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Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

TWO TABLES  

To your left is a book about the once-famous Algonquin Round Table.  In 
a restaurant in the New York City hotel of the same name, it hosted the 
top wits of the country at one time.  And they were funny!  Look for 
some quotes below. 
 
You might think it was all about gracious conversation.  It wasn’t.  In-
stead, each of the literary stars who sat there competed with each other 
constantly, interrupting each other with their latest funny saying.  Here 
are a couple of them:  “The first thing I do in the morning is brush my 
teeth and sharpen my tongue.” and this:  “If you want to know what God 
thinks of money, look at the people he gave it to.”  (both by Dorothy 

Parker)  The point of knowing about this is that we still try to do it: that 
is, when we have a great idea, we tend to talk over other people to make sure we’re heard.  In 
real life, it hardly ever works. 

Someone said recently that our congregation is undergoing a Renaissance.  I 
agree.  There is excitement in the air.  New ideas are everywhere.  And our meetings can be    
contests to see who can get their ideas out first, or maybe the loudest.  It’s part of human na-
ture.  It’s OK.  God would rather have some church conversations where the rules of etiquette are 
challenged than one more dull meeting.  Right? 

Yes.  Except that Jesus tended to preside over a different 
kind of table.  We know it as the Last Supper.  I’ll bet the disci-
ples were at their usual witty best, talking in loudest voices and 
over each other about what Jesus might do next.  Of course they 
were in for a very big surprise later on that night, but that’s an-
other subject. 

 Every time they met, what Jesus did was to set the tone of their 
gatherings  Likewise, at every table we sit at with him, he sets 
the tone by being the servant and washing our feet, that is, by 

being our servant and listening carefully to us.  Maybe it helps disciples then and now to listen as 
well as they speak.  Maybe it helps us ask questions, too, or think through our responses.         
We can be servants  at the committee table and council table.  Think of it as doing for 
others what Jesus does for us.  
 
Someone once said that brevity is the soul of wit.  Be witty.  Be memorable.  Have fun when we 
meet and plan. Jesus likes it.  Keep it light and keep things moving. 

And as long as we’re quoting witty people, John F. Kennedy once said that when he was growing 
up, he wanted three things, to be a Lindberg-type hero, to learn Chinese, and to be a member of 
the Algonquin Round table.  Maybe so, but I’d rather be with you as you do what you do so well, 
listening as servants of one another and making things happen as fellow servants, as Jesus is 
servant to us. 

Pastor Dow 

2022  
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Online Giving at Memorial Lutheran Church  

So, you’ve been wanting to give online for either  

regular offering or to help with a special project. 

Thanks to our office staff and the accounting soft-

ware they use, it’s now a reality.  

Find the link on our website,  

memoriallutheranchurch.net. 

Hit the button is in the lower left hand corner.  

Instructions for giving will appear when you click this link. There will be a menu asking 

for method of payment, e-mail address, and options for where you want your donation 

to go ( member, non member, etc)  

How about texting a financial gift? The text number is 73256. Then, the code is 

MLCGIVING (not case sensitive). Follow the prompts, entering the information                

indicated above.  

We will track each gift and note it on individual giving records. The office staff is always 

happy to answer your questions about this new feature. God bless you and your giving 

spirit!  
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Brief Notes from Meeting, June 13, 2022 

 
• Minutes from May 9 th Council Meeting approved 

•  Financial Report: we are down $3,500 each month. List of amounts in the Funds 
provided. Financial Report approved 
 

• Missy Dow discussed importance of a Hospitality Committee and some ideas she 
has to get one started. Motion made to spend up to $1,000 to get a brochure 
printed up about Memorial Lutheran Church. Motion carried                                        
 Missy’s email address: meldow14@gmail.com. Missy is happy to get this   
 committee started 

•  Bill Hoge presented a temporary fix for the Parking Lot to help drain the water 
that floods the area at the west end of the lot. Motion made to use $1,000 of our 

Parking Lot Fund to cover the expenses of this project. Motion carried. 

