir    
Rehearsal. 

No Youth   
Activities 

No New 
Member 
Class 

25 

6:30 AA/ACA 

 

 

26 

6-8 AA 

 

Church     
Office 
Closed 

27 

28 

1st Sunday of   
Advent 

7:30-9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 

29 30     

NOVEMBER 2021 
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PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Richard Sorentino 

Fred Farley 

Bob Gavilo 

Ken & Nancy Barnard 

Joyce Jones 

Allysn Edginton 

Phoebe Lutes 

Eleanor Loseke 

Barbara Radef 

Roland Hecht 

Lucie Coyle 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Patty Kuykendall 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Peter Morin 

Family of W. Leviska 

John Delaney 

Susan Denzie 

Michael Cusick 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Turk 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Eunice Howes 

Trever Rees 

Gilbert & Jean Ross 

Ann Teaford 

Mark Flamino 

 

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please see the article earlier in this newsletter and 

inserts in the Sunday bulletin for information on 

December’s L4 Luncheon! More to come in the New 

Year. 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will 
change you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last 
Thursday of every month. Watch the bulletin for 
times and location 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in         
Fellowship Hall. 

• We have a Lutheran basics adult class called 
“Faith//Talking!” between services every Sun-
day morning at 9:15. Pastor Dow is our present-
er and moderates our lively discussions. Please 
join us! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if 
you have any questions about joining a study. We’d 
love to have you! 

Ladies night out is a great way to meet the women 

of MLC and enjoy good food and fellowship. The     

ladies meet the last Monday of each month at 6:00 for 

dinner.  Please watch the Sunday bulletin or look on 

our website (memoriallutheranchurch.net) for details.   
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Ron Scott 
219-879-0998 
ttac9404@comcast.net 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: memoriallutheranchurch.net 

 

CHAPEL SCHOOL 
Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Email: chapelschooldirector@gmail.com 
Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Bookkeeper & Web Editor: Debi Wood 

December Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:          

November 9th. If you would like to submit an article or 

other information for inclusion in the newsletter please 

send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no later than the deadline 

date. Please also submit Worship Assistants: Readers, Altar 

Guild, Greeters, etc. by the deadline. Information or Arti-

cles arriving after the deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin is due 

by close of business each Tuesday.  Please send any an-

nouncements or other information you wish to put in the 

bulletin via email to Debi at:                   

mlcdebi0226@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the Church 

office.   

Treasurer, Kim Bogert 
904-806-3364 
kimbogert@hotmail.com 


