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MARCH,  2021 

Our Mission Statement: 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

Lent, Toxins and some Fresh Air 
Remember in the movies when everybody smoked cigarettes?  
This picture is from a 1942 Bette Davis film called “Now, Voyager.”  
Every time she had a cigarette, she was either thinking about     
romance, having a romance, or remembering one.   There was a lot 
of smoking in this movie.  

Reality is different.  I remember my parents smoking when I was a 
child.  When they gave it up, it was hard for them, but I was so 
grateful.  As you know, cigarettes may seem romantic or daring, 
but they are full of toxins.  Toxins bring death when we want life. 

I want to talk about Lent and toxins.  The latter, toxins, always look like a good idea until you light 
one up.  For churches it’s no different.  Here’s a common toxic phrase for the church.  When it’s time 
to make a decision for the kingdom of God, church people say, “What do you think?”  Sounds reason-
able.   
 
On the other hand, “What do you think?” is really a toxic question.  For me, the answer can be pow-
ered by my misgivings, a bad day that has no connection with the issue at hand, or fears about the fu-
ture.  In other words, my thinking is limited to my perceptions and power.  God wants us to follow 
him, and he is willing to help.  It’s all in the questions you ask. 
 
Try this.  When it’s time to move forward with decision-making, ask, “Where do you see God in this?”  
It makes sense.  It’s God’s church, God’s world.  When we let God guide us, we go in the right direc-
tion.  God typically tells us everything we need to know.  That’s why we have the Bible, Christian con-
versations, worship, study, and prayer.  Those are ways we find out what God wants.  We talk about it 
together.  We see the light.  It was there for the asking. 
 
For Lent this year we give something up.  Try giving up “What do you think?” and say instead, 
“Where do you see God in this?” Think of it like giving up cigarettes.  You’ll breathe easier.    
 
Blessings on your Lent.   
 
Pastor Dow 
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From the President 

As we slowly return from COVID restrictions, Pastor and I have been asked about the 
Church’s health. Some are concerned about our financial situation and the future of our 
congregation. Although things could always be better, we were in a strong position going in 
and this helped us through the tougher times, hopefully now behind us. 

 

Several things played a key role in this. First, we paid off our mortgage in 2019 prior to the 
COVID lockdowns. This was a blessing, allowing us to free up approximately $30,000.00 
annually. We applied for and received a $10,000 SBA grant as well as a federal PPP loan to 
help with day-to-day expenses during the lockdown. Finally, our congregation stepped up 
as our 2020 total giving was in line with what we normally receive. Although less than what 
we reported for 2019, it was more than $30,000.00 over what we received in 2018. This re-
sulted in a stable Money Market account value and the last report showed our cash on hand 
is up by $10,000.00 

 

As with anything, we can’t let up now. Pastor Dow, Council and I continually look for ways 
to cut expenses without cutting services provided to our congregation and community. 
We’ve upgraded our facilities to improve our worship experience and online presence. 
While this was a sizeable expense, we think this will generate interest in our mission and 
secure our future. The Stewardship Committee has done a great job in helping us maintain 
giving during this time and we need them to expand on the momentum they’ve created.  

 

Finally, I want to thank all of you!  The ongoing ministry of our church is dependent on the 
tithes and offerings of our congregation. 2020 was a tough year for us all, and yet our giving 
remained fluid. Additionally, many of you have stepped up to find new and safe ways to 
reach out to one another and our community so we still maintain a presence.  

 

Peace, 

Rob Helfer 

Council President  
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We are very excited to participate in the national celebration of ELCA Lutheran 
Schools Week for 2021!!  We will kick off  Lutheran Schools Week on Sunday, 
March 7 when we invite our Chapel School families to worship during a 10:30am 
special service which celebrates our Chapel School ministry in the Outdoor Chap-
el.  The theme of Lutheran Schools Week 2021 is Hope & Joy and is based on 
Romans 15.   Lutheran Schools Week 2021 will encourage us through the week to 
explore how we live into hope and joy through this year and beyond. We will look 
at ways God calls us 
to live in community. 
We will reflect on our 
steadfast creator. We 

will discuss ways in which to see value 
in all those around us. We will ponder 
the life-giving energy from the Spirit. 
We will be reminded to always glorify 
God  

