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Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

Giving and the 

 gas pump… and the grocery store… and….. 
 

The story of the Widow’s Mite is one of the most memorable, and the 
noisiest, and the most misunderstood in the Bible. 
 

It’s Jesus telling the story of a lowly widow, almost out of money, who 
gives her last two coins (see above) for the temple offering. The offer-
ing plates are really big fluted tubes, made out of brass so that when of-
ferings are tossed into them, they make a substantial noise when the 

coins clatter to the bottom. 

 

The widow’s two little coins make a, smaller, easily “mock-able” noise as they spiral downward in the brass 
tubes.  The temple bigwigs proceed to laugh their heads off at the widow’s pathetic little offering.   

 

The point of the story might be that little things mean a lot to Jesus.  It also might be that the struggles of ordi-
nary people matter to Jesus when certain aforementioned bigwigs are on the wrong track with their greed and 
false pride. 
 

Let’s go to the second picture above.  Gas prices are too high.  Also all other prices.  Check out your local  
grocery store. And all other retailers. 
 

When I buy necessities like gas and milk and cereal these days, I tend to panic. How will all of us have 
enough? Panic can be a kind of reverse currency, causing us to slow or stop spending… and faithful action. 
When I buy gas or just about anything these days, I hear my “widow’s mites” clattering down the well-known 
drain. 
 

Enter the widow and her two coins.  What she casts into the offering plate (or offering flute) is a little money 
and a lot of faith.  As I’m obliged to overspend on gas to drive to work, etc., I remind myself that I still get to 
make those journeys.  Yeah, they cost more.  Yeah, it’s scary to spend the price of a pair of shoes on a tank of 
gas. Or an armful of groceries.  But in the face of some powerful first century corruption at the top and the 
stress that went with it, the widow threw in her two coins, not the towel. She stayed in the game. 
 

Jesus always knows what he’s talking about.  High prices may or may not be a reflection of corruption at the 
top now, like Jesus was saying back then, but he knows that what I can address today is my faith response to 
that.  I prefer faith in action when it’s a scary, overpriced world. It worked for the widow. And I’ve still got at 
least as much as she did. 

  

Pastor Dow 

June 2022  
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Online Giving at Memorial Lutheran Church  

So, you’ve been wanting to give online for either  

regular offering or to help with a special project. 

Thanks to our office staff and the accounting soft-

ware they use, it’s now a reality.  

Find the link on our website,  

memoriallutheranchurch.net. 

Hit the button is in the lower left hand corner.  

Instructions for giving will appear when you click this link. There will be a menu asking 

for method of payment, e-mail address, and options for where you want your donation 

to go ( member, non member, etc)  

How about texting a financial gift? The text number is 73256. Then, the code is 

MLCGIVING (not case sensitive). Follow the prompts, entering the information                

indicated above.  

We will track each gift and note it on individual giving records. The office staff is always 

happy to answer your questions about this new feature. God bless you and your giving 

spirit!  
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Brief Notes from Church Council Meeting, May 9, 2022 

• Minutes from April Council Meeting approved 
• Financial Report approved 
• Reports presented by Linda Chambers on Chapel School and Family Ministry and 
from Bonnie Tremayne on the L4 Ladies projects. 
• Old Business:  May 29 is a 5th Sunday. That collection will go towards the Chapel 
School 

  June 12 Second Collection will go towards the Parking Lot 
  Monthly Coffee with a Council member is scheduled for May 22.  Ron Scott   

     and Kim Bogert will participate. 
  Ministry Fair Update:  New Members  JD Huber and Valerie Francois partici 

     pated in Dining with Dignity in April. 
  Online Giving has been a steady $200 per month. 
  Tabled Wedding Guidelines, Narthex Announcement Board and Grease Trap 

      Update. 
• New Business:  Motion to allow Aqua Power Pressure and Soft Wash power Wash 
 the Roof for $2,500 was passed.  Chapel School will use Covid Funds to cover 
 this cost. 

