
1 

DECEMBER, 2021 

Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

“to share God’s love, word and grace with all people” 

Cold December flies away at 
the rose-red splendor April’s Crown-
ing glory breaks while the whole 
world wonders, 
At the holy unseen pow’r of the tree 
that bears the flow’r. 
On the blessed tree blooms the rose-
red flow’r. 

On the tree blooms the rose here in love’s own garden. 
Full and strong in glory. 

In the hopeless time of sin shadows deep had fallen. All the world lay under death. Eyes were 
closed in sleeping. But when all seemed lost in sight, came the sun whose golden light brings 

Here’s a Christmas hymn you might not hear too often, though it’s in our hymnal.  Why don’t 
we sing it?  The images in the song are kind of hard to figure out.  That may be the reason!   

But as a lover of unusual Christmas hymns myself (examples: “Lo, How A Rose” or the early 
American “A Virgin Unspotted”), I can’t stop thinking about this one.  The original song was 
born in Catalan, a province of Spain. The flower is Jesus. He’s blooming on the tree because his 
joyous birth finds its most complete expression on the cross. The red color of the “flow’r” may 
be a later addition by an IT guy moonlighting as a hymnwriter.  It’s a key symbol for us. 

Why is this hymn in my message for December?  For the sole reason that I know that your 
Christmas story each year – and mine – is sometimes hard to figure out.  Where is the gentle 
peace of the manger scene in our Christmas?  Where is the majesty of manger and cross in our 
busy season’s strivings?  I don’t always know the answer.  Do you?  The hymn’s last verse seems 
to say that the “flow’r” that is Jesus spreads a wondrous fragrance from birth to cross to resur-
rection.   To savor a fragrance, one has to pause, savor the moment, and breathe deep.   

So then, breathe deep.  You may smell the exhaust fumes of the outdoor Christmas tree lot, the 
aroma of Christmas dinner wafting over the presents’ wrapping wreckage of the day, or – I pray 
not but know it happens – the sting of solitary celebration that feels that all seems lost, as in the 
hymn’s second verse.  Breathe deep.  The rose that goes from cradle to cross is in God’s own 
garden, your life.  Our waiting in that garden, our breathing deeply to sense the presence of our 
Lord is Advent, the waiting.  Then Christmas bears witness to the rarest flower, and it blooms 
for you.  You are in God’s garden.  Breathe deeply.  God has come in Jesus for us to sense, to 
know, to love.  Here’s the hymn’s last verse: 

Now the bud has come to bloom, and the world awakens. In the lily’s purest flow’r dwells a 
wondrous fragrance. And it spreads to all the earth from the moment of its birth; In the flow’r 
it lives, and it spreads its heav’nly brightness,  Sweet perfume delightful. 

Wishing you a blessed Advent and Christmas season. 
Pastor Dow 
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Sunday Chapel School continues each week in the Outdoor Chapel.  We usually have 3-8 kids 

join us with their families.  Many are now coming into worship at 10:30am, so the “Pray-

Ground” is back in use.  Each week during the 10:30am service, children have a place to quietly 

play while still being included in our intergenerational worship experience.   

There are quiet toys and crafts for children of all ages, and a simple snack with water is also pro-

vided.  Coloring/Activity sheets are provided for the lectionary Bible story.  Kids are encouraged 

to participate in worship during Children’s Sermons, playing instruments, and signing lyrics.  

Special thanks to Barbara Mattingly and Pastor Dow, who are 

creatively including worship opportunities for our families. 

On Reformation Sunday, the kids hammered 95 post-it notes to 

the church doors as they learned about Martin Luther and his 95 

Theses.  They also hammered 95 golf tees into the biggest pump-

kin I could find.  

Youth activities continue each Wednesday afternoon.  Our full 

middle and high school youth group meets bi-weekly with 4 new 

middle school members, which brings our total count to 10 ac-

tive members.   We have 5 kids planning to attend the ELCA Youth Gathering – Boundless in 

July of 2022.  They are meeting bi-weekly as we plan for our trip and learn about the themes for 

boundless.  All youth and families have also been invited to attend the upcoming Movie Nights 

on Wednesdays  

The units we are studying as we prepare for the ELCA Youth 

Gathering are:  boundless LOVE, boundless CREATION, 

boundless FORGIVENESS, boundless INVITATION, boundless 

PROMISE.  They are beautifully written and the kids are really 

getting excited about our big trip, which is less than a year 

away!!! 

