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July, 2020 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

 

My Old Church, 
Memories, and 
The Power of Time 
 
 
 
 
 

The painting above is by Salvador Dali, and dates to 1931. It’s called The Persistence of 
Memory.  It hangs in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.  It’s also weird.  But 
most memories are.  Because time changes things. 
 

All those melted watches could be pictures of the way I felt on vacation this year when 
Missy and I drove by the church I grew up in. It’s the feeling you get when time changes 
things.  
 

My old congregation was Groveton Baptist Church in Alexandria, Virginia.  Our pastor was 
Dr. Smith, who was always dressed in a perfect black suit and shined black shoes.  We sang 
old-fashioned hymns every Sunday and occasionally someone would come forward at the 
end of worship for baptism. Dr. Smith’s preaching style was subdued, thoughtful, and 
blessedly brief, which greatly appealed to my family. 
 

I looked up the new Groveton Baptist Church online when I got home.  They now have two 
pastors (one Caucasian, one African American) and services in English, Spanish, and Ethi-
opian.  They livestream their worship each week and have a variety of activities for chil-
dren, youth, and adults in English, Spanish, and Ethiopian.  Wow!  What a change. 
 

My old church is different, but yet the same.  How’s that?  Dr. Smith’s gentlemanly, even-
handed proclamation of the gospel has now blossomed into a riot of language, color, and 
weekly ministries.  And yes, they are online.  Different, right?  Yet the important sameness 
is in the central calling of that congregation; to get the message of Jesus Christ out into the 
community.  
 

Is the message “change or die?”  I don’t think so.  The church, as a whole, never dies be-
cause Jesus lives.  So, maybe what I learned at Groveton Baptist Church then and now is 
that the passage of time can give power to our calling to serve Jesus.  We are doing that at 
Memorial Lutheran Church.  Things are changing, but the message is the same.  So, it’s ex-
citing to be here.  It’s exciting to be doing new ministries with you.  Thank you! 
 
Pastor Dow 
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 REALM is up and running with all the finances entered. Online Giving will be 

added soon to the web page.  Vystar is now our bank because Center State 

Bank was taken over by a larger bank and rates at Vystar are better. 

 Live Streaming will happen after we hardwire the Sanctuary. 

 Services will be adding back more elements. Hymnals are back in the pews. 

Brief Notes—June Meeting 

      Dining with Dignity 

On Sunday, June 13th, 7 families cooked a total of 70 full meals for 
Dining with Dignity and when we arrived in the rain, we had 16 
homeless waiting for us under the bank canopy. We handed out 52 
meals and then took the remaining 18 meals to St. Francis House 
and they were very happy to receive them. 

Our next time to serve the homeless is Sunday, August 8th.  Thank 
you for your support of this mission. 

Just a reminder— the Church’s ongoing practice is that anyone wanting to use 

the hall, pavilion or any other room for an activity should please first check the 

calendar for open dates and then contact the church office to schedule your activ-

ity to avoid any conflicts.  The calendar is printed in every SteepleTalk, is posted 

and updated regularly on the website and events are noted in the Sunday bulle-

tin.  Thank you! 
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Family Ministry News 

On May 23, Pentecost Sunday, 3 of our youth affirmed their baptismal vows before their families 

and the 10:30am congregation.  It was a beautiful culmination of their 2 year journey of faith.  They 

are now each full members of Memorial Lutheran Church:  please help me welcome Declan Gaines, 

Amiah Dingfelder, and Lou E. Rossi.  We have 2 youth who will start the two-year process in the 

fall, and 2 more who plan to begin next year.  Praise God! 

The Youth Group had a fun “End of School” celebration on June 2.  We painted many new rocks 

(look for them around the church!), we played a series of silly games called “The Toilet Bowl” using 

rolls of toilet paper, toilet brushes and plungers – and we walked over to Culver’s for a nice dinner 

together.  The youth will be helping during Wednesdays Together VBS (see below) and we are plan-

ning a fun outing for the youth this summer – more details to come! 

We are excited to stay connected to Jesus all summer long during our NEW 

Wednesdays Together VBS!  Each week we will SPLASH into our Spark 

Story Bible with Squiggles and learn about stories with WATER!  Families are 

invited to bring their children of all ages every Wednesday morning from 

June 30 to August 4 at 9am to our Outdoor Chapel where we will read a Bible 

story about water, do a fun craft, have snack, and then PLAY.  Each week we 

will have a water slide and the playground open for kids and their families to 

stay connected. 

Our youth group is getting excited about Boundless, the 2022 Youth Gathering in Minneapolis,            

scheduled for the last week in July next summer.  We have 6 eligible youth who are already starting 

to fundraise for our trip.  There will be a parent meeting next month to discuss the details and con-

firm who will be attending next summer.   We are bound. 

Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by poverty, 

by -isms that try to divide us, and by so much more. In a 

life that often feels as if it has young people in a suffocating 

grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: 

boundless love, boundless mercy, boundless freedom, 

boundless creation, boundless strength. All offered from a 

gracious and loving God who knows and adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be 

measured.  You will be hearing much more about this amazing opportunity for faith formation com-

ing up in the next months.  Please pray for our youth as they prepare. 

