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May, 2020 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

 

ambiguity 
[ˌambəˈɡyo͞owədē]       NOUN 
 
the quality of being open to more than one interpretation; inexactness. 

"we can detect no ambiguity in this section of the Act" 

The above word, “ambiguity” used to be a fine Lutheran word.  Martin Luther dusted it off for active duty dur-
ing the Reformation.  Before then, a person was going either to heaven or hell based on certain religious acts 
that you did. Cut and dried! 
 

Luther saw the world as a place of overlapping facts.  He said things like “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of 
all, subject to none.  A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”  See what I mean? 
 
For some, the church and the pastor should lead people away from stuff like this.  For others, Luther was a 
good pastor, building a church for the future out of people who could think, talk, and pray through things that 
were both true about life but contradictory.   
 

Let’s try a few.  First example:  The coronavirus is a global pandemic/Everyone I know seems fine.  Another 
example:  We should quarantine at home to help people stay healthy/We should go back to work very soon or 
our economy will be unhealthy.  These aren’t much fun, are they?  That’s because they assume that people of 
faith will test out both statements and look for God in the middle.  We’re getting a lot of practice 
with this just lately.  How are you doing?  Some of us are getting pretty tired.  Don’t give up. 
 

Here’s yet another ambiguous pair of statements:  Jesus calls us together to be the church and we can feel it 
when it happens/We can hear the Word of God at home and have the pastor lead us in communion online.   
That’s not easy to consider either, is it?  Try finding God in the middle.  Actually, please try to find God in the 
middle, because nowadays statements like these, contradicting each other but seemingly true, are the order of 
the day.  We need to stretch our “Lutheran muscles” and work out some answers.  Together.  When things are 
ambiguous. 
 

This article isn’t about answers particularly; not right now, not yet.  It is about how we need to be supporting 
each other as we seek answers to some painfully difficult problems.  I hope I can help with some of those con-
versations.  I hope – as in hope that heralds salvation for us – that we can find the answers together.  I prom-
ise not to do too much of my favorite thing, which is teach to your questions like I’m paving over a pothole 
with all available facts.  Sometimes I need to make sure I’m listening my best, and hear what your words and 
your hearts are saying. 
 

Will you promise something, too?  It’s this:  struggle a bit now and then with those pesky, demanding ambigu-
ous statements that seem currently true about life, yet contradictory.  Even though we’re quarantined, don’t 
do it alone. 
 

Luther did it.  And look what we got.  A new and vibrant church.  We will again.  Let’s call it healing.   
 
Pastor Dow  
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Family Ministry Update 
 

We all miss being together for worship and Christian education. Family 
Ministry continues at Memorial, it just looks very different then it has be-
fore! 
 

Zoom, an online meeting platform, has been such a blessing to us as we 
continue to meet with our middle and high school youth during this crisis. 
Pastor Dow and I have actually doubled the amount of time we spend with 

our youth, and they are enjoying the time we stay connected. Weekly Confirmation Classes and 
Youth Group meetings are filled with laughter and joy as we find new ways to learn. We have 
had really fun Scavenger Hunts (very competitive) and blanket fort contests. We have been 
playing online games like Drawful weekly. 
 

Sparkhouse has freely given us great online resources for our Sunday Chapel School that in-
clude videos, music, and fun activities. Family Sunday School has been a big hit with our Chap-
el School families, and everyone is still learning about the Gospel. 
 

The kids are sad that their lives are not the same, but they are extremely HOPEFUL about what 
our world may look like in the future. Thank you for supporting family ministry at our church. 

 

Yours in Christ’s love, 
Linda Chambers 

From the Treasurer 

 

SAVE THE DATE! This year’s Oktoberfest will be held on Sunday, October 

18th! Bring a dish, your appetite and your dancing shoes!   

During this national crisis our church is still operating.  Bills haven’t stopped 

coming in the mail.  Please remember it is important that you maintain your 

weekly or monthly giving commitment to help the church.  Thank you to so many 

of you who have been sending your giving faithfully!  

Thank you to our Pastor who has remained available to our members via phone calls and rec-

orded worship every week .  Thank you to our staff who have been coming in to help with 

cleaning, paying bills, collecting mail and answering critical calls.   

I look forward to the day we can all gather and fellowship together! 

 

KC Kramer 
Treasurer 
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Chapel School News 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Ro-
mans 15:13 
 

These are difficult times. Life has been turned upside down, and I don’t 
know anyone who’s life hasn’t been changed by the corona virus pan-
demic. 
 