Youth will assist during Parent’s Night Out beginning the first Friday night in December from 5-

8pm.  This will be an ongoing fundraiser for the Youth Gathering.  Our Youth Group did a won-

derful presentation on Reformation Sunday about Martin Luther and Martin Luther King, Jr. 

during the 10:30am worship service.  They also created a paper 

chain with 95 red links that decorated the altar on Reformation 

Sunday.  They helped to write a Creation Litany during their 

boundless Bible Study, and will present it on Sunday, Novem-

ber 28.   

Youth will also be assisting during the brunch following the 

10:30am worship service celebrating Consecration Sunday.  

These brunches will become a monthly event for our youth on 

the Second Sunday.  Tips will be collected, and all proceeds 

help our youth attend the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering.  Thank you for your 

support of this amazing event! 

Linda Chambers, Director of Family Ministry 

Family Ministry News 



3 

Chapel School News 

“Get ready, get ready, get ready for the baby.  Get ready, get ready, for little Baby Jesus!” 

“He came down that we may have love (light, joy, peace), Hallelujah, forever more!”  

“Go Tell it on the Mountain, that Jesus Christ is born!”  

“Holy infant, so tender and mild!”  

These song verses are from our Chapel Time songs for Advent.  They include lots of sign lan-
guage the children love to learn.  The children and their families are exciting about our “12 
days of Advent” celebration.  Each morning during Chapel we will light up another light on 
our Advent path as we “get ready” to welcome the Light of the World!  We will celebrate our 
Lord’s birth during our special Christmas Chapel Program on Thursday morning, December 
16 in each of our classroom Chapel Times.  

Especially during the holidays, we remember those in our community who are in need.  At 

the St. Johns County Homeless Coalition, there is a continuous need 

for diapers.  As we have done in the past, Chapel School will be col-

lecting diapers during this special time when we remember a special 

baby born to bring peace, love, and joy to the world.  We will be col-

lecting diapers during Advent (in a basket in the narthex) and dur-

ing the 4pm Christmas Eve service in the Outdoor Chapel. 

Other fun events this month include our fun Polar Express Party – 

this year we will be doing the movie drive-in style outside in the parking lot!  During the party 

we all get to wear our pajamas, and drink hot chocolate, and eat popcorn - while watching 

segments of the great Christmas film, “The Polar Express.”  We’re even expecting a shipment 

of frozen bells from the North Pole!  There will be fun learning activities for all ages - Friday 

night, December 17th. 

Baby Jesus has arrived in our preschool classrooms.  Each year we place a handmade manger 

in each room underneath a shining star hanging from the ceiling.  In the manger we have a 

cuddly baby Jesus for the children to rock, sing to, read to, or just cuddle.  I am always deeply 

touched to see the many ways our Chapel School kids share their love with Jesus.  Look on 

our Facebook, Instagram, or website for pictures! 

November was a fun month, and this year we tried something new – a Little Gobbler Parade 

to celebrate Thanksgiving!  We hosted a parade through the south parking lot for their fami-

lies to view safely.  They wore turkey hats that they decorated and carried a giant turkey 

feather that they created with their families.  After parading through the parking lot, they 

walked around the building so the church office could see them too!    

It’s going to be a very exciting month as we prepare for a blessed Christmas and a joyous New 

Year.  Please keep our children, our staff and their families in your thoughts and prayers as 

we work together to “Make Christ Known” during this busy time!  

Yours in Christ, 

Linda Chambers, Director 
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Dining with Dignity 

Just a reminder to our fabulous cooks, that our next time to serve the home-
less at Dining with Dignity will be Sunday, December 12th. Watch the Sunday 
bulletins for more information.  Thank you in advance. 

November Council Notes 

• VyStar Credit Union is now our Financial Institution.

• 2022 Budget was approved.