Chapel School News 

Chapel School is closed for the summer and we are excited to tell everyone that 

we are almost FULL for the fall!  We have experienced tremendous growth this 

year, and we thank the congregation for all your support.  We are searching for 

a new VPK teacher, please pray that God will reveal the perfect candidate.   

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our church and the families in our com-

munity.   

Linda Chambers, Family Ministry  & Chapel School Director 
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07/06 Irv Stockdale 

07/07 Art Goehler 

07/23 Robert Kunz 
  Yvonne Schimmel 

07/30 Eleanor Loseke 

 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email and are not receiving it, please contact the 
Church Office at 904-797-4377 with your e-mail ad-
dress and you will be placed on the mailing list.  To 
those who wish to continue to have a printed copy, 
they will be available on the last Sunday of every 
month in the Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on     
August 9, 2021 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

There are always opportunities coming up to get involved 

either through fellowship, outreach or service to the 

church and congregation.  Please prayerfully consider 

stepping out of your normal routine to increase unity 

within our church body and share the love of Christ with 

the community. 

07/10 Richard Beverly    

  Sorrentino 
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

Dylan Harris 

  

The second collection should not replace your reg-
ular giving in the first collection. It is only for the 
funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money in 
the second collection for a fund other than the one 
being collected that money will be placed in the 
general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and 
(b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of 
the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. 
Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the gen-
eral account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod  

+Sound System Project  +Church Parking Lot 
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July 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 

AA Mtg 6:30 

ACA 6:30 

2 

Bible Study 10 

3 

Orchid Society   
9a-12 Pavilion 

CPR Class 9:30
-1:30 Hall 

4 Happy 4th 

Worship 8:00 & 
10:30 

Adult Class 9:15 

Exec Mtg  

Sunday Chapel 
School 10 

5 

Office Closed 

 

6 

Orchid Society 
5-9p 

7 8 

AA Mtg 6:30 

ACA 6:30 

9 

Bible Study 10 

10 

11 

Worship 8:00 & 
10:30 

Adult Class 9:15 

Sunday Chapel 
School 10 

12 

AA District 
Mtg 6p Hall 

Council Mtg 
6p Conf Rm 

13 14 15 

AA Mtg 6:30 

ACA 6:30 

16 

Bible Study 10 

17 

18 

Worship 8:00 & 
10:30 

Adult Class 9:15 

Sunday Chapel 
School 10 

19 

Orchid Board 
Mtg 2-3:30 
conf room 

20 21 22 

AA Mtg 6:30 

ACA 6:30 

23 

Bible Study 10 

24 

25 

Worship 8:00 & 
10:30 

Adult Class 9:15 

Sunday Chapel 
School 10 

26 27 28 29 

AA Mtg 6:30 

ACA 6:30 

30 

Bible Study 10 

31 
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PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Family of Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Fred Farley 

Bob Gavilo 

Jackson Hollister 

Ken & Nancy Barnard 

Howie Mallow 

Roland Hecht 

Lucie Coyle 

Family of W. Leviska 

Collin Kirk 

Patty Kuykendall 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Peter Morin 

Jane Sheppard 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Phoebe Lutes 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Turk 

Janet Grow 

Tim Goxem’s cousin Susan 

Lexi Gardiner 

Bette MacDowell 

John Delaney 

Family of Tristyn Bailey 

Travis Loseke 

Joyce Jones 

Phoebe Lutes 

The Fucci Family 

 

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations. Stay healthy and safe until we 

can meet again! 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will 
change you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last 
Thursday of every month. Watch the bulletin for 
times and location 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in         
Fellowship Hall. 

• We have a Lutheran basics adult class called 
“Faith//Talking!” between services every Sun-
day morning at 9:15.  We are looking at the Gos-
pel of Mark as Jesus’ call to justice and service. 
Pastor Dow is our presenter and moderates our 
lively discussions. Please join us! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if 
you have any questions about joining a study. We’d 
love to have you! 

Ladies night out is a great way to meet the women 

of MLC and enjoy good food and fellowship. The la-

dies meet the last Monday of each month at 6:00 for 

dinner.  Please watch the Sunday bulletin or look on 

our website (memoriallutheranchurch.net) for details.   



10 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Ron Scott 
219-879-0998 
ttac9404@comcast.net 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: memoriallutheranchurch.net 

 

CHAPEL SCHOOL 
Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Email: chapelschooldirector@gmail.com 
Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Bookkeeper: Robert Grebely 

Admin Asst. & Web Editor: Debi Wood 

August Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:  

July 13th. If you would like to submit an article or 

other information for inclusion in the newsletter 

please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no later than 

the deadline date. Please also submit Worship As-

sistants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, etc. by the 

deadline. Information or Articles arriving after the 

deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcdebi0226@gmail.com by Tuesday of each 

week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   

Treasurer, Kim Bogert 
904-806-3364 
kimbogert@hotmail.com 