All week long, EVERYONE (students and staff) will dress up in fun and exciting ways: 

Monday, March 8: God of Steadfastness & Encouragement. Sunday Best Day - no school uniform  

Tuesday, March 9: Live in Harmony with One Another. Pajama Day - no school uniform 

Wednesday, March 10: Live in Accordance with Christ Jesus.    Sports Theme Day - no school uniform 

Thursday, March 11: Be Together with One Voice. School Spirit Day - school colors of blue & gold  

There are over 1,350 ELCA Lutheran schools that serve 150,00 children and employ more than 18,000 

people.  Here at Memorial Lutheran Chapel School, we currently have 52 children enrolled in our pro-

gram and employ 7.  We are proud to be part of the community since 1988.  Chapel School is play 

based, child focused, grounded in research, and centered in love.  We are currently enrolling for our 

2021-22 school year. Please tell your friends and neighbors! 

Last month, because of Covid, we were unable to go on one of our all-time 

FAVORITE field trips to the Clyde Lassen State Veteran’s Nursing Home.  

We are not leaving school for field trips at this time, and the nursing home 

is not accepting visitors – but we are still sharing our love with their resi-

dents!  The children have been working hard making beautiful homemade 

Valentines as they do each year.  This year we will mail our Valentines 

along with a DVD of the children singing our Chapel songs about love.   

The love and support of our amazing congregation is such a blessing.  We 

are so proud to be an ELCA Lutheran School - I hope you are proud of our 

ministry too!  Thank you for your continued prayers and support. 

With Christ’s love, 

Linda Chambers, Director 
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Our confirmands are entering their final Unit of “Colaborate,” which is titled Lutheran Liv-
ing.   We held a Gospel Retreat where each of our confirmands presented one of the books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke or John.  They read this entire book from the Bible and chose how 
they would like to present it to the rest of the group.  The presentation can take any form: it 
can be artwork, poetry, a written report, or PowerPoint presentation.  Each presentation 
should include an oral presentation of their work explaining it’s basis in the Gospel that was 
assigned.  Our purpose in having this retreat is to learn from each other.  We had a pizza 
dinner with drinks and dessert.  Watch for more details to come of our May 23 “Affirmation 
of Baptism” for our confirmands, and please keep them in prayer as we enter the final 
months of their journey.  We have 2 youth who will start the two-year process in the fall, and 
2 more who plan to begin next year.  Praise God! 

Family Ministry News 

Last month we conducted our annual “Souper Bowl 
of Caring” on Superbowl Sunday.  Thanks to your 
generosity, we were able to collect $249.29 for the St. 
Francis House in downtown St. Augustine.  The 
Souper Bowl of Caring is a youth-inspired movement 
working across the nation to tackle hunger in their 
local communities.  Mobilizing grassroots resources 
including churches, schools, civic groups and caring 
individuals, the Souper Bowl of Caring movement has 
created over $160 million worth of support that stays 
completely local.  We have participated in this annual 
event for many years  

Sunday Chapel School continues each Sunday at 10am in the Outdoor Chapel.  Children of all   
ages, along with their families, learn about the same scripture we read each Sunday during wor-
ship.  We do craft projects, read our Spark Story Bible, and sing songs.  Afterward many of our 
families enjoy some time on the playground together.  

Our youth group is getting excited about Boundless, the 2022 Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, 
MN scheduled for the last week in July next summer.  We have 6 eligible youth who are al-
ready starting to fundraise for our trip.  As the name of 
the gathering tells us, we are bound. Bound by our sin, 
by the expectations of others, by poverty, by -isms that 
try to divide us, and by so much more. In a life that often 
feels as if it has young people in a suffocating grip, we 
want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: bound-
less love, boundless mercy, boundless freedom, bound-
less creation, boundless strength. All offered from a gra-
cious and loving God who knows and adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be 
measured.  You will be hearing much more about this amazing opportunity for faith formation 
coming up in the next months.  Please pray for our youth as they prepare.  

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our church and the families in our community.   

 

With Christ’s love, 

Linda Chambers, Family Ministry Director 
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3/06 Ken Barnard 

3/12 Sandy Cook 

3/13 Peter Weingartner 

3/17 Ruth Goehler 

3/19 Irene Higgs 

3/23 Richard Turk 

3/25 Corrine Voparil 

3/31 Linda Chambers 
 John Mampe 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-797-
4377 with your e-mail address and you will be placed 
on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to 
have a printed copy, they will be available on the last 
Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on 
March 8, 2021 

If you have a birthday 

or anniversary this 

month and your name 

is not listed, please con-

tact the church office. 

