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MAY,  2021 

Our Mission Statement: 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

A Brief History of Confirmation 

Confirmation group photos used to be a very big deal in Lutheran Churches.  There were 
frames in church basements with decades of pictures like this one.  

 So, who are these serious saints? 
Perhaps they are thinking about being one big step 
closer to adulthood, jobs, marriage, kids of their own, 
working the family farm, finding a good job, or the im-
possible cost of that first year of college.  They are also 
thinking about their place in their church (ushering, 
altar guild, choir, council?) that they will shoulder long 
after their parents have passed on.  Looking serious on 
confirmation day is inevitable.   
 

Here’s another group of confirmation students on their big day. They seem lively, less in-
clined to take the burdens of church life so seriously.   
  Or are they? 
The three young people we are planning on confirming this 
month are thoughtful, faithful, and ready to take their 
place as faithful disciples in a world now far less clearly de-
fined.  They have spent two years under the guidance of our 
Family Ministry and Youth Director, Linda Chambers and 
me, working hard to understand how and where God is 
calling them to be the presence of Jesus.  They’ve done a 
great job.  We are very proud of them!  They are ready to be 

confirmed in a mature faith. 
 

When they are confirmed, they will hear and renew their baptismal vows for a lifetime of ser-
vice in Jesus’ name.  Know that Jesus is as excited about that as the kids in this picture.  I’m 
also thinking our confirmation students are as serious about their vows as the kids in the 
first picture.  Here is the blessing our youth will receive as we lay hands on the head of each 
one, conferring the power of faith to love and serve.   

 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 
us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

Stir up the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

They go forth with these holy gifts awakened and ready for the world.  And so the history of 
confirmation, and of spiritual growth and maturity, continues on. 
 

Pastor Dow 
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Brief Notes 

• Financial information from PowerChurch is being moved into the new database 

REALM.  

• Robert Grebely has been hired as the new bookkeeper. 

• Singing a hymn will be added to the Services starting now. 

• Each month we will add back something to the Service. 

The Website is up and running.  Please be sure to go on line and check out 

upcoming events, see past sermons, and have up to date access to the 

church calendar.  The Calendar in the Newsletter often changes as the 

month progresses, so be sure to check on line if you want to see what’s 

coming up.  We are still working on ways to refine and improve infor-

mation provided to you.  

https://memoriallutheranchurch.net 

The beautiful playground gazebo donated by the family of Ken Helms 
over 20 years ago is in need of some TLC.  The shingles have been 
blowing off during recent storms and most are covered by moss. If you 
would like to help us save our gazebo by repairing or replacing the roof, 
please let Linda Chambers or Pastor Dow know. THANK YOU!!  
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Continued on next page 

Chapel School News 
 

Since returning to school after Christmas, we have been learning all about our friend Jesus during daily 
Chapel.  His life, his miracles, his messages of love, peace, and forgiveness.  The children LOVE Jesus, and 
they know they are LOVED by him as well. Chapel School was recognized on the ELCA 
publication website “Living Lutheran” for our unique solution to keeping our family 
Chapel Time atmosphere.  Check out the article here: www.livinglutheran.org/2021/03/
a-special-celebration-for-lutheran-schools. 
 

In the weeks leading up to Easter, we began opening our Resurrection Eggs.  Each year I 
am amazed how quickly the children learn about the events of Holy Week by using this 
simple tool.  The following is an excerpt of what I’ve written before, and I’m sharing this 
again because the effect of this good news on our students is truly profound. 
 

Each morning before Chapel Time, I say a quick prayer asking God to give me the abil-
ity to share His word with our students in a way they will understand and remember.  This is especially 
important to me at Easter.  Our Lord is RISEN - ALLELUIA!!!  What an amazing message for children to 
hear.  To get to the Easter joy, however, we must deal with the sadness and pain of Good Friday.  That is 
the tough part for me working with preschoolers.   