•  L4 Ladies taking a break for the summer. Reconvene in the fall. 

• L4 Ladies suggested one service only for July 31 and Oct. 30. Possibly have 
the Chapel School students sing during the service and a lunch afterwards 
 

•  Barbara Mattingly advised that the Worship and Music Committee needs 
to be included in this planning. 
 

• 2 nd Sunday Second Collection for Aug. 14 will be towards our own Food Pantry 
plus donations of Food to help stock Little Pantry in the parking lot too. 

• Sept. 11 Second Sunday Collection will be towards our participation in God’s 
Work Our Hands. 
 
•  Motion made and carried to allow Arnett Air Conditioning to service all 10 air 
conditioners twice a year for $1,520 (including 1 new air filter each service ) . 
 
• July Council Meeting originally scheduled for July 11 is cancelled. The new 

date is Saturday, July 23 from 9 AM to Noon, providing the day is open to use 
the Hall and the conference Room. 
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Why Hospitality is a MINISTRY 
Have you ever visited a church for the first time only to feel like a ‘fly on the wall’? 

You were greeted at the door and handed a bulletin but no one else spoke to you. 

You entered the sanctuary and people noticed you, but no one smiled or spoke to you.  

During the Passing of the Peace, you had one or two greetings, but everyone seemed to 

know everyone else and you felt ignored. 

After church no one invited you to fellowship for a cup of coffee.  

You wandered back for coffee after worship, but everyone was clustered in their little con-

versation groups, and no one invited you into conversation. 

I have. Richard and I both have had these experiences when visiting other churches (as long as 

no one knows he’s a Pastor on vacation!). 

 

WE know that Memorial Lutheran Church is full of friendly people. However, have you ever tried 

to enter our church and look at your experience AS IF you were a FIRST TIME VISITOR?  

 

I want the world to know all that we have to offer here at our church. Are you happy to be a 

member here? Why? If you are, don’t you want to share it with everyone?  

 

God has called me to help build something new here. Not a committee, but a MINISTRY. A HOS-

PITALITY MINISTRY.  

What is it? What is involved? Let me share my vision with you. 

•We are building a committee because each and every ministry of the church should be well 

organized, strong with volunteers and undergirded in prayer. 
 

•Hospitality Ministry flows out of the vision to grow our church. The church’s vision and hos-

pitality practices are closely related. 
 

•I have engaged the Church Council’s support and have already three Council members on the 

steering committee.  
 

•We will start with a Hospitality Audit—looking at every aspect of our facility and worship 

through the lens of a first-time visitor. 
 

•We are exploring ways to update all informational brochures, including a brochure on all 

staff, programs, Chapel School, and a new pictorial directory.  
 

•We are making plans to update the narthex with a Welcome Center. 
 

And that’s a start. 
How can you help?  

•PRAYER-for discernment of what your role might be in this ministry. 
 

•SHARE IDEAS – share your experiences visiting other churches. How were you welcomed? 

How did it feel? 
 

•SUPPORT- every ministry needs financial support. A branding campaign for new brochures, 

banners for outside, a Hospitality Welcome Center for the narthex, welcome gifts for visitors, 

etc. The Church Council has offered to begin financial support.  
 

•VOLUNTEER – come join the Hospitality Ministry team. Bring your 

servant’s heart—your loving heart—your heart for Jesus.  

 
We are so BLESSED here at Memorial Lutheran Church. Let your lights 
SHINE!! 
 

In His Love,   

Missy Dow 

meldow14@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                     
904-955-9967                                                                                                                                                                                

Contact me for more information 

mailto:meldow14@gmail.com
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   REDBOOKS 

      On Sunday mornings please sign the attendance sheets that are in the 

Red Books in the Pews every time you attend (weekly)  

We know that this has not been the practice recently but the attendance 

sheets are the only way we know of your participation for ministry pur-

poses.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
We are currently forming a committee to plan a celebration of the 

100th Anniversary of Memorial Lutheran Church, which will occur 

next fall into December.  Anyone interested in joining our group 

please  contact Sara Waters at sarae1080@gmail.com or call me at 

904-315-1332 .  

