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Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

Ordinary People talking about 
their faith changed my life – 
maybe yours, too.  Something was going
on in the big Lutheran church across the river on Sunday 
nights.  My friends and I decided to go and see what was 
happening, along with many others. 

That Sunday night we saw something called a chancel 
drama.  Well-rehearsed church members rose from random pews to stand in the center aisle of the wor-
ship space, ready to speak their thoughts… about themselves and God. 

One well-dressed elderly woman was a character who had lost her faith a long time ago and had pre-
tended otherwise for decades. She wanted her child-like faith back.  Another man, dressed in suit and tie, 
talked about his 9 to 5 life, wondering how he could find time for the Christ-like service he be-
lieved he had been called to and yearned to begin.   

A teenager was a character who yearned to live out her budding faith while her parents pressured 
her for a life of worldly success at any cost.  There were other characters in the center aisle. I felt that they 
had touched on my own struggles.  I felt that, in the words of these ordinary people, God knew me.  
And, God had a calling for me – discipleship – that would not be easy but that I was not alone in hearing… 
and following.    

What if we talked about faith and ordinary people at our church?  Prepare to be engaged, 
amazed, and touched by the words of our council members as they address the marks of discipleship fea-
tured in posters already up around our church.  Here they are again:  Pray daily, Put God first, 
Tithe Thankfully, Share the Gospel, Worship weekly, Love and Serve others, 
Study and Know God’s Word, Participate in Church, Seek to do God’s Will, Re-
pent of Unfaithfulness.  These are ways God is calling you and all of us. 

Council members will be talking about these topics in their own personal ways.  You may hear yourself 
in what they have to say in our worship services on various Sunday mornings this spring.  Who knows?  
Their messages may engage, amaze, and touch you.  You may find that God knows you and your faith expe-
rience.  You may see in a new way how God is right there with you, giving you strength to serve.  Give it a 
listen. 

Pastor Dow 

May 2022 
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Donate a Spark Bible as a Gift  

To Graduating Chapel School Students   
 

Each year we have an opportunity to share the gospel with our chapel 

school families whose children are graduating and moving on to kin-

dergarten.  Once again this year our congregation has purchased 

“Spark Bibles” (which they love) to give as gifts to these children and to go with them as 

part of their faith walk. 

 If you would like to dedicate a Spark Bible for a chapel school student, the cost          

of each Bible is $25.00.  Please make out your check to Memorial Lutheran Church       

with “Spark Bible” in the memo line.  Thank you for being part of our ministry to     

these families. 

Online Giving at Memorial Lutheran Church  

So, you’ve been wanting to give online for either  

regular offering or to help with a special project. 

Thanks to our office staff and the accounting soft-

ware they use, it’s now a reality.  

Find the link on our website,  

memoriallutheranchurch.net. 

Hit the button is in the lower left hand corner.  

Instructions for giving will appear when you click this link. There will be a menu asking 

for method of payment, e-mail address, and options for where you want your donation 

to go ( member, non member, etc)  

How about texting a financial gift? The text number is 73256. Then, the code is 

MLCGIVING (not case sensitive). Follow the prompts, entering the information                

indicated above.  

We will track each gift and note it on individual giving records. The office staff is always 

happy to answer your questions about this new feature. God bless you and your giving 

spirit!  
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Brief Notes from the Council Meeting, April 11, 2022 

• Minutes from March Council Meeting, March 14, approved 

• Financial Report:   March Income was positive;  report approved 

• Reports presented from Linda Chambers on Chapel School and Family Ministry, 

and  from Bonnie Tremayne on the L4 Ladies projects 

•  

• Old Business:           

      ~ May 8 Second Collection will be for the Church Parking Lot 

      ~ May has a 5
th
 Sunday Collection on May 29. This collection will go  

  towards the Chapel School 

~ Coffee with a Council Member: May 22. -Ron Scott and Kim Bogert. 

~ Online Giving:  about $380 received to date. There is a 3% charge 

~ Sanctuary Lamp Update by Ron Marhanka:  Ron did the research on the 

type of  oil we are using and its safety features.  Ron volunteered to be 

the liaison with the Fire Marshal and the Chapel School.   

 

• New Business:         

       ~ A member requested permission to park a truck and trailer over 

         night. Passed with a voice vote.   