To help them understand, I use a wonderful resource called Resurrection Eggs.  
They are a set of 12 plastic eggs filled with items from the Easter story.  Lead-
ing up to Easter, we opened eggs every morning in Chapel.  Each new egg I 
would take out and shake - they all sounded a little different.  The first egg con-
tained a donkey - and we talk about how Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a don-
key and he was treated like a king, the people shouted “Hosanna” and waved 

palms.  But not everyone was happy with Jesus and his message of peace and love.  The second egg re-
ally made some noise - inside were 3 coins representing the money paid to Judas for his betrayal.  The 
reason Jesus and his disciples traveled to Jerusalem was to celebrate Passover and inside the third egg 
is a little communion cup that Jesus used when he asked the disciples to remember him.  Because Jesus 
knew what was to happen, he felt worried and sad - I then ask our students what we should do when 
we’re worried or sad, they know the answer - PRAY!!  Inside the fourth egg are praying hands and we 
talk about the garden where Jesus went to pray and was arrested by the Roman soldiers. 
 

This is where the sad part of the story begins, and since I am working with very young children, I con-
stantly remind them that even though the story becomes sad - it is not the end of the story - this story 
has a very happy ending!!!  Inside the fifth egg is a piece of leather and I explain to them that Jesus en-
dured much pain after he was arrested.  In the sixth egg there is a crown of thorns and I explain that 
the soldiers mocked Jesus after they beat him and put this crown on his head causing him to bleed.  In 
the seventh egg we find the saddest part of our story - the nails used on Jesus’ feet and hands to place 
him on the cross.   
 

I then ask the children if they own any toys - everyone raises their hand.  Do you have lots of clothes in 
your closet - again everyone raises their hand.  Then I explain that Jesus didn’t own a thing - only the 
clothes on his back.  I open the next egg and show them a small dice piece and explain how the soldiers 
took the only possessions Jesus had and played games to divide them.   The ninth egg holds a tiny spear 
and I explain that the soldiers wanted to make sure Jesus was really dead, so they pierced his side with 
the spear.  The next egg has a small linen cloth which they wrapped Jesus’ body in when they took him 
from the cross and put in his tomb.  The next to last egg makes a loud noise when I shake it - it contains 
a rock.  The soldiers used a huge stone to close Jesus’ tomb - a stone as big as the car they rode to school 
in.  
 

Our last day of school before Easter, the children are very excited to see what is in that last egg.  I’ve 
reminded them that the story has a very happy ending and I’ve prayed that they will understand this 
wonderful news.  I shake the last egg - no sound at all.  What could be inside?  I tell the children that 3 
days after Jesus died on the cross - the women came to prepare his body and were shocked when they 
arrived at the tomb.   I open the egg . . . and it’s EMPTY!!  Then I tell them the good news - JESUS IS 
ALIVE!!!!!!   Spontaneous applause from the children - SUCCESS - they get it!!!   
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Each year we also take them into the sacristy to view the crucifix hanging 
on the wall.  They point out all the things they remember from the story - 
the cut on his side, the blood from the crown of thorns, the nails in his feet 
and hands - even his skinned knees from falling while carrying his cross.  
I remind them God loves all of us so much that he gave us his son Jesus, 
and that no matter what God will always love them.  
 

When we read our Spark Bible Easter story - we read that Jesus wants us 
to tell everyone the good news - His is risen - Alleluia!!  I ask the children 
who they’re going to tell - some say their parents or grandparents, some 
say their friends and neighbors.  
 

As I see former Chapel School kids and their families around town, I am 
often told by parents and grandparents how their kids remember Chapel, 
and especially Easter.  Some even tell me that their kids still tell others the good news - Jesus is ALIVE!!!  
It’s always wonderful to hear of our littlest disciples of Christ. 
 

During Lutheran Schools Week in March, we celebrated the HOPE & JOY that surrounds our ministry 
- and we had over 100 people attend our Celebration Worship in the Outdoor Chapel on March 7!  Fol-
lowing worship we enjoyed a petting zoo called the “Critter Caravan.”  They had 20 different animals for 
the children to interact with, the donkey even gave us a funny show of rolling over and scratching his 
back on the grass.  Everyone was invited back to join us on Sunday, April 5 for the big EASTER EGG 
HUNT & FAMILY WORSHIP!  Once again, we had over 100 worshipers in the Outdoor Chapel cele-
brating the Risen Christ. 
 

