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JANUARY, 2021 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

Blessings and wishes for a Happy and Healthy New 

Year!  

Wise Guys Three – or more  

In Matthew’s gospel, the wise men make their appearance right after Joseph and 
Mary heard that she would be pregnant with the Messiah.  The gospel “cuts to the 
chase” as it were, introducing Jesus to the world right away.  There’s not a moment to 
lose.   

As well, these three are called the magi (yes, with imagination), or called astrologers, or simply the 
wise men.  They were probably well-acquainted with the Hebrew Bible, especially Numbers 24 (the star), 
Micah 5 (Bethlehem) and Daniel’s prophecy (the Messiah).   
 
If we called them wise guys, we’d be about right.  They were “wise” to King Herod and his plan to use 
them to find Jesus.  They understood that they were in the presence of greatness right there in the man-
ger.  They went around Herod to get back home.  In short, they had some street smarts.  That was what 
the Wise Guys gave the baby Jesus, to use later on. 
 
Now Jesus gives those gifts to us.  We’re Wise Guys, too; street smart when the pressure’s on.  In a way, 
the pressure is the same as before, trying to be the church in the age of Covid.  As it recedes, we’ll need 
some wisdom to gather the momentum God blessed us with as a congregation.  We’ll need to think 
through how to get going again without getting tangled up in the pressures of this world:  returning to 
“normal,” anger when things change in ways we don’t agree with, or  personal depression as we experi-
ence isolation, to name a few. 
 
How do we do it?  Let’s ask the Wise Guys.   
 
First, the gift of gold.  Jesus and his parents had money worries.  What family doesn’t?  What congrega-
tion?  But God provided.  God will provide again.  Wise Guys give money worries to God.  They seek help 
when needed and know God will not leave us defenseless. 
 
Second, the gift of myrrh.  It’s a balm for burial of a dead body.  It’s the grace that covered a crucified 
Jesus.  Now, it’s a reminder that we should die to past sins and be forgiven.  We can die to past expecta-
tions (when will things be the same as before?) and let God do some new things.  Use your myrrh.  Re-
member, you’re a Wise Guy. 
 
Third, and most important, frankincense.  It’s incense, a part of worship that recalls prayers sent up to 
God in trust.  What do we need to trust God with the most?  Wise Guys knew to begin and end every ad-
venture with worship, prayer, and that same trust. 
 
The Bible doesn’t say how many wise men there were at Jesus’ birth.  That leaves us free to 
add our names to Caspar, Balthazar, and Melchior.  We’re Wise Guys.  Just what Jesus 
needs in this new year.   
 
Pastor Dow 
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Yvonne and I would like to thank all of you for your thoughts and prayers during Yvonne's 
recent hospital and rehab stay resulting from a stroke. She is at home now and making 
steady progress to normal activity. Continued prayers will be a blessing. 

God Bless all, 

Yvonne & Bob Schimmel 

Welcome new Council Member Ron Scott!  We are grateful for your willingness to 

serve our MLC Family! And a big thank you to Sara Waters who agreed to continue for an-

other term on the Council though your first term was up.  

A big thank you to Rob Helfer who served MLC well as Council President during a year 

of transition and uncertainty! We are grateful that you agreed to return in 2021 in the same 

role! Thank you for all your time, your wisdom in leading, and commitment to the Council 

and MLC! 

Thank you to those Council members whose years of service came to an end: Cindy 

Chapman and Tim Goxem.  Serving on the Council is an important but sometimes difficult 

role.  You took on your duties with dedication and grace. Your commitment to MLC, its func-

tioning, finances and overall wellbeing is much appreciated.  

A very special thank you to KC Kramer who stepped down as Treasurer after 5 years 

of service. We are so grateful for the dedication, the giving of many hours of your time and 

all your efforts supporting the church as Treasurer. Your time, assistance and service to this 

church family went above and beyond. You will be missed.  
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1/05 Bruce Peterson 

1/08 Sharon Weingartner 

1/13 Emma Marhanka 

1/20 Sheryl Gifford 

1/23 Karissa Amrhein 

1/25 Andrea McCook 

1/27 Wayne Leviska 

1/31 Linda Hubbard 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email, please contact the Church Office at 904-797-
4377 with your e-mail address and you will be placed 
on the mailing list.  To those who wish to continue to 
have a printed copy, they will be available on the last 
Sunday of every month in the Narthex.  