 VBS will be held each Wednesday from June 29 – August 3 with the whole 
       family participating 

  L4 Ladies suggest doing a One Church Service only on July 31 and October   
       30 (our 5th Sundays) and have a fellowship time afterward 

Next Council Meeting is Monday June 13th at 6 p.m. 

 

   REDBOOKS 

      On Sunday mornings please sign the attendance sheets that are in the Red Books in the Pews 

every time you attend (weekly)  

We know that this has not been the practice recently but the attendance sheets are the only way we 

know of your participation for ministry purposes.  
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Family Ministry News 

 

The Youth Group will have a fun “End of School” celebration on Wednesday, June 1 from 

4:30-7:00pm.  We plan to paint many new rocks (look for them around the church!), we will 

be playing a series of silly games – and then we will walk over to Culver’s for a nice dinner 

together.  The youth will be helping during Wednesdays Together VBS (see below) and we are 

planning our camping trip to Luther Springs and another fun outing for the youth this summer 

– more details to come! 

During the last two months our Youth hosted Parent’s Night Out for the Chapel School fami-

lies along with me and another Chapel School staff member (whose daughter is in our Youth 

Group).  The Youth had a blast playing with our Chapel School kids and helped feed them din-

ner and clean up.  They raised over $300 each month. 

Our Youth also assisted our Chapel School staff during the recent Movie Premiere Night.  

They were very helpful to the adults who were supervising the Chapel School kids during the 

Silent Auction.  I’m so proud of their dedication to service and love of helping. 

They will also be assisting during our Wednesday’s Together VBS w which will begin weekly 

every Wednesday on June 29 through August 9.  Do you have a friend or neighbor that would 

like to attend?   Children of all ages are invited!  Each week we will SPLASH into our Spark 

Bible with Squiggles and learn about stories with WATER!  Fun crafts and activities snack 

provided.  Families stay with children.  Have your child wear their bathing suit and bring a 

towel, we will be having fun and getting wet!  Kids are always invited to bring a friend.  We 

will be utilizing the Chapel School water slide each Wednesday that the weather permits.  Vol-

unteers are needed to help with crafts, snack, and supervising.  Let me know if you’re ready 

for fun each Wednesday this summer. 

This fall we will begin a Communion Class for elementary age students.  

Please let me or Pastor Dow know if you are interested. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our church and the families in our 

community.   

With Christ’s love, 

Linda Chambers, Family Ministry Director 
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Chapel School News 

 

Last month we celebrated the end of an amazing Chapel School year.  We started the year in 
classroom cohorts and ended the year worshipping together each morning in our beautiful sanc-
tuary.  Through the last two years of Covid   we have pivoted often, stayed connected, and 
found a way forward to keep our commitment to the community thriving.    It has not been easy 
at all, but it has been rewarding. I’m so proud of our incredible staff who are truly the heart of 
our Chapel School ministry. Next year I will be celebrating my 30th year as Chapel School di-
rector, which is absolutely     incredible to me.  I love my job so much, especially Chapel 
Time.  It’s truly the highlight of my day, even when I had to do it in the individual classrooms 
with families on Zoom during Covid – but I definitely prefer having everyone together in the 
sanctuary.  “Making Christ known” is our Chapel School mission and our Chapel School kids 
LOVE Jesus!  During the last month of school we learned about Paul and his letters, and during 
the last week of school we talked a lot about my favorite topic – love. 

Our 3PK teacher, Ms. Marie, celebrated her 25th year of teaching at Chapel School during 
Covid.  She is amazing and has touched so many lives during her time here. We are so grateful 
for her and all our wonderful teachers. Ms. Jen and Ms. Jenny are each celebrating over 5 years 
of teaching, Ms. Megan has been at Chapel School for 3 years, Ms. Alicia for 2 years, and Ms. 
Brittany finished her first year and Ms. Marissa Z. is back following her treatment for brain can-
cer and has worked for Chapel School almost five years. 