• Reviewed office staff job descriptions along with Director of Family Ministry and

Youth job description.

• Christmas Eve services will be at noon, 4pm and 7pm.

• Nominating committee has names to go before the congregation for Annual Meeting.

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon 

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon (L4) is returning this month 
just in time for the holidays. We are preparing for a celebration 
reunion welcoming everyone to join us in this wonderful fellow-
ship. We will be meeting for lunch at The Red Lobster on Thurs-

day December 2, 2021, at 12:00! 

I am asking everyone to bring a wrapped Christmas ornament to the luncheon. It 
does not need to be a new one. Select one that has a sentimental meaning to you 
that you would like to share with another lady. Make sure your name is inside of 
your wrapped ornament not on the outside. I will be passing out numbers to each 
lady to tag their gift. We will then randomly select a number for the exchange. 
Everyone will leave with a little memory of their Lutheran sister to hang on their 
Christmas tree. 

Anyone willing to help with organizing the monthly luncheons is welcome and ap-
preciated.  

Please contact Bonnie Tremayne at etrem15901@icloud.com or by phone at 
626-536-4965

mailto:etrem15901@icloud.com
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O come let us adore him! 

Advent and Christmas Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday 11/28—First Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
Sunday 12/5 – Second Sunday of Advent 

Single Service at 9:30 a.m. followed by Annual Meeting  
Choir meets at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday 12/12 – Third Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Choir at 7:30 / 9:30 

Sunday 12/19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Choir at 7:30 / 9:30 

 
Friday December 24—Christmas Eve Services:  

 12:00 Noon: Traditional Service without Choir  

    Christmas Carols will be sung a capella 

 4 p.m. Family Service with pageant outside in the Pavilion 

 7 p.m. Traditional Service with Choir  
Choir meets at 6 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day December 25 – No service 

 

 

Sunday 12/26 – Service of Lessons & Carols with Communion 

Single Service at 9:30 a.m. 
Choir meets at 8:30 a.m. 
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Some helpful ideas to bring joy and love to others this Advent season 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

4:30-6 Youth 
Rocks 

NO Choir    
Rehearsal 

6-8 Movie 
Night 

2 

6:30 AA/ACA 

3 

6-8 PNO 

6-8 AA 

4 

8:00 Christ-
mas Parade 
Downtown 

5 

8:30 Choir 

9:30 Worship  

Annual Congre-

gation Mtg      

directly after 

service 

6 

6 AA District Mt 

7 

Steeple Talk 
Deadline 

5-9 Orchid 
Society 

 

8 

4:30-6 Bound-
less 

5:30 Choir 

6-7:30 New 
Mbr Class 

9 

6:30 AA/ACA 

10 

6-8 AA 

11 

10 HAM Radio 

12 

7:30 / 9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 

13 14 15 

4:30-6 Youth 
Rocks 

5:30 Choir 

6-8 Movie 
Night 

16 

6:30 AA/ACA 

 

9a-12pChapel 
School 
Christmas 
Chapel 

17 

6-8 AA 

 

5-9p Chapel 
School Polar 
Express Party  

18 

9-2 HDM 
Women’s 
Christmas 
Gathering 

19 

7:30 / 9:30 Choir 

8 & 10:30 Worship 

9:15 Adult Class 

10 Sunday Chapel 

20 

Chapel School  
Winter break 
thru 1/5/22 

21 

First Day of 
Winter  

22 

No Youth Mtg 

5:30-7:30 
Choir 

No New Mbr 
class 

23 

6:30 AA/ACA 

24 

Christmas 
Eve 

Noon Service 

4:00 Family 
Service 

7:00 Service 

25 

 

26 

8:30Choir 

9:30 Worship 

No Adult Class 

No Sunday Chapel 

27 

Office Closed 
thru 1/3/22 

28 

 

29 

NO Youth 
Mtg, Choir  
rehearsal or 
Movie Night 

 

 

30 

6:30 AA/ACA 

 

 

31     New 
Year’s Eve 

6-8 AA 

 

 

 

 

December 2021 
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PLEASE NOTE:  
Names on the congregation prayer list are 
removed each month unless the church 
office is notified they should remain.  