The next council meeting will be on 
January 11, 2020 

If you have a birthday 

or anniversary this 

month and your name 

is not listed, please con-

tact the church office. 

1/01 John & Karen Amrhein 

1/02 John & Cheryl Mampe 

2021 GIVING ENVELOPES: If you 
haven’t done so already, please pick up 
your 2021 giving envelopes. They are 
in the Narthex on the bench. Thank 
you!  
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Delaney Luna 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Rick Rometty 

Mark Chamberlin, Jr 

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

Dylan Harris 

Kyle Melnick 

The second collection should not replace your reg-
ular giving in the first collection. It is only for the 
funds chosen. Additionally, if you place money in 
the second collection for a fund other than the one 
being collected that money will be placed in the 
general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the general 
account, if you would like to give to a fund other 

than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund and 
(b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the name of 
the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope number. 
Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in the gen-
eral account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod 

+Gamble Rogers Food Drive +Sound System Project 

  +Church Parking Lot 
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April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Lois Hill 

Richard Sorentino 

Annie Stewart 

Scotty Parker 

Roland Hecht 

Jeff Canova 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Patty Kuykendall 

Fred Farley 

Jean Schoenweiss 

Ken & Nancy Barnard 

Taylor Rewitzer 

Victor Neilson 

Dee LaMendola 

Matt Bellamy 

Gwen Waldron 

Jean Tetta 

Lottie Britt 

Jim Rackley 

Wayne Leviska 

Howie Mallow 

Michael Brogan 

Megan Carrigan 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Michael Warner 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

Please watch for future announcements for meeting 

times and locations. Stay healthy and safe until we can 

meet again! 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will change 
you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last 
Thursday of every month. Watch the bulletin for 
times and location 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall beginning again on June 26th 

• We have a Lutheran basics adult class called 
“Faith//Talking!” between services every Sunday 
morning at 9:15.  We look at Lutheran “classics” 
like the Ten Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer, 
and the Creed with some help and comments 
from Martin Luther, guided by Pastor Dow and 
including you! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if 
you have any questions about joining a study. We’d 
love to have you! 

Ladies night out is a great way to meet the women of 

MLC and enjoy good food and fellowship. The ladies 

meet the last Monday of each month at 5:30 for din-

ner.  Please watch the Sunday bulletin for details.  
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Office 

Closed 

Office 

Closed 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Church office 
Closed 

2 

3 Exec Mtg 
8:00 & 10:30 
Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 
Basics 

10:00 Sun 
Chapel School 

4 

Church office 
Open 

5 

5:00 Orchid 
Society 

6 7 

6:30 ACA 

8 
10:00 Bible 
Study 

9 

10 
8:00 & 10:30 
Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 
Basics 

10:00 Sun 
Chapel School 

11 
6:00 Council 

12 
Steeple Talk 
Deadline 

13 14 
6:30 ACA 

15 
10:00 Bible 
Study 

16 

17 
8:00 & 10:30 
Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 
Basics 

10:00 Sun 
Chapel School 

18 

Church office 
Closed 

19 20 21 
6:30 ACA 

22 
10:00 Bible 
Study 

23 

24 
8:00 & 10:30 
Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 
Basics 

10:00 Sun 
Chapel School 

25 26 27 28 
6:30 ACA 

29 
10:00 Bible 
Study 

30 

31 
8:00 & 10:30 
Worship 

9:15 Lutheran 
Basics 

10:00 Sun 
Chapel School 

      

January 2021 
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2020 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Judy Caputo 
904-615-1116 
caputo343@gmail.com 
 

Ron Scott 
219-879-0998 
ttac9404@comcast.net 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
 
 

CHAPEL SCHOOL 
Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Email: chapelschooldirector@gmail.com 
Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Financial Secretary: Carole Follett 

Admin Asst & Web Editor: Debi Wood 

February Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:  

January . If you would like to submit an article or 

other information for inclusion in the newsletter 

please send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no later than 

the deadline date. Please also submit Worship As-

sistants: Readers, Altar Guild, Greeters, etc. by the 

deadline. Information or Articles arriving after the 

deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin 

is due by close of business each Tuesday.  Please 

send any announcements or other information you 

wish to put in the bulletin via email to:                   

mlcstaug@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the 

Church office.   