We are also blessed with wonderful support from the church.  Karen Amrhein volunteers twice a 
week as a literacy tutor for our VPK class.  The kids love her, and she makes a huge impact in 
their early education.  Pastor Dow, Debi and Nancy in the church office are so supportive and 
are always ready to help whenever needed.  Our Minister of Music, Barbara, has integrated 
some of our favorite Chapel Time songs into worship which is so helpful when our families visit 
our church.    

We know that so many of you are praying for our Chapel School children and their fami-
lies.  Our families feel the love from our church.  The Baccalaureate service last month was so 
appreciated by the families that attended.  It was a lovely event and the kids sang “Stories” by 
the Go Fish Guys. We passed around a basket with all the names of our Chapel School kids –    
all 53 of them.  Thank you so much for those special prayers. 

Chapel School starts back on August 22. In the meantime, we are looking forward to seeing our 
friends during the church’s “Wednesdays Together” Vacation Bible School this summer!    
Thank you for the opportunity to serve the youngest in our community and share the amazing 
love of Christ. 

Linda Chambers, Director 
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PLEASE NOTE:  
 
Names on the congregation prayer list are removed each month unless the church of-
fice is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list (congregation or military) that should not be there, 
please let the church office know that as well. Thank you for your help in keeping 
these lists accurate.  

 
STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 

 
If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by email, please contact the 
Church Office at 904-797-4377 with your e-mail address and you will be 
placed on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to have a printed 
copy, they will be available on the last Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The Chosen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Season Two (last episode) 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

Spring, 2022 

Dinner and a Movie with Discussion 

“Beyond   Mountains”  June 1   6-7:30 PM 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Youth Group  

4:30 - 6 p.m.  

 

Movie Night 

‘6 p.m.  

2 
 

AA/ACA  

6:30-9 p.m.  

3 

Bible Study 10.a.m  

AA Men’s 6-8pm  

4 

5 

PENTECOST 

SUNDAY  

Worship Services 

at 8 am. & 10:30 

am  

 

6 7 

Orchid Society  

5 to 9 p.m.  

BBSS 6:30 p.m.  

8 9 
AA/ACA  

6:30-9 p.m.  

10 

 

Bible Study 10.a.m  

 

AA Men’s 6-8pm  

11 

12 

 

Worship Services 

at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

13 

   Council 

   Meeting  

     6 p.m.  

14 

BBSS 6:30 p.m.  

15 16 
AA/ACA  

6:30-9 p.m.  

17 

 

Bible Study 10.a.m  

 

AA Men’s  6-8pm  

18 

Hope and  

Deliverance  

Women’s Con-

ference   10 a.m 

to 8 p.m.  

19 

Worship Services 

at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

 

 

     Fathers Day  

20 21 

BBSS 6:30 p.m.  

22 23 
L4  Luncheon  

AA/ACA  

6:30-9 p.m.  

24 

 

Bible Study 10.a.m  

 

AA Men’s  6-8pm  

25 

26 

 

Worship Services 

at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

27 

Ladies  

Night Out  

28 

BBSS 6:30 p.m.  

29 30 

 
AA/ACA  

6:30-9 p.m.  

 

 

 

SYNOD Assembly in Orlando 

 SYNOD  

Assembly  
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The next Ladies Night Out will be on June 27th .  

We  meet at 6 p.m. for cocktails, dinner to follow. Please 

watch your bulletins for any announcements.   

Contact Ann Warner if you are coming and 

or have any   questions 651-442-5043.  All 

are welcome for an evening of fellowship 

and fun. 

 Birthdays  

06/08  Tim Goxem 

06/09  Joey Winkler 

06/11 Fred Veston 

06/18 Tiffany Haley 

06/20  Johanna Kiefner  

06/21 Jan Voparil 

Anniversays 

 

06/13 Peter & Sharon 

  Weingartner 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not 

listed, please  let either 

Debi or Nancy in the 

church office know.  