This month you and your family are invited to walk the red carpet with us as we premiere an exciting 
new movie by our Chapel School kids!   Join us Friday night, May 7, for dinner by Mojo’s Old City BBQ, a 
fabulous Silent Auction, and then watch our show.  We need donations of items for the Silent Auction, 
and volunteers to help serve - please prayerfully support our school’s mission in our community.  Sun-
day, May 16 we will have a Baccalaureate Worship for our Chapel School families at 9:30am.  Please con-
sider joining us in the Outdoor Chapel as we celebrate an amazing year of learning.  Our 2PK/3PK Clos-
ing Program is Tuesday, May 25 at 6:30pm, and our VPK Graduation is on Wednesday, May 26 at 
6:30pm – both services will be in the Outdoor Chapel and followed up with yummy cupcakes!  The BIG 
Picnic and last day of Chapel School is Thursday, May 27 from 9am to noon.  THANK YOU to everyone 
who is donating Spark Bibles to our VPK graduates!  Look for the order form in this newsletter. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our church.  Please keep Chapel School, our families and our staff 
in your prayers. 
 

In Christ, 
Linda Chambers, Chapel School Director 
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Family Ministry News 

Our confirmands have entered their final Unit of “Colaborate,” which is titled Lutheran Living.   Our Gos-

pel Retreat last month was a huge success.  Each of our 3 confirmands presented on one of the four Gos-

pels.  Their presentations were each unique and well thought out.  Each presented a Power Point, and we 

all enjoyed pizza and dessert.  Watch for more details to come of our May 23 “Affirmation of Baptism” for 

our confirmands, and please keep them in prayer as we enter the final months of their journey.  We have 

2 youth who will start the two-year process in the fall, and 2 more who plan to begin next year.  Praise 

God! 

In February, our Youth Group hosted a Drive-Thru Pancake Supper on 

Fat Tuesday.   Parents helped us cook, and we made almost $300 for 

our trip to Boundless - the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis.  

Huge thanks to everyone who placed an order.  The kids enjoyed hand-

ing out beads along with pancakes, and really enjoyed serving in this 

way  

The Youth Group assisted in hiding over 700 eggs on Easter Sunday for 

our huge Easter Egg Hunt.   We had over 100 participants who stayed 

for family worship in the Outdoor Chapel.  Alleluia, He is RISEN!! 

Sunday Chapel School continues each Sunday at 10am in the Outdoor Chapel.  Children of all ages, along 

with their families, learn about the same scripture we read each Sunday during worship.  We do craft pro-

jects, read our Spark Story Bible, and sing songs.  Afterward many of our families enjoy some time on the 

playground together.  

This summer I am planning a weekly VBS in the Outdoor Chapel.  Each Wednesday morning I will invite 

families to join me at 9am for a fun activity based on a Bible story.  It’s called Wednesdays Together and 

will keep our families connected through the summer.  We will be enjoying the beautiful outdoors each 

week with water and sports activities while we learn more about the love of Christ our Lord. 

Our youth group is getting excited about Boundless, the 2022 Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN 

scheduled for the last week in July next summer.  We have 6 eligi-

ble youth who are already starting to fundraise for our trip.  We 

are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by 

poverty, by -isms that try to divide us, and by so much more. In a 

life that often feels as if it has young people in a suffocating grip, 

we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless 

love, boundless mercy, boundless freedom, boundless creation, 

boundless strength. All offered from a gracious and loving God who knows and adores them. All so abun-

dant and endless it cannot be measured.  You will be hearing much more about this amazing opportunity 

for faith formation coming up in the next months.  Please pray for our youth as they prepare. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our church and the families in our community.   