 

 

The Church Council will meet on  Saturday July 23rd 

at 9 a.m. They will begin with a regular  council 

meeting.  

Following the regular council meeting all the      

committees chairs will be planning the dates of the 

special events for the rest of the year.  If you have any     

ideas, please contact the appropriate committee chair or     

a council member  to bring those ideas to the meeting.           

          

mailto:sarae1080@gmail.com
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PLEASE NOTE:  
 
Names on the congregation prayer list are removed each month unless the church of-
fice is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list (congregation or military) that should not be there, 
please let the church office know that as well. Thank you for your help in keeping 
these lists accurate.  

 
STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 

 
If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by email, please contact the 
Church Office at 904-797-4377 with your e-mail address and you will be 
placed on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to have a printed 
copy, they will be available on the last Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The Church office  

has a favor to ask of everyone.  

  
Our Church management system  REALM is missing  

quite a few  Anniversaries and Birthdays,  at the moment a lot 

of you have 1900 as your year of birth, which we know is not 

true.   In order to get our records up todate if you could 

please .email or call the office and check on what info we have 

for you, so that we can get Realm into shape we would really 

appreciate it.  

Thank You!  

Debi and Nancy  
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 2022 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 

Bible Study  10 

a.m.  

Mens; AA  6.p.m. 

2 

3 

Worship Services at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

Choir  

9:30 a.m.  

4 Happy 4th of 

July! 
Church office  is 

closed  

 

5 

Orchid Society  
5 p.m. 
BBSS  6 to 8 p.m.  

 

6 

VBS  9 a.m. 

 

7  
8 AA/ACA  

6:30-9 p.m.  

8  
Bible Study  10 

a.m.  

Mens; AA  6.p.m. 

9 

10 

Worship Services at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

Choir  

9:30 a.m.  

Father Pence 
 preaching  

11 

 

12 

BBSS  6 to 8 p.m.  

 

 

13 

VBS  9 a.m. 

14 

AA/ACA  

6:30-9 p.m.  

 

15 

Bible Study  10 

a.m.  

Mens; AA  6.p.m. 

16 

17 

Worship Services at 

8 am. & 10:30 am 

Choir  

9:30 a.m.  

18 

 Orchid Society  

Board of Direc-

tors meeting 5 to 

6:30 p.m.  

19 

 

BBSS  6 to 8 p.m.  

20 

VBS  9 a.m. 

21 

AA/ACA  

6:30-9 p.m.  

 

22 

Bible Study  10 

a.m.  

Mens; AA  6.p.m. 

23 

Council Meeting  

9 a.m.to noon  

24 

Worship Services at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

Choir  

9:30 a.m.  

25 

 Ladies Night 

Out 

6 p.m.  

26 

BBSS  6 to 8 p.m.  

 

27 

VBS  9 a.m. 

 

28 

AA/ACA  

6:30-9 p.m.  

29 

Bible Study  10 

a.m.  

Mens; AA  6.p.m. 

30 

31 

Worship Services at 

8 am. & 10:30 am  

Choir  

9:30 a.m.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                     Pastor Dow  - Vacation           

                 Debi  - Vacation   

                                                                  Debi Vacation    
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The next Ladies Night Out will be on July 25 .  

We  meet at 6 p.m. for cocktails, dinner to follow. Please 

watch your bulletins for any announcements.   

Contact Ann Warner if you are coming and or have any   

questions 651-442-5043.  All are welcome 

for an evening of fellowship and fun. 

  

Birthdays  

07/06 Irv Stockdale  

07/07  Arthur Goehler 

07/23 Robert Kunz  

07/23 Yvonne Schimmel 

06/21 Jan Voparil 

 

Anniversays 

 

 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not 

listed, please  let either 

Debi or Nancy in the 

church office know.  

 

L4 Ladies  

Women Ministries  

L4 Ladies are taking a break for the summer. 