If you see a name on either list 
(congregation or military) that should not 
be there, please let the church office know 
that as well. Thank you for your help in 
keeping these lists accurate.  

April Gunness 

Raul Baldrich 

Cheryl Huffman 

Steve Stephens 

Richard Sorentino 

Bob Gavilo 

Ken & Nancy Barnard 

Joyce Jones 

Allysn Edginton 

Phoebe Lutes 

Eleanor Loseke 

Barbara Radef 

Roland Hecht 

Lucie Coyle 

Lisa Nickel 

Collin Kirk 

Patty Kuykendall 

Marissa Zagorski 

Donna Anderson 

Josephine Lenhart 

Kitty Shay 

Peter Morin 

Family of W. Leviska 

John Delaney 

David Denzine 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Turk 

Yvonne Schimmel 

Trever Rees 

Arlene Sanders 

Betty & Janet 

Family of John Strouse 

Bob Schimmel 

Loving Lutheran Ladies Luncheon, (L4)  

The ladies are gathering together again staring in De-

cember! Please see detailed information earlier in this 

newsletter. 

“Take time. Study God's Word. It will 
change you.” Gail Davis 

• L4 Luncheon does a short Bible study the last 
Thursday of every month. Watch the bulletin for 
times and location 

• Pastor’s Bible study Fridays at 10:00 a.m. in         
Fellowship Hall. 

• We have a Lutheran basics adult class called 
“Faith//Talking!” between services every Sun-
day morning at 9:15.  We are looking at the  
Gospel of Mark as Jesus’ call to justice and    
service. Pastor Dow is our presenter and moder-
ates our lively discussions. Please join us! 

Please contact the church office at 904-797-4377 if 
you have any questions about joining a study. We’d 
love to have you! 

Ladies night out is a great way to meet the women 

of MLC and enjoy good food and fellowship. The     

ladies meet the last Monday of each month at 6:00 for 

dinner.  Please watch the Sunday bulletin or look on 

our website (memoriallutheranchurch.net) for details.   
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Just a reminder— the Church’s ongoing practice is that anyone wanting to use the hall, 

pavilion or any other room for an activity should please first check the calendar for open 

dates and then contact the church office to schedule your activity to avoid any conflicts.  

The calendar is printed in every SteepleTalk, is posted and updated regularly on the 

website and events are noted in the Sunday bulletin.  Thank you! 

2022 Giving Envelopes:  If you haven’t done so already, please 

pick up your 2022 giving envelopes. They are located in the Nar-

thex.  Thank you! 

MLC’S ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is scheduled 

for Sunday, December 5th. There will only be one worship service 

that day at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting will take place immediately fol-

lowing the service. A letter was sent in the mail announcing the 

meeting with accompanying documents for you to review. It is im-

portant that you attend this meeting if you are a voting member so 

your voice is heard.   
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12/02 Nancy Barnard 

12/04 Kim Bogert 

12/06 James VanGilder   

  Hatsue Wright 

12/07 Brenda Walton 

12/16 Barrie Daniels 

12/28 Jerry Lakemaker 

Celebrating  
Each Other 

STEEPLE TALK BY EMAIL 
 

If you are interested in receiving Steeple Talk by 
email and are not receiving it, please contact the 
Church Office at 904-797-4377 with your e-mail ad-
dress and you will be placed on the mailing list.  To 
those who wish to continue to have a printed copy, 
they will be available on the last Sunday of every 
month in the Narthex.  

Next month’s council meeting will be 
after the annual meeting on December 5th. 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary this month 

and your name is not listed, 

please contact the church 

office. 

There are always opportunities coming up to get involved 

either through fellowship, outreach or service to the 

church and congregation.  Please prayerfully consider 

stepping out of your normal routine to increase unity 

within our church body and share the love of Christ with 

the community. 

12/02 Jerry & Linda Lakemaker 

12/19 Tom & Jo Curvel 



12 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
WHEN:  

• You or a member of your family is hospital-
ized. 

• You have a change of address. 

• Your phone number has changed. 

• Your email address has changed. 