3/02 Hank & Tiffany Haley 

3/10 Bill & Bette MacDowell 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Delaney Luna 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Rick Rometty 

Mark Chamberlin, Jr 

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

Dylan Harris 

Kyle Melnick 

The second collection should not replace your reg-
ular giving in the first collection. It is only for the 
funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money in 
the second collection for a fund other than the one 
being collected that money will be placed in the 
general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and 
(b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of 
the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. 
Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the gen-
eral account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Gamble Rogers Food Drive +Sound System Project 

  +Church Parking Lot 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Scotty Parker 

Fred Farley 

Wayne Leviska 

Rita Edginton 

Jackson Hollister 

Howie Mallow 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Patty Kuykendall 

Betty Temple 

Jean Tetta 

Ken & Nancy Barnard 

Taylor Rewitzer 

Dee LaMendola 

John Sanders 

Brenda Foster Walton 

Lottie Britt 

Megan Carrigan 

Matt Bellamy 

Michael Brogan 

Yvonne Schimmel 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations. Stay healthy and safe until we can 

meet again! 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last 
Thursday of every month. Watch the bulletin for 
times and location 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in     
Fellowship Hall. 

• We have a Lutheran basics adult class called 
“Faith//Talking!” between services every Sunday 
morning at 9:15.  We look at Lutheran “classics” 
like the Ten Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer, 
and the Creed with some help and comments 
from Martin Luther, guided by Pastor Dow and 
including you! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if 
you have any questions about joining a study. We’d 
love to have you! 

Ladies night out is a great way to meet the women of 

MLC and enjoy good food and fellowship. The ladies 

meet the last Monday of each month at 5:30 for din-

ner.  Please watch the Sunday bulletin or look on our 

website  for details.  memoriallutheranchurch.net 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

Orchid Society 

5-9p 

3 

Confirmation 

4:30-6p 

 

4 

ACA 6:30p 

5 

Bible Study 

10:00a 

6 

Orchid Society 

Pavilion  

9-noon 

7 

Worship 8 & 

10:30am 

Lutheran Basics 

9:15am 

Sunday Chapel 

School 10:00am 

Outside Chapel 

Worship Service 

10:30 

8 

Council Mtg 

6:00p 

9 

Steeple Talk 

Deadline 

10 

Youth 4:30-6p 

 

Midweek Lenten 

Service 7:00p 

11 

ACA 6:30p 

12 

Bible Study 

10:00a 

13 

14 Daylight 

Savings 
Worship 8 & 

10:30am 

Lutheran Basics 

9:15am 

Sunday Chapel 

School 10:00am 

15 16 17 St. Patrick’s 

Day 

 
No Classes 

 

Midweek Lenten 

Service 7:00p 

18 

ACA 6:30p 

19 

Bible Study 

10:00a 

20 1st Day of 

Spring  
 

 

 

 

Council Retreat 
9-1 

21 

Worship 8 & 

10:30am 

Lutheran Basics 

9:15am 

Sunday Chapel 

School 10:00am 

22 23 24 

Confirmation 

4:30-6p 
 

Midweek Lenten 

Service 7:00p 

25 

ACA 6:30p 

26 

Bible Study 

10:00a 

27 

28 Palm Sunday 

Worship 8 & 

10:30am 

Lutheran Basics 

9:15am 

Sunday Chapel 

School 10:00am 

29 30 31 

Youth 4:30-6p 

   

March 2021 
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2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-615-1116 
caputo343@gmail.com 
 

Ron Scott 
219-879-0998 
ttac9404@comcast.net 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: memoriallutheranchurch.net 

 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 

Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Email: chapelschooldirector@gmail.com 
Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Financial Secretary: Carole Follett 

Admin Asst & Web Editor: Debi Wood 

April Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:  

March 9, 2021. If you would like to submit an arti-

cle or other information for inclusion in the news-

letter please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no later 

than the deadline date. Please also submit Worship 

Assistants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, etc. by 

the deadline. Information or Articles arriving after 

the deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