Chapel School has been closed since March 12, BUT, we have not 
stopped school. Each day families continue to gather for Chapel Time at 
9am, and following Chapel, children gather for their classes with their 

teachers. Now it’s just all done remotely - we are teaching online using the Zoom plat-
form. We are still CONNECTED. We are still worshiping, we are still learning. 
 

We miss the hugs, we miss the noise, we miss the runny noses and the dirty diapers! We 
miss the presence of children in this beautiful space. Just before Easter I was walking 
through the Outdoor Classroom located in the fenced North Courtyard of the church. As I 
walked past the shelves a small bird came flying out of an open bag of soil and squawked 
at me incessantly. I looked closer and saw a tiny nest made in the warm bag of dirt. Two 
little babies peeked out with their mouths open. No wonder Mama Bird was so mad at 
me. 
 

The church is so quiet, everything is undisturbed and seems almost lifeless. Then there, 
in the midst of the sadness, is NEW LIFE! How poetically perfect this little nest was dur-
ing Holy Week. Together, our Chapel School staff has discovered our “new life” teaching 
preschoolers remotely. They work hard putting together packets of supplies and materi-
als that families can use at home to continue their child’s early education. All children are 
invited every day to log on and talk to their friends, learn from their teachers, read books, 
sing songs, and most importantly - STAY CONNECTED to Christ and each other. 
 

Sadly, we will not reopen Chapel School before the end of this school year. We are plan-
ning some fun surprises for our families however, and whenever we can all be together 
again - we will celebrate the joy we continue to share. 
 

Please keep our Chapel School families and staff in your prayers. Thank you for your con-
tinued support of our ministry. 
 
 

With the love and peace of Christ, 
Linda Chambers, Director 
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ELCA NEWS 

 

Partners in ministry, 

 

After much prayerful deliberation, the 2020 Florida-Bahamas Synod 
Assembly has been cancelled. 

Because our constitution does not require an assembly every year, our 
synod leadership will be planning and prioritizing events later in the year, which will focus on 
making connections with congregational leadership in alternative ways. 

We know many of our congregations are experiencing hardships during this time, and we 
hope the cancellation of Synod Assembly helps to ease the financial burden felt by congrega-
tional leadership. Most importantly, we must prioritize the health and safety of all attendees. 
Our synod will gather again when everyone can feel comfortable and safe. 

All registrations will be refunded. If you have a question or need more information, please 
contact the synod office at (813) 876-7660. 

We’ll see you for next year’s Synod Assembly, June 3-5, 2021 at the Embassy Suites in Kis-
simmee! Be sure to check the synod website and Facebook page frequently for more updates 
on upcoming events. 

 When Will Our Church Services Resume? 

This question is on everyone’s mind.  We are missing one another, the 

routine of life and gathering as a church body.  We want to be together 

again as soon as it is safe to do so. 

As you know there are three phases of reopening. Each phase is depend-

ent on discerning a two week decline in new reported COVID-19 cases. 

As of May 1, Florida cases have spiked. St. John’s County is close to flat-

tening, but not quite there yet. The new CDC guidelines and Gov. De 

Santis’ guidelines advise that when we do reopen, worship would be lim-

ited to very small gatherings of those whose autoimmune systems are excellent and that so-

cial distancing would be strictly observed. The Office of the Bishop offers suggestions, not 

orders, and they match the government ones with some extra cautionary provisions.   

We are in the process of thinking through what this would mean for us as a congregation 

when phase one is reached and will be keeping you updated as we begin putting a plan in 

place.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aaEsAEgHTrfOgri0WOPMjDAdzb7Wop6h7T9bX1bWY1CXrrd5-LevmhxHUprM-1ASOgOQqOyywJSoSKl1pfp4zCB9EkliQ9ZxCL_A6waPzKMoxnyC0HE060aT_3tGd3A--noj9QqM-I8=&c=z_LjqN834WJu0k8gsqyLdFvoyKJu0ui1rIVEr0kV3OtaKpXG03ZojA==&ch=hkWkaxfNjhUp0oV4ps8N-Atk4
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aaEsAEgHTrfOgri0WOPMjDAdzb7Wop6h7T9bX1bWY1CXrrd5-Levmm3Om5577NfjG_25pj_sky0PB9GQS3GlBfSC6oAsZYgz4CrWiI0yt89KSN_hspphN-DMoV6QKqcTR0_jCPYv1DWbwqB2Z1WOBG3RQ1RQ1AApFy4C8oW_eyXzj0IT7lXy9dQWloRzYQmL0GesfPJKgrheP20GQCPZon5dYVRRw0KQeRNl
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 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear… Psalm 46:1-2 

 

The situation with the coronavirus and all the news reports 
surrounding it can create anxiety and worry for the future. 
In times like these, it is especially important to remember 
God’s promise to be with us. He who made us, and gave his 
own Son for the salvation of the world, will not leave his 
children in this time of need. 
 