Luncheons will resume in September   

Just a reminder— the Church’s ongoing practice is that 

anyone wanting to use the hall, pavilion or any other 

room for an activity should please first check the calen-

dar for open dates and then contact the church office to 

schedule your activity to avoid any conflicts.  The calen-

dar is printed in every SteepleTalk, is posted and updat-

ed regularly on the website and events are noted in the 

Sunday bulletin.  Thank you!  
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Please Notify the Church Office 

When You or a member of your fam-

ily is hospitalized. \ You have a 

change of address. \ Your phone 

number has changed. \ Your email 

address has changed. \ Your board or 

committee changes a meeting date or 

time.  Your help with all of the 

above is very much appreciated!  

Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

Chapel School        Dining with Dignity 

Food Pantry                 FL Bahamas Synod 

Sound System Project      Church Parking Lot 

 
The second collection should not replace your regular 
giving ing the first collection. It is only for the funds cho-
sen.  
 
All money collected on Sundays (other than the 2nd and 
5th Sunday) goes into the general account.  If you would 
like to give to a fund other than an approved  
fund , please bring or mail the check into the 
church office, with the name of the  fund noted 
on the check and your envelope number.  

April Gunness 

Steve Stephens 

Bob Gavilo 

Ken  Barnard 

Joyce Jones 

Allysn Edginton 

Phoebe Lutes 

Barbara Radef 

Roland Hecht 

Lucie Coyle 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Patty Kuykendall 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Peter Morin 

Family of W.Leviska 

John Delaney 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Turk 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Mark Flamino 

Arlene Sanders 

Donna King 

Barbara Ryder 

Jon Murphy 

Tim Goxem  

Gene and Debbie Boba  

John Mampe  

 

 

Joseph Flores 

Mike Kappelmann 

Eddie Davis  

Johnny Kelly 

Sara Fogle  

Chad Kutlik 

 Tyler Woodard 

Reginald Best 

Carl Seim   

Justin Rae 

Molly Prins  

Kyle Melnick 

Alex Carames 

Cody Holmes 

Chase Warner 

Courtney Kelly 

 Dylan Harris 
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2022 COUNCIL MEMBERS  

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow  

904-955-9966  

r.warren.dow@gmail.com  
 

President, Ron Scott  

904-429-2517  

ronandann@comcast.net  
 

Vice President, Sara Waters  

904-819-9428  

sarae1080@gmail.com  
 

Secretary, Cheryl Mampe  

386-246-4129  

momdadfl@gmail.com  
 

Treasurer, Kim Bogert  

904-806-3364  

kimbogert@hotmail.com  
 

Youth Rep, Declan Gaines  

(904) 347-8477  

declangaines07@gmail.com  

 

Anthony Ardito  

904-794-7397  

anthonyardito@aol.com  

 

Bill Hoge  

904-501-2158  

captainhoge@aol.com  

 

Susan Kleiner  

904-794-5456  

slkleiner@bellsouth.net  

 

Irv Stockdale  

904-471-7812  

kodagator@bellsouth.net  

 

Bonnie Tremayne  

626-536-4965  

etrem15901@icloud.com  

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: www.memoriallutheranchurch.net 

 
CHAPEL SCHOOL 

Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

Debi will be  out of the office when the next Steepletalk 

should be published.  So We will be doing a Mid to late 

August/ September edition of Steepletalk..  Deadline 

for that Steepletalk will be August 10th.  If you would 

like to submit an article or other information for inclu-

sion in the newsletter please send it to 

mlstaug@gmail.com.  Please also submit Worship As-

sistants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, etc. by the 

deadline. Information or Articles arriving after the 

deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin is 

due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please send any 

announcements or other information you wish to put in 

the bulletin via email to mlcstaug@gmail.com  by Tues-

day of each week. 

  If you have any questions, please contact Debi  in the 

Church office.   

 MLC Staff:  

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry 
Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Debi Wood 

 Administrative Assistant: Nancy Murphy  