       ~ Question on the Red Books: we need to know who is current 

 ~ Carnations for Mother’s Day 

 ~ Recent breakdown of grease traps in the kitchen. Ron Marhanka will 

look into what is needed to clean this out and make this trap functional. 

Next Council Meeting is May 9th at 6 p.m.  

 

   REDBOOKS 

      On Sunday mornings please sign the attendance sheets that are in the Red Books in the Pews 

every time you attend (weekly)  

We know that this has not been the practice recently but the attendance sheets are the only way we 

know of your participation for ministry purposes.  
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Family Ministry News

   Our youth are excited about the 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering, and we are JAZZED that the 

host city has finally been named – NEW ORLEANS!!!  The dates will be July 16-20, 2024.   

We will have 7 youth eligible to attend, maybe more as we get closer to the date!! 

Youth are excited about their Summer Camp trip to Luther Springs for their Ropes & Zips 

Adventure Camp in June.  Campers will climb high at FLGX Adventures, experiencing a 

mixture of zip lines, rope swings, scrambling walls, hang-ing nets, wobbly bridges and 

suspended “surprises”. The next day campers will soar through the air on 9 zip line flights 

through the canyons, 2 sky bridges and end with a rappel from the last platform at Canyon 

Zip. The week will close with a tubing trip to Ichetucknee Springs and a glow in 

the dark night zip. 

The Florida-Bahamas Synod is giving a $200 grant to each camper who attends Luther 

Springs.  This will be applied to the church’s portion of our third/

third/third payment schedule. 

Easter events were so much fun!  On Palm Sunday, our Chapel 

School families were invited to 10:30 a.m. worship and to the 

Procession of Palms.  The youth came early to get ready for our 

annual Easter Egg Hunt and hid over 1,000 eggs!  We had so 

many kids during Sunday Chapel School we had to bring extra 

chairs!  Most of the kids come from Chapel School, so they 

signed “Give Thanks” during worship (it’s a Chapel Time song). 

On Saturday, April 16 we were very excited that the EASTER PARADE was back!  Our 

church and Chapel School rode on an Old Town Trolley – they donate their trolleys every year 

for both Christmas & Easter!!!  Please support them when you are looking for a trolley down-

town. 

This summer we are planning to do a “Wednesdays Together” VBS like last year.  Families 

loved splashing into the Bible all summer long and learning stories about water.  Dates are 

June 29 through August 3!     

 Linda Chambers, Director of Family Ministry 
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Chapel School News 

Since returning to school after Christmas, we have been learning all about our friend Jesus during daily         

Chapel. His life his miracles, his messages of love, peace, and forgiveness. The children LOVE Jesus, and they 

know they are LOVED by him as well. Our Easter Chapel Time was filled with so much excitement as we 

opened the last of our Resurrection Eggs and it was EMPTY, just like the tomb because Jesus is ALIVE!!! 

Spontaneous cheering erupted; our Chapel School kids were so happy. Our Chapel School kids made their own 

Resurrection eggs to take home and share the good news it’s a great way to tell the story. On Maundy 

Thursday I set up some bowls of warm soapy water and towels and started washing children’s feet, soon they 

started washing each other’s feet – it all hap-pened so spontaneously, and it was beautiful to see the love that 

was shared. 

Many of our families attended the Palm Sunday worship service and Easter Egg Hunt. Our Youth Group hid 

over 1,000 eggs and we had 10 golden eggs with special prizes. The Easter Parade downtown was so much 

FUN!! The weather was beautiful, and we shared Christ’s love with so many people. 

This month you and your family are invited to walk the red carpet with us as 

we premiere an exciting new movie by our Chapel School kids! Join us Friday night, May 6, for dinner by    

Mojo’s Old City BBQ, a fabulous Silent Auction, and then watch our show. We need donations of items for   

the Silent Auction, and volunteers to help serve , please prayerfully support our school’s mission in our commu-

nity. 

The Youth Group will be providing the final Parent’s Night Out for this school year on Friday, May 13 from 

5-8pm. Last month we had 25 kids who enjoyed playing on the playground, eating dinner with their friends, 

more playing in the classroom, and then a movie about Easter. Huge thanks to our Chapel School staff 

members who volunteered to help. Would you like to help? Just let me know. 