With Christ’s love, 

Linda Chambers, Family Ministry Director 
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From the Minister of Music 

Recently Pastor Dow preached about the gospel where Jesus overturns the 
tables of the moneychangers in the temple.  Pastor talked about 
“transactional religion,” and its opposite, namely, that there is a place for eve-
ryone at the table, and no one has to pay. It was a powerful sermon, and I was 
reminded of a song that my high school choir has been learning: 

 

 

I want a house with a crowded table 
And a place by the fire for everyone 
Let us take on the world while we're young and able 
And bring us back together when the day is done 

The door is always open 
Your picture's on my wall 
Everyone's a little broken 
And everyone belongs 
Yes, everyone belongs 

I want a house with a crowded table 
And a place by the fire for everyone 
Let us take on the world while we're young and able 
And bring us back together when the day is done 
And bring us back together when the day is done 
 

-Crowded Table, by the Highwomen 

 
I was fortunate to have received both shots of the COVID vaccine recently, and something that I did-
n’t even know was broken felt just a little bit healed. Somehow, inexplicably, there was a feeling of 
light at the end of the tunnel, a resurgence of hope. Think about it. We are having regular Sunday ser-
vices.  We held Wednesday evening Lenten services. We celebrated wonderful liturgies for Palm Sun-
day, Holy Week, and Easter Sunday.  We have started some limited handbell rehearsals. Our drum-
mer, Alain, is back playing for the 10:30 service. After services during Lutheran Schools Week the 
Chapel School families were outside enjoying a petting zoo!  Children and animals were everywhere! 
There was a bookfair in the hall.  On Easter Sunday the children enjoyed an Easter Egg Hunt. I find 
myself looking forward to things that we may be able to resume sooner rather than later…meals to-
gether, singing, a return to normalcy, crowded worship, a crowded table.  
 

It has been hard this past year to see past the things that we haven’t been able to do. But look at all 
the blessings we have. We have a wonderful, full-time, called pastor. Our property is mortgage-free!  
The Chapel School is a HUGE blessing to our church. We have just installed a new, modern sound 
system and streaming technology. We have dedicated members who have persevered through the dif-
ficulties of this past year. We have continued our ministry through this difficult time.   
 

Yes, everyone’s a little broken, and everyone belongs. Come, join us at Memorial Lutheran, and let’s 
make ours a house with a crowded table, and a place for everyone.  
 
God is good, all the time!  
 
Barbara Mattingly 
Minister of Music 
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5/01 Tom Curvel 
 Bette Macdowell 

5/06 Bill Macdowell 

5/13 Rosemary Leviska 

5/14 Carolyn Kirby 

5/18 Peg Bader 

5/19 James Merchant 

5/22 Jo Curvel 

 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-797-
4377 with your e-mail address and you will be placed 
on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to 
have a printed copy, they will be available on the last 
Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on June 14, 
2021 

If you have a birth-

day or anniversary 

this month and your 

name is not listed, 

please contact the 

church office. 

 

Memorial Lutheran Shows the Love during  

Dining With Dignity 

On Sunday, April 11th, ten families from Memorial Lu-

theran Church AND… 1 Non- member family cooked 91 

delicious dinners which were bagged and handed out to 

very thankful homeless people in downtown St. Augus-

tine.  Even though it had rained all morning, we were 

blessed with sunshine when it was time to serve.  When 

we arrived we had 30 homeless waiting for us and we handed out 71 of our 

meals.  At 6:45 we took our remaining 20 meals to St. Francis House and 

they were very happy to receive them.  

We extend a great big thank you to our cooks-Marie Bates and Barrie Dan-

iels, Rob and Allison Glomboski, John and Cheryl Mampe, Fred and Joey 

Winkler, Tim Goxem, Bob Kunz, Tony and Cathy Ardito, Pastor and Missy 

Dow  Steve and Tressa Buente, and Alain and Ginger Hentschel.  Plus, 

Joyce Jones made a big bag of wrapped sandwiches and desserts to hand 

out, so that the homeless would have something to eat the next day.  A big 

thank you to Tony Ardito, Alain Hentschel and John Mampe, who were on 

hand to drive and distribute the meals downtown.   If you would like to par-

ticipate in the future, please contact Alain.   We are thrilled to have you.   

The members of Memorial Lutheran have been serving the homeless in St. 