L4 Ladies  

Women Ministries  

 

Our next lunch is June 23rd ,12 noon at Red Lobster. Watch your church 

bulletin weekly for L4 announcements. We are planning an afternoon 

summer soiree on a Saturday to meet with ladies who 

cannot attend our weekday lunches. Who wouldn’t like 

a little wine, cheese, and French pastries with fellow-

ship? 

 Bonnie Tremayne 626-536 -4965  

Etrem15901@icloud.com  

Just a reminder— the Church’s ongoing practice is that 

anyone wanting to use the hall, pavilion or any other 

room for an activity should please first check the calen-

dar for open dates and then contact the church office to 

schedule your activity to avoid any conflicts.  The calen-

dar is printed in every SteepleTalk, is posted and updat-

ed regularly on the website and events are noted in the 

Sunday bulletin.  Thank you!  
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Please Notify the Church Office 

When You or a member of your fam-

ily is hospitalized. \ You have a 

change of address. \ Your phone 

number has changed. \ Your email 

address has changed. \ Your board or 

committee changes a meeting date or 

time.  Your help with all of the 

above is very much appreciated!  

Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

Chapel School        Dining with Dignity 

Food Pantry                 FL Bahamas Syno 

Sound System Project      Church Parking Lot 

 
The second collection should not replace your regular giving 
ing the first collection. It is only for the funds chosen.  
 
All money collected on Sundays (other than the 2nd and 5th 
Sunday) goes into the general account.  If you would like to 
give to a fund other than an approved  fund , please bring or 
mail the check into the church office, with the 
name of the  fund noted on the check and your 
envelope number.  

April Gunness 

Steve Stephens 

Bob Gavilo 

Ken  Barnard 

Joyce Jones 

Allysn Edginton 

Phoebe Lutes 

Barbara Radef 

Roland Hecht 

Lucie Coyle 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Patty Kuykendall 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Peter Morin 

Family of W.Leviska 

John Delaney 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Turk 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Mark Flamino 

Arlene Sanders 

Donna King 

Barbara Ryder 

Jon Murphy 

Tim Goxem  

Gene and Debbie Boba  

John Mampe  

 

 

Joseph Flores 

Mike Kappelmann 

Eddie Davis  

Johnny Kelly 

Sara Fogle  

Chad Kutlik 

 Tyler Woodard 

Reginald Best 

Carl Seim   

Justin Rae 

Molly Prins  

Kyle Melnick 

Alex Carames 

Cody Holmes 

Chase Warner 

Courtney Kelly 

 Dylan Harris 
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2022 COUNCIL MEMBERS  

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow  

904-955-9966  

r.warren.dow@gmail.com  
 

President, Ron Scott  

904-429-2517  

ronandann@comcast.net  
 

Vice President, Sara Waters  

904-819-9428  

sarae1080@gmail.com  
 

Secretary, Cheryl Mampe  

386-246-4129  

momdadfl@gmail.com  
 

Treasurer, Kim Bogert  

904-806-3364  

kimbogert@hotmail.com  
 

Youth Rep, Declan Gaines  

(904) 347-8477  

declangaines07@gmail.com  

 

Anthony Ardito  

904-794-7397  

anthonyardito@aol.com  

 

Bill Hoge  

904-501-2158  

captainhoge@aol.com  

 

Susan Kleiner  

904-794-5456  

slkleiner@bellsouth.net  

 

Irv Stockdale  

904-471-7812  

kodagator@bellsouth.net  

 

Bonnie Tremayne  

626-536-4965  

etrem15901@icloud.com  

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: www.memoriallutheranchurch.net 

 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 

Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

June Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline: is  

Tuesday June 21st . . If you would like to submit 

an article or other information for inclusion in the 

newsletter please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com.  

Please also submit Worship Assistants: Readers, Al-

tar Guild, Greeters, etc. by the deadline. Infor-

mation or Articles arriving after the deadline will 

not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

  If you have any questions, please contact Debi  in 

the Church office.   

 MLC Staff:  

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry 
Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Debi Wood 

 Administrative Assistant: Nancy Murphy  