Your help with all of the above is very much 
appreciated!  

Mike Kappelmann 

Johnny Kelly 

Joseph Flores  

Chad Kutlik  

Eddie Davis  

Reginald Best  

Justin Rae 

Sara Melnick 

Kyle Melnick 

Tyler Woodard 

Maghan Blanton 

Cody Holms 

Courtney Kelly 

Carl Seim 

Molly Prins 

Alex Carames  

Chase Warner 

Dylan Harris 
The second collection should not replace your 
regular giving in the first collection. It is only 
for the funds chosen. Additionally, if you place 
money in the second collection for a fund other 
than the one being collected that money will be 
placed in the general account.   
 

Because all money collected on Sundays (other 
than the 2nd and 5th Sunday) goes into the gen-
eral account, if you would like to give to a fund 

other than the fund chosen, please be sure (a) it’s an approved fund 
and (b) to bring or mail the check into the church office with the 
name of the approved fund noted on the check and your envelope 
number. Do not place it in the giving basket or it will be placed in 
the general account. 

     Approved Funds/Projects to date: 

+Chapel School   +Dining with Dignity 

+Food Pantry   +FL Bahamas Synod  

+Sound System Project  +Church Parking Lot 
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There are 20 poinsettias available for purchase.   

I/we wish to purchase a poinsettia from the altar on Christmas. My dedication for 
the bulletin is: 

 (Please print clearly to ensure the dedication is correct) 

[ ] To the honor and glory of God. 

[ ] In memory/honor of (circle one): 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 

[ ] Other  

__________________________________ 

[ ] My plant may be given to a shut-in. 

 

Plants may be picked up after the 9:30am Service of Lessons and Carols on 12/26 

I am purchasing ____ plant(s) 

 

Name: _____________________________ 

Phone number:______________________ 

 

Please put this form in the offering basket or return it to the church office no later 
than Sunday, December 12th with your check for $15 per plant, payable to Memorial 
Lutheran Church.  

Poinsettias will be here before you know it.  If you are interested in 

purchasing a poinsettia, please complete this form (forms will also be 

included as inserts in your bulletins) and place it in the offering plate, 

no later than December 12th.   
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Ex officio, Pastor Richard Dow 
904-955-9966 
r.warren.dow@gmail.com 
 

President, Rob Helfer 
904-806-1120 
usc8385@gmail.com 
 

Vice President, Sara Waters 
904-819-9428 
sarae1080@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Sheryl Gifford 
352-283-2665 
giffors@hotmail.com 
 

Anthony Ardito 
904-794-7397 
anthonyardito@aol.com 
 

Marie Bates 
904-861-8674 
mgb6112@gmail.com 
 

Ron Scott 
219-879-0998 
ttac9404@comcast.net 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3375 US 1 South 

St. Augustine, FL 32086 
PH: 904-797-4377 
FX: 904-794-5083 

Email: mlcstaug@gmail.com 
Web: memoriallutheranchurch.net 

 

CHAPEL SCHOOL 
Ph: 904-797-8777 
FX: 904-797-5083 

Email: chapelschooldirector@gmail.com 
Web: www.LutheranChapelSchool.com 

MLC Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Dow 

Minister of Music: Barbara Mattingly 

Chapel School & Family Ministry  

Director: Linda Chambers 

Sexton: Barbara Howerton 

Parish Administrator: Kim Mickey 

Admin Asst. & Web Editor: Debi Wood 

January Steeple Talk Newsletter Deadline:       

December 7th. If you would like to submit an article or 

other information for inclusion in the newsletter please 

send it to mlcstaug@gmail.com no later than the deadline 

date. Please also submit Worship Assistants: Readers, Altar 

Guild, Greeters, etc. by the deadline. Information or Arti-

cles arriving after the deadline will not be included. 

Information for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin is due 

by close of business each Tuesday.  Please send any an-

nouncements or other information you wish to put in the 

bulletin via email to Debi at:                   

mlcdebi0226@gmail.com by Tuesday of each week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kim in the Church 

office.   
Treasurer, Kim Bogert 
904-806-3364 
kimbogert@hotmail.com 