Sunday, May 15 we will have a Baccalaureate Worship for our chapel 

School families during the 10:30am worship service. Please consider joining us as we celebrate an amazing year 

of learning. Our Closing Programs will be on Wednesday, May 18 at 5:30pm and 7:00pm. The BIG Picnic and 

last day of Chapel School is   Thursday, May 19 from 9am to noon. 

THANK YOU to everyone who is donating Spark Bibles to our VPK graduates! Look for the information  in 

this newsletter. We read our Spark Bible every single morning during Chapel Time, and the kids LOVE looking 

for Squiggles, who appears on every illustration and conveys the emotion of the story. We put labels inside the 

bibles with the name of who is donating along with a bookmark with all the Chapel School staff members favor-

ite stories marked.  

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our church. Please keep Chapel School, our families, and our staff in 

your prayers.          ~~Linda Chambers, Chapel School Director 
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Janice Audrey (nee: Sohl) Helms, 95, was welcomed into 
heaven on April 12, 2022 and into the loving arms of her hus-
band, Kenneth Vail Helms (Ken), who preceded her by twenty-
four years. They were the love of each other’s lives for over 51 
years. 

She will be lovingly remembered by her children: Richard 
(Susan), Donna (Sherwood), Robin (Jeffrey); Her grandchil-
dren: Matthew (Jenni), Nathan (Sally), Kristie (Glenn), Sher-
wood (DiAnna), Amy (Adam), Janice aka Janice, Jr. (Kevin), 
Laurie (Dan); Her great grandchildren: Garrett (who preceded 
her to heaven), Wesli, Anna Vail, Lucienne, Olive, Eliot, Ra-
mona, David. 

She also leaves: Her brother Donald (Jean), sister-in-law Mar-
gie, niece Cheryl, nephew Rorey (Patty) and their daughters 
Makayla and Amanda; Step grandchildren Veronica (Max) and 
Jeremy (Jessica) and their daughters Emma and Ella; A niece 
Jane (Bradley) and nephew Karl; Cousins Susie, Bob and their 

extended families; An ‘adopted’, fun-loving and outrageous grandson, Shaun. 

Janice was born of the late Frederick and Maude Sohl and raised in Brooklyn and Queens, New York. 
She graduated with honors from Hunter College High School and Adelphi School of Nursing in New 
York and enjoyed a varied nursing career in hospitals and physician offices first in New York and then 
in Ohio, following Ken’s career. She was also a member of the United States Cadet Nurse Corps. She 
later enjoyed her retirement years at the beach in St. Augustine, Florida. 

Throughout her life, she enjoyed cooking, crosswording, knitting, golfing, bird and people watching. 
She loved many fur friends (guinea pigs, rabbits, dogs, cats). She and Ken often welcomed a guest to 
their home (actually, a bedroom and usually for several months at a time). Not unlike her daughter 
and son-in-law, Robin and Jeffrey, who graciously shared their home with her during her later years. 
She always put her family first! 

Being a voracious reader, it is fitting to note that the pages of Janice Helms’ book have been well writ-
ten— and she will be remembered as one of THE absolute best chapters. 

We think she’d love for you to honor her by eating a hot dog or a chicken burrito and a caramel apple 
with nuts and by rooting for your favorite baseball team (her treasured past time!) 

We are so proud that Day City Hospice was a part of Janice’s care team at the end of her life. So grate-
ful for the compassion and kindness shown. 

The family will celebrate her life at a later date. For those of you who would like to remember Janice, 
a gift to the Kenneth Helms Pre-School Scholarship Fund would be appreciated. Please mail checks 
made out to Memorial Lutheran Church, with the scholarship in the memo to  3375 U.S. 1 South, St. 
Augustine, Florida 32086, Attention: Pastor Rich-ard W. Dow/ Kenneth Helms Pre-School 
Scholarship Fund. 
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STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by email, please contact the 
Church Office at 904-797-4377 with your e-mail address and you will be 
placed on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to have a printed 
copy, they will be available on the last Sunday of every month in the Narthex. 

The Chosen 

Season Two (last four episodes) 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

Spring, 2022 

Dinner and a Movie with Discussion 

“Spirit”   April 27 6-7:30 PM

“Unlawful”   May 11  6-7:30 PM

“Reckoning”   May 25  6-7:30 PM

“Beyond   Mountains” June 1  6-7:30 PM
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Please Notify the Church Office When 

You or a member of your family is hospi-

talized. \ You have a change of address. \ 

Your phone number has changed. \ Your 

email address has changed. \ Your board 

or committee changes a meeting date or 

time.  Your help with all of the above is 

very much appreciated!  