Augustine through the efforts of Dining with Dignity for over five and a half 

years and we have served over 2,600 meals.   

Please mark your calendars—our next Sunday to feed the homeless is June 

13, 2021.   Thank you for your continued support of this mission. 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

Dylan Harris 
The second collection should not replace your reg-
ular giving in the first collection. It is only for the 
funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money in 
the second collection for a fund other than the one 
being collected that money will be placed in the 
general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and 
(b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of 
the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. 
Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the gen-
eral account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +Parking Lot 

+Sound System Project 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Scotty Parker 

Fred Farley 

Jackson Hollister 

Ken & Nancy Barnard 

Howie Mallow 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Patty Kuykendall 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Peter Morin 

John Sanders 

Brenda Foster Walton 

Michael Brogan 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Leviska Family 

Phoebe Lutes 

Mrs. R. Turk 

Bailey Paulsen 

Janet Grow 

Phil Albanese 

John Canova 

Lorraine Goehler Rice 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations. Stay healthy and safe until we can 

meet again! 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last 
Thursday of every month. Watch the bulletin for 
times and location 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in     
Fellowship Hall. 

• We have a Lutheran basics adult class called 
“Faith//Talking!” between services every Sunday 
morning at 9:15.  We are looking at the Gospel of 
Mark as Jesus’ call to justice and service. Pastor 
Dow is our presenter and moderates our lively 
discussions. Please join us! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if 
you have any questions about joining a study. We’d 
love to have you! 

Ladies night out is a great way to meet the women of 

MLC and enjoy good food and fellowship. The ladies 

meet the last Monday of each month at 5:30 for din-

ner.  Please watch the Sunday bulletin or look on our 

website  for details.  memoriallutheranchurch.net 
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May 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Orchid Society 
9am-noon 
(pavilion) 

2 

Worship: 8:00 
& 10:30am 

Lutheran Basics 
9:15am 

Sunday Chapel 
School 10:00am 

Exec Council 

3 4 

Orchid Society  
5-9pm 

5 

Confirmation 
4:30-6pm 

6 

ACA 6:30 

7 

Bible Study 
10am 

Chapel School 
Movie Premier 
6:30-9pm 

8 

Chapel School 
Movie Premier 
rain date 

9 Mother’s Day 

Worship: 8:00 
& 10:30am 

Lutheran Basics 
9:15am 

Sunday Chapel 
School 10:00am 

10 

Council Mtg 
6:00 

11 

Cooking Class 
5:30-10pm 

 

Steeple Talk 
Deadline 

12 

Youth ROCKS 
4:30-6pm 

13 

ACA 6:30 

14 

Bible Study 
10am 

15 

16 

Worship: 8:00 
& 10:30am 

Baccalaureate 
9:30 

Sunday Chapel 
School 10:00am 

17 18 19 

Confirmation 
4:30-7:30pm 
(Dinner) 

20 

ACA 6:30 

21 

Bible Study 
10am 

22 

23 

Worship: 8:00 
& 10:30am 

Confirmation at 
10:30 service 

Lutheran Basics 
9:15am 

Sunday Chapel 
School 10:00am 

24 25 

Chapel School 
Graduation 6:30 

26 

Chapel School 
Graduation 6:30 

27 

ACA 6:30 

28 

Bible Study 
10am 

29 

30 

Worship: 8:00 
& 10:30am 

Lutheran Basics 
9:15am 

Sunday Chapel 
School 10:00am 

31 Memorial 
Day 

Office Closed 
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2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-615-1116 
caputo343@gmail.com 
 

Ron Scott 
219-879-0998 
ttac9404@comcast.net 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: memoriallutheranchurch.net 

 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 

Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Email: chapelschooldirector@gmail.com 
Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Bookkeeper: Robert Grebely 

Admin Asst & Web Editor: Debi Wood 

June Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:  May 

11, 2021. If you would like to submit an article or 

other information for inclusion in the newsletter 

please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no later than 

the deadline date. Please also submit Worship As-

sistants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, etc. by the 

deadline. Information or Articles arriving after the 

deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