 

As a congregation we can still “worship” together even while separated through our 
prayers. Prayer is not a last resort, but a loving promise from our Lord that he will 
hear us.  Let’s be praying together for those who are ill, for those who are in essential 
positions and first responders, and for those experiencing anxiety and worry. Prayer 
is what helps bind us together and keeps us close and focused on God.   

 

We can also look for ways to reach out to others during this time of social distancing. 
As you are able, consider how God might be calling you to listen to others or speak a 
comforting word, to help provide food or necessities to those who are lacking, or to 
share other blessings with those who are struggling. A phone call can be very encour-
aging to those who are isolated. Consider writing letters and placing them in your 
neighbor’s mailboxes with your contact information. Encourage them to reach out if 
they need anything. Perhaps, you can join NextDoor, a social media platform for lo-
cal neighborhoods, so that you can connect digitally to those around you. Even in 
times of social distancing, we can safely reach out in mercy and love. God is calling 
his people to be a blessing and, most importantly, to provide hope to those who are 
fearful. 

 

There are many inconveniences, challenges, and frustrations in times like these. May 
God grant us a spirit to see these as avenues of service to others. God is at work in 
each of us. [He] is our refuge and strength…therefore we will not fear. 
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5/01 Tom Curvel 

 Bette Macdowell 

5/06 Bill Macdowell 

5/13 Rosemarie Leviska 

5/18 Peg Bader 

5/19 James Merchant 

5/22 Jo Curvel 

5/26 Karen Amrhein 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-797-
4377 with your e-mail address and you will be placed 
on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to 
have a printed copy, they will be available on the last 
Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on May 
10th, 2020 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

There are always opportunities coming up to get involved 

either through fellowship, outreach or service to the 

church and congregation.  Please prayerfully consider 

stepping out of your normal routine to increase unity 

within our church body and share the love of Christ with 

the community. 

5/23 Mark & Evelyn  

 Chamberlin 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Delaney Luna 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Rick Rometty 

Mark Chamberlin, Jr 

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

  

The second collection should not replace your reg-
ular giving in the first collection. It is only for the 
funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money in 
the second collection for a fund other than the one 
being collected that money will be placed in the 
general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and 
(b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of 
the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. 
Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the gen-
eral account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Gamble Rogers Food Drive +Sound System Project 

+Church Parking Lot 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Mark Flamino, Sr. 

Annie Stewart 

Scotty Parker 

Joe Tarinelli 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Karen Hatzell 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Patty Kuykendall 

Joy Lohr 

Jean Schoenweiss 

Jim Smith 

Vera Upenieks 

Ken Barnard 

Kathleen Schaeffer 

Wayne Leviska 

Jill Richey 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Join us on the last Thursday of every month for fun, food 

and fellowship. We also do a short Bible study. All wom-

en of the congregation are invited (and please bring a 

friend)!  L4 meets at 12:00. Please check bulletins for 

upcoming locations.   

GOOD FOOD * GOOD FELLOWSHIP * GOOD  BI-

BLE STUDY! See Eleanor Loseke for more details. 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last Thurs-
day of every month. Watch the bulletin for times and loca-
tion 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in the con-
ference room! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if you are 
interested in joining a study. We’d love to have you! 

Join us the last Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 

Please watch for announcements in your weekly bulletin 
for locations! 

All are welcome for an evening of fellowship and fun. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT (PNO) starts back in February 
2020 and runs through May. We meet in the fellowship hall 
from 6-8p.   

Volunteers are needed, and so are donations of 
snacks.  Please let Linda Chambers know if you can help. It’s 
a fun evening for all.   

Luke 6:38: Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be 

poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you.” 

All Events are pending until lifting of the quarantine. 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Cindy Chapman 
904-671-2090 
cchapmanalliance@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer, KC Kramer 
904-797-9943 
kcgailstaug@gmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-615-1116 
caputo343@gmail.com 
 

Tim Goxem 
904-729-9303 
 

Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: www.memorial-lutheran.net 

 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 

Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Financial Secretary: Carole Follett 

Admin & Web Assistant: Debi Wood 

June Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:  May 

12th. If you would like to submit an article or other 

information for inclusion in the newsletter please 

send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no later than the 

deadline date. Please also submit Worship Assis-

tants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, etc. by the 

deadline. Information or Articles arriving after the 

deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