5/1  Tom Curvel  

5/1 Bette Macdowell 

5/6 Bill Macdowell  

5/13  Rosemary Leviska 

5/14 Carolyn Kirby 

5/18  Peg Bader  

5/19 James Merchant 

5/22 Jo Curvel 

5/26 Karen Amrhein 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not 

listed, please  let either 

Debi or Nancy in the 

church office know.  

L4 Ladies  

Women Ministries 

L4 Ladies is a group of women who meet once a month for lunch. We invite all 

ladies from Memorial Lutheran Church and our community to participate with 

us in various activities. Currently, we meet at noon on the last Thursday of eve-

ry month at The Red Lobster located in Saint Augustine on 100SR-312 W.  

During the past few months, we have celebrated Christmas with an ornament 

exchange, attended a musical The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee at 

Lewis Auditorium, and are planning a memorial tree for our founder Eleanor 

Loseke.  

At our February meeting, we began planning for our Secret Pal members, pre-

pared gift bags for our Chapel School families, discussed collecting items for 

girls living at St. Gerard Campus in April and a Mother’s Day Tea in May. Fu-

ture activities will include replacing altar banners and new Bibles for the 

church pews. This is an exciting time to participate in Women’s Ministry at Me-

morial Lutheran Church actively.  

Please consider joining us for lunch and during all of our 

events. 

 Bonnie Tremayne 626-536 -4965 

Etrem15901@icloud.com  



 9 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1Choir 7:30 & 9:30

am  

Worship Services at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

Sunday Chapel 

School 10 am.  

2  

AA District 

meeting   6 p.m. 

3
Orchid Society  

5 t0 9 p.m.  

BBSS 6:30 p.m. 

4

Youth Rocks 4:30 

to 6 p.m.  

5 

AA/ACA 

6:30-9 p.m. 

6 

AA Mens  6-8pm  

Chapel School Movie 

Night  

7 

8 
Choir 7:30 & 9:30 

am  

Worship Services at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

9 

Council 6 p.m. 

10

BBSS 6:30 p.m. 

11

Movie Night 

6-7:30 p.m.. 

12 

AA/ACA 

6:30-9 p.m. 

13 
Bible Study 10.a.m  

AA Mens  6-8pm  

Parents Night out 5 

pm 

14 

Private Party 

in the hall 

15Choir 7:30 & 

9:30 am  

Worship Services at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

Sunday Chapel 

School 10 am.  

16 17 

BBSS 6:30 p.m. 

18

Chapel School 

Graduation 

5:30 and 7 p.m. 

19
Chapel School 
Picnic  9 a.m. to 
noon.  / 

AA/ACA 

6:30-9 p.m. 

20
Bible Study 10.a.m  

AA Mens  6-8pm  

21 

22 Choir 7:30 & 

9:30 am  

Worship Services at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

Sunday Chapel 

School 10 am.  

23 

Ladies Night Out 

24 

BBSS 6:30 p.m. 

25
Youth Rocks Year 

End Party  

4:30 to 6 p.m. 

 Movie Night 

6-7:30 p.m.. 

26
L4 Lunch 

AA/ACA 

6:30-9 p.m. 

27 
Bible Study 10.a.m  

AA Mens  6-8pm  

28 

29
Choir 7:30 & 9:30 

am   

Worship Services at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

Private Party in the 

hall  12 noon.   

30
Church office closed  

31 

BBSS 6:30p.m. 

May 2022 

         Pastor Dow on Vacation

       Pastor Dow on Vacation 
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April Gunness 

Steve Stephens 

Bob Gavilo 

Ken & Nancy Barnard 

Joyce Jones 

Allysn Edginton 

Phoebe Lutes 

Barbara Radef 

Roland Hecht 

Lucie Coyle 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Patty Kuykendall 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Peter Morin 

Family of W.Leviska 

John Delaney 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Turk 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Mark Flamino 

Arlene Sanders 

Donna King 

Barbara Ryder 

Jon Murphy 

Tim Goxem  

Gene and Debbie Boba 

John Mampe  

We have SEVERAL WAYS for 

you to help Provide for 

Ukraine

Amanda Lamosova shared her personal experience with the 
war in Ukraine and the ongoing humanitarian crisis there, 
when she spoke to us during worship on April 24th.  Many of 
us wondered how we might help her in her ongoing work 
with refugees as they make their way to the Czech Repub-
lic.   

We have provided a link on our church website to her web 
page, where several options for donations can be 
made.  Here is the   ad-
dress:  www.sweetsmilesflorida.com/helpukraine 

In addition, donations that are made to Memorial Lutheran 
Church via our online giving will be forwarded to one of the 
recommended charities  

Contributions to Lutheran Social Services, Jacksonville are 
welcome (they are looking for certain furniture items to 
help resettle Ukrainian refugees in our community as well 
as financial donations) and Lutheran World Relief (https://
lwr.org/ukraine-crisis).  

All of these recommended agencies use 100% of your dona-
tions to help those in need.  Please give generously.  We are 
assured by Ms. Lamovosa that the crisis will persist for 
many years.  People displaced by war through no fault of 
their own need 
our help and 
prayers.  Thank 
you. 

Pastor Dow 

https://www.sweetsmilesflorida.com/helpukraine
https://lwr.org/ukraine-crisis
https://lwr.org/ukraine-crisis
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Joseph Flores 

Mike Kappelmann 

Eddie Davis  

Johnny Kelly 

Sara Fogle 

Chad Kutlik 

 Tyler Woodard 

Reginald Best 

Carl Seim 

Justin Rae 

Molly Prins  

Kyle Melnick 

Alex Carames 

Cody Holmes 

Chase Warner 

Courtney Kelly 

 Dylan Harris 
PLEASE NOTE: 

Names on the congregation prayer list are removed each 
month unless the church office is notified they should re-
main.  

If you see a name on either list (congregation or military) 
that should not be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in keeping these lists 
accurate.  

Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

Chapel School        Dining with Dignity 

Food Pantry FL Bahamas Syno 

Sound System Project      Church Parking Lot 

Please Join us on Monday May 23rd 

at  Valley Smoke, 11 S. Roscoe Blvd,   

Ponte Vedra Beach. We will meet at 6 p.m. 

for cocktails, dinner to follow. Contact Ann 

Warner if you are coming and/or have any   

        questions 651-442-5043.  

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT (PNO)! 

May 13th .  

Volunteers are needed, and so are   
donations of snacks.  

Please let Linda Chambers  know if you 
can help. It’s a fun evening for all.  

Luke 6:38: Give, and it will be given to you. A good meas-
ure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will 
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it 
will be measured to you.” 

Just a reminder— the Church’s ongoing practice is that anyone want-

ing to use the hall, pavilion or any other room for an activity should 

please first check the calendar for open dates and then     contact the 

church office to schedule your activity to avoid any conflicts.  The 

calendar is printed in every SteepleTalk, is posted and updated regu-

larly on the website and events are noted in the Sunday bulletin.  

Thank you!  
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2022 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 

904-955-9966

r.warren.dow@gmail.com

President, Ron Scott 

904-429-2517

ronandann@comcast.net

Vice President, Sara Waters 

904-819-9428

sarae1080@gmail.com

Secretary, Cheryl Mampe 

386-246-4129

momdadfl@gmail.com

Treasurer, Kim Bogert 

904-806-3364

kimbogert@hotmail.com

Youth Rep, Declan Gaines 

(904) 347-8477

declangaines07@gmail.com

Anthony Ardito 

904-794-7397

anthonyardito@aol.com

Bill Hoge 

904-501-2158

captainhoge@aol.com

Susan Kleiner 

904-794-5456

slkleiner@bellsouth.net

Irv Stockdale 

904-471-7812

kodagator@bellsouth.net

Bonnie Tremayne 

626-536-4965

etrem15901@icloud.com

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: www.memoriallutheranchurch.net 

CHAPEL SCHOOL 
Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

June Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline: is  

Tuesday May 18th. . If you would like to submit 

an article or other information for inclusion in the 

newsletter please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com.  

Please also submit Worship Assistants: Readers, Al-

tar Guild, Greeters, etc. by the deadline. Infor-

mation or Articles arriving after the deadline will 

not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:     

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

  If you have any questions, please contact Debi  in 

the Church office.   

 MLC Staff:  

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry 
Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Debi Wood 

 Administrative Assistant: Nancy Murphy  


